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Lesson

“For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs
together until now” (Romans 8:22).
We need to remember that what we see in the world today is only a dim reflection of God’s perfect creation. The
corruption that came through Adam’s disobedience in the Garden of Eden changed God’s handiwork completely.
The effects of the Curse that God placed on His creation can be seen in various ways throughout our lives.

For instance, have you ever asked yourself why . . .
. . . those we love get sick and die? God warned Adam
that if he ate of the forbidden fruit, he would die. Romans 5:12 tells us that Adam’s sin (and our sin through
Adam) causes us all to die.

. . . we get pricked by thorns when we try to smell a rose? because
of Adam’s disobedience, God cursed the ground, causing
thorns and thistles to come from it (Genesis 3:18). Not only
is the ground cursed, but Romans 8:22 tells us the whole
creation has been affected by the Curse.

. . . we wear clothes? After Adam sinned, he and Eve covered
themselves with fig leaves, but man cannot cover sin. God
killed an animal and used the skins to clothe Adam and Eve.

. . . our parents have to work hard to provide for us? Genesis 3:19
tells us God’s Curse on man was that he must work hard to feed
his family. In many countries, millions of people have to toil
endlessly to provide just the basic necessities.

. . . we don’t all live in the Garden of Eden today? Adam and Eve had
to leave their home in the Garden so that they would not eat of
the Tree of Life and live forever (Genesis 3:23). God did not want
them to live forever in sin, separated from Him.

As terrible as things like pain, sickness, and death are, they are not permanent parts of God’s creation. We look forward to
the last “C” of history—Consummation—when the Curse will be no more (Revelation 22:3) and those whose names have
been written in the Lamb’s book of Life will spend eternity in a perfect place.

DID YOU KNOW...

DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE?
Does the Bible
? say the
?
forbidden fruit

Fossilized thorns
have been found?

?
?

Many claim these
fossils are millions of
years old. Does this
fit with what we find in the Bible? Since
fossils don't come with age-tags attached,
it's impossible to know precisely how old
they are. Since the Bible tells us thorns
entered the world after God cursed the
ground because of Adam's disobedience,
these plants were fossilized
after Adam sinned—not
millions of years before.

A

Who said it?

Below are seven quotes found in Genesis 1-11.
See if you can match the quotes with who said them!

1

“I do not know.
Am I my brother's
keeper?”

GOD

B

2

“Blessed be the
LORD God of Shem,
and Canaan shall
be his servant ...”

ADAM

3

C

THE SERPENT

“This is now
bone of my bones
and flesh of
my flesh.”

4

“Let us
make man in our
image, after
our likeness.”

D

EVE

5

“But of the
fruit of the tree
which is in the middle
of the garden, God has
said, You shall not eat
of it, neither shall you
touch it, lest
you die.”

6

“Come, let
us build us a city
and a tower, and
its top in the
heavens.”

“You shall not
surely die, for God
knows that in the day
you eat of it, then
your eyes shall
be opened ...”

E

CAIN

F

NOAH

G

7
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ANSWERS:
A-4, B-3, C-7,
D-5, E-1, F-2,
G-6
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Answer: No. The forbidden fruit is only referred to as a
“fruit.” The Bible doesn’t tell us what kind of fruit it was.

LET THERE
BE

was an apple?
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