
Gap Th eory: Th is is the idea that there was a long, 
long time between what happened in Genesis 1:1 
and what happened in Genesis 1:2. During this 
time, the “fossil record” was supposed to have 
formed, and millions of years of earth history 
supposedly passed.

Progressive Creation: Th is is the idea that 
God created various creatures to replace other 
creatures that died out over millions of years. 

Th eistic Evolution: Th is is the idea that God used 
the process of evolution over millions of years 
(involving struggle and death) to bring about 
what we see today.

A compromise between a belief in “billions of years” of history and an acceptance of the biblical account of history 
destroys the authority and message of the bible. All these ideas put death and bloodshed before sin. Th ese compro-
mising views aren’t necessary and, in fact, are harmful to the teachings of God’s Word. Instead of compromising, we 
need to accept what God has plainly revealed to us through His Word—the world is about 6,000 years—not billions of 
years—old. And true science supports this conclusion!

A compromise is a “settlement of diff erences in which each side 
gives something up.” Some  times compromise is necessary and 
good, but not when it involves giving up truth. 

Th ose who compromise by believing that the earth is many millions 
of years old, and claim that this fi ts what the bible teaches, fall into 
three main groups. 

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:2).
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Today, many people choose to reject the Word of God in favor of their own opinions. This isn’t an original 
idea, however. Our first parents, Adam and Eve, were the very first compromisers. They chose to believe 
the words of someone other than God. When Adam ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, he 
deliberately chose to disobey God’s word to him. In that case, his compromise resulted in death—for us all 
(Romans 5:12).

When we’re tempted to doubt the plain teaching of Scripture because of someone else’s opinion, keep in 
mind that God’s Word is perfect (Psalm 119:140). He expects us to follow His commands (2 Timothy 3:16–17) 
and trust what He says—without compromise (Psalm 119:128).

See if you can safely make your way from the start of this 
maze to the finish at the Solid Rock of God’s Word. Be 
sure to avoid the dead ends and traps along the way!

Do you know when compromise began?
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