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The meaning of the ward doy (yom In Hebrew), (ke the meaning

of maost wards, depends on the contest. The Genesis 1 account of
creation repaatedly uses Hebrew phrases that are always connected
witth 24-howr days: the exprassion “avening and morning® appears sl
tmes, and yorm is modified by a number (*Arst’ “second,” etc]

Resmphasizing this truth about creation in sik 248-hour days, God
etched In stone with His cwn finger the Ten Commandments. The
fourth reads: “In sl days the Lord madz heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, and restad the sawventh day. Therafore the Lard
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it° [Exodus 20:11)

Geneals 108 not written b the style of poetry but as a kistaricsl aceaunt
ol rial Evants, ot like any ather gvent recarded in Genetid and athe
Rlktarlcal portions al Scrpiure. Moreoyver, othel Baaks af the BB s

.

treat Ganedd T as atrue histonicsl account. Jesud Chnist Himsall treatad

The creathon of Adam and Eve and Noah's Flood as history (Mark

101 =5: Marmhaw 24:37=-39), Paul based his ieaching about the gospel,
marriage, and church leadership on the litera truth of Genai (see

Fomand 5:12; 1 Carinthians 11:3=13 1 Timathy 2-B=15]

Ganesis 115 clear not only about the length of time and historical ganre
of the creation accownt, but also about the manner of God's creation
He supernaturally created the plants, animals, and first teo humans by

His spokan waord. Each of the Arst creatures was made fully formaed and

matura, ready immaeadiately to bagin to reproduce "according to its kind”

zenesis 1 is chear about the manner that God created the first man
and vwoman. God supermaturally made Adam from the dust before
Ha gave the man fife “The Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and braathad inta his nestrils the breath of Bfe; and man
becamea a living being” [Genesis 227} Then God supamaturally made

Eve from one of Adam's ribs (Genesis 2:21-23}
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I this view, a "gap” of millicns of years elapsed
betwean Geneasis 111 and 112 God nitially
created craatures along with the haaven and
aarth imvarse 1. But all these creatures died,
accaording to mest modem gap theorists, when

Satan fell during a muttimillion-year gap of time.

Verse 2 describas the judged state of the sarth
before God recreatad lwng things in s literal
days, as described in Genesiz 123 and following

Wiews vary, All reat Genesis T as histony but
they disagres about what happanead in the gap
and haw long the gap was. One unusual form
of a gap theory says Genesls 1:3ff ks describing
only the creation of the Garden of Eden where
rnan would be placed

In the first creatbon God orlginally creatad
*prahistoric” creatures, Including pre-
Adamite people, wha were later destroyead
and praserved as fossie Then God created
e bt very skilar kinds of plants and
anirmals ln the second creatian,

In the frst creatiaon God originally made
wollleds beings, nclueding so-called ape-rmen,
wha ware later destroyed. Then God crearad
Adam and Eve on the sixth day of the secand

creallon, |ust A% Genais J delor|bed,

RIERELAIVE
CREATION

Progrésdive creationiin day that ave
billlans of years of overlapping ages, God
supernaturally intervensd at key moments

o create new Kinds al living thindgs

In this wiew Genesis 1-2 provides only
part of the plcture. There are many
‘creation accounts” in sanous books of
the Hibla -nr:!_;l_'ling the Psalmis. Bath
Psalms and Genasis | sometimes use
poatic or Agurative language 5o describae
creative mvents over asons of fima

Goed supernaturally created llving thimgs
wiped tharm out, then craated anotha
LEL wiped therm auf, and 2o on, This view
is iuppased o explain the the sporadic

natlira af the Mol record

Soubleis, humanhike craatures hominidd™)
exkiled thousands of years belare Adam.
Whan they went exctinet, God replaced
theim with Adam and Eve Most propanenis
morés thial God made man’s body Mom diust

and then made hirm a living saul

THERTIC
EVIILTION

This |5 the kdea Thst God made the
unlverse Billand of years ago with

the inherent ahility 1o eyvalve inte our
present unlverse, Proponents Lay that
the details of the creation account n
CrBrees |4 @ brrel evant o understand|ng

e the world was createsd,

The creation account B myth or allegory.

Most would say God provided the
“spark” of life for the first living thing

and let evalution run s course Some
wioild say God directed it along the way,
but others would say He was *hands off”

This idea teacheas that when the first
humans ewolyed from apelike ancastors
God breathed His Spirit into them,
making them “spiritual beings”

RAMEAIRK
HYPTHEI:

Praponanis argue that the

days in Geneasis 1 are not literal
chronological davs but provida a
iterary structure, or framework, 1o
teach theological and moral lessons
Genesis 115 nota straighfonward
record ol historical events; rathor

it s a tpical theological treatisa

The Genedls account of creation
k& & topical account of divine
acti dedcribed im s samawat

metaphoarical manner

The Bible dossn't tall us how
animals wers created, just why

Klthough proponents deny that
Genes|s 1 records God's S0l
CIBAT e AT by i dayd, They socel
hal God craaied man fram dust

i His Image,



