














Dinosaurs are Found
in a Field of Judgment

Dinosaurs have captured the imagination of people for thousands
of years. Ancient peoples imagined battles of giants where fossils
were found and the bones were used as medicines. Today, mas-
sive skeletons are enshrined in museums and patrons stand in awe
under the remains of these massive beasts from the past.

Placards tell the age of the fossils, where they were found, what
they probably ate, and other interesting details. In order to under-
stand dinosaurs, we have to study the fossils. This means that there
is a lot of interpretation that happens. Contrary to the cliché, evi-
dence doesn’t speak for itself. A fossil toe bone can’t tell us how old
it is or how it helped the dinosaur it came from to walk. Evidence
must be interpreted. If we are honest, we have to admit that peo-
ple’s view of the world influences the way they interpret data.

It is most popular today to believe that animals on the earth
evolved over billions of years by random processes. When scien-
tists who believe in evolutionary philosophy look at the fossils,
they see bones from animals that lived millions of years ago. Their
interpretation is colored by their prior commitment to the con-
cepts of evolution.

Another interpretation of the evidence comes from a biblical
perspective. The opening chapters of Genesis describe how God
created the earth and the life that inhabited it. The account in the
Bible is in direct opposition to the evolutionary view of the origin
of various living things. There are many who try to reconcile the
two, but you must abandon critical points of one view over the
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other to make them mesh. In doing so, harm is done to one or the
other—if not both.

While the evolutionary interpretation sees fossils formed grad-
ually over millions of years as life evolved, the Bible presents a
starkly different view. Dinosaurs were part of the original creation
described in Genesis. As land animals they would have been cre-
ated on Day Six of the Creation Week, alongside the first man
and woman. The formation of their fossils came during the cata-
strophic events of the Flood recorded in Genesis 6-9.

The Flood was a response by God to the wickedness of
His creation.

Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was
sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was
grieved in His heart. So the LORD said, “I will destroy
man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both
man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for  am
sorry that I have made them.” Genesis 6:5-7

The Flood was a judgment by God on a world that had rebelled
against Him and His commands. As their loving Creator, God was
grieved at their rebellion but His justice demanded a punishment.
When we find dinosaurs fossilized they are generally in layers
that were deposited by the global Flood. Rather than a record of
progress, dinosaur fossils should remind us that God the Creator
is serious about obedience to the laws He gives to His creation.
Because God is just, He must punish disobedience.

Disobedience to God’s commands is called sin. The Bible
plainly talks about how sin came into the world through the dis-
obedience of Adam and Eve and that mankind is now subject to
sin. The penalty for sin is death and no person can escape that
penalty. Beyond physical death, God will demand an eternal

92 « A Pocket Guide to Dinosaurs



payment for sins in hell. Are you guilty of sinning against God by
breaking His commands?

The Bible calls for people to examine themselves in light of
God’s laws. Have you ever taken anything that doesn’t belong to
you? Have you desired things that belong to others? Have you
manipulated and lied to people? Have you lusted after others?
Have you always put God first in your life?

Those are just a few of the Ten Commandments—a summary
of God’s commands. If you are honest with yourself, you are guilty
of breaking God’s laws on many occasions. If you were to stand
before God, He would have to declare your guilt and punish you
for your sins—bad news by any account.

But what if there were good news? What if God showed mercy
to His creation?

That is what He did during the Flood for a man who
trusted God.

So the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I
have made them.” But Noah found grace in the eyes of the
LORD. Genesis 6:7-8

Noah was saved from the wrath that God poured out in judg-
ment of the wickedness on the earth. He and his family were saved
aboard the Ark. God has also provided a way to be saved from the
wrath that is to come in the final judgment of all mankind.

We could never live a perfect life (a life without sin), so God sent
an advocate for us. Jesus Christ came to earth as God in the flesh
to live a life of perfect obedience. He then died on the Cross taking
the punishment of sin upon himself—the innocent punished for
the guilty. He then rose from the grave demonstrating His conquest
over death. To all of those who will humble themselves in repen-
tance before God and put their trust in Christ as their Lord and
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Savior, God will see them innocent as Christ has already paid the
punishment for their sins. Those who cling to their sins and reject
what Christ has done will face God’s wrath eternally.

If you will recognize the sin in your life and its offensive nature
before God and turn from it, God will grant you a pardon through
faith in what Christ has done. He will then give you a new life and
you will not have to fear His judgment.

[Christ] then would have had to suffer often since the
foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the
ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but
after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear
the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He
will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

Hebrews 9:26-28

Next time you look at a fossil, remember that it represents
God’s judgment on the earth. The Just Judge will judge the earth

again, but His mercy is offered to you as a free gift.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved. He who believes in
Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemna-
tion, that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does
the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly
seen, that they have been done in God.” John 3:16-21
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