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Throughout Scripture, God gives us beautiful
imagery about Himself as our Shepherd, Ruler, and
King. He is our model of what true stewardship and
dominion look like.

Life for a shepherd was challenging. Hours became
days and seasons changed as he braved the elements,
keeping a watchful eye on his sheep. It was a life of
devotion and self-sacrifice to care for the needs of
his vulnerable animals. It took courage and patience,
vigilance and compassion.

David, the boy shepherd and psalmist who became
Israel’s king, wrote:

“The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes
me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the
still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths
of righteousness For His name’s sake. Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort
me.” (Ps. 23:1-4).

The shepherd ruler is a servant ruler.
He leads in wisdom so his sheep are
guided, refreshed, and encouraged.

When danger comes, the lives of his sheep come

first, ahead of his own. His staff was a short wooden
club, which had a lump of wood on the end, often
filled with sharp objects. It was the weapon he used
to defend himself and the sheep. The rod was like a
shepherd’s crook and was used to catch and pull back
any sheep that strayed from the safe path.

At the end of the day, as the sheep were gathered
into the fold, the shepherd would hold the rod across
the entrance, low to the ground, and every sheep had
to pass under it (Ezek. 20:37; Lev. 27:32). This was
done so that each sheep could be examined carefully
for any injuries it might have received that day. Then
the shepherd would tend to them as needed. His rod
and staff were truly for their safety and protection, and
for those reasons, they brought great security

Jesus is the Shepherd of our souls.

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives
His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the

shepherd, one

who does not

own the sheep, sees

the wolf comin

and leaves the

sheep and flees; —~——

and the wolf catches the

sheep and scatters them. The hireling

flees because he is a hireling and does not

care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I
know My sheep, and am known by My own. As

the Father knows Me, even so I know the

Father; and I lay down My life for the

sheep (John 10:11-18).

In those days, the shepherd would

lead the flock to make sure that the path

was safe, and then the flock would follow. It is

absolutely true that the sheep knew the shepherds
voice and would not respond to a stranger. May we
always follow our Shepherd’s voice and steward His
creation as He stewards us.
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Reflecting God’s Image

Human life is precious, and we were meant
to guard it because we are the only beings made
in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:26-27;
James 3:9). Being made in His image does not seem
to mean that we look like Him. But it does seem
to mean that we are spiritually like God in some
things. It might have to do with our character and
conduct. He gave us spirits that have been made
to live forever. God is Spirit, and we must worship
Him in Spirit and in truth (John 4:24). Maybe we
have the potential of having similar abilities to
think, love, judge, and care for others. Whatever
it means, to be made in His image is the reason we
must respect and love one another and steward the
planet wisely. This means we must protect unborn
babies, older people, those who are helpless, and
those who cannot speak for themselves (Ps. 82:3—4;
Prov. 31:8-9; Isa. 1:17). We also must make
sure that our habitats are clean and healthy and
encourage others to do the same. After all, we were
made so we could be caretakers of each other and
the earth for God. Is it not an honor to be given this
great responsibility by the Creator?

Be prepared!

Eating snacks and drinking
sodas in the car is fun, but don't
toss those wrappers and bottles

out the window! Trash can harm

wildlife as well as create an

unsightly mess!

Make sure you keep a small

: plastic bag in the car at all times
£ to serve as a mobile trashcan
¢ when you need it. Or take two,
y one for recyclables and the

other for throwaway items.

O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name
in all the earth, Who have set Your glory above the
heavens! Out of the mouth of babes and nursing
infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your
enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the
avenger. When I consider Your heavens, the work
of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You
have ordained, What is man that You are mindful
of him, And the son of man that You visit him? For
You have made him a little lower than the angels,
And You have crowned him with glory and honor.
You have made him to have dominion over the
works of Your hands; You have put all things under
his feet, All sheep and oxen—Even the beasts of
the field, The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea
That pass through the paths of the seas. O Lord, our
Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!

Psalm 8

Ecology in Practice: Getting Involved

As an ecology student, there are many opportunities to participate in citizen
science projects where you can study specific creatures and/or ecosystems in
your area and help real wildlife ecologists do research. Good science involves
careful thinking, making good observations, using equipment properly, collecting
important data, and following specific directions as to how to collect and record
the data. These specific directions are called scientific methods, and each citizen
science project will have specific protocols (ways of doing things) to follow. These
protocols are important because they allow all researchers to be consistent in
collecting data. If different people collected data in any way they wanted, it could
affect their understanding of what is really going on in the ecosystem. Wrong
conclusions could cause ecologists to steward creation badly, and this must be
avoided. Remember that you might be handling these creatures, so do not forget,
handle them with care, for they are the Lords. If you want to learn more about
involvement in these types of programs, do an online search for the projects
below using the name of the program and the phrase “citizen science.”





