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Tiny packages!
BIG THINGS.
Hummingbirds—

 Hey, kids!

FASCINATING  
FACTS
Find the orange words in the  
word search.

• Hummingbirds can fly just as easily 
backwards as they can forwards.

• Hummingbirds lay the tiniest bird eggs, 
each weighing less than a jelly bean.

• The average ruby-throated hummingbird 
weighs less than a nickel.

• Hummingbirds have little sense of smell  
but very keen eyesight.

• Though tiny, hummingbirds are very 
aggressive. They will attack large  
hawks and crows that invade their  
territory, then dart away.

• Hummingbirds can remember which 
flowers they visit so they don’t waste  
time returning to empty ones.

Help the hummingbird find its way to the flower.

WORLD’S FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPION!
The bee hummingbird, which lives on the island of 

Cuba, is the smallest bird on earth. Weighing less than 
a dime, it could easily sit on the end of your pencil.

Packed with 
Amazing Designs
How would you react if a friend gave you a 

birthday present that weighed no more 
than a dime and was smaller than your finger? 
You probably wouldn’t expect much inside. A 
paperclip? A wadded-up sock?

But be careful not to turn up your nose at 
tiny packages. You might be surprised what’s 
crammed into small spaces!

Consider the hummingbird. You may have 
seen them zipping around your flower garden 
or perhaps even hovering near a bird feeder or 
window. Perhaps you’ve even drawn a picture 
of one because of its pretty colors. They aren’t 
just another pretty bird, though. They’re 
packed with huge designs in a tiny package.

Doing More with Less
Hummingbirds are the smallest birds on 

the planet, yet they can do things other birds 
can’t. 

Those little wings beat up to 80 times a 
second. This allows the hummer to hover in 
the air, shoot backwards, and even flip upside 
down. They’re almost like a helicopter, but 
more nimble.

If other birds tried to hover, they’d fall to the 
ground. They just can’t produce enough power. 
The secret to hummingbird flight is the flexible 
motion of their wings. By making a figure 8 in 
the air, they can stay aloft with each flap.

Compact Pilot Controls
Planes need more than sleek wings to 

navigate the skies. They need pilot controls 
and gages. With all their twirling and 
flipping, hummingbirds need even better 
instruments than a plane to track where they 
are at all times.

And they’ve got it. Their tiny brains can do 
more than any man-made computer to keep 
them safe from crashing into obstacles, even 
in the thickest forests. 

And the list of designs goes on and on. Their 
hearts beat 1200 times per minute to keep the 
oxygen flowing. And their long tongues have 
pumps that lap up sugary nectar 23 times per 
second to keep their engines fueled.

Hummers may be small, but they’re mighty 
on design!

Tiny hummingbirds have some big 
features. What can they teach us about 
the big impact of “small things”?

What “small things” can you do for 
your friends or your community to 
share the love of Jesus?

Talk it over

The young boy gave all he had—and it wasn’t 
much more than a little snack. In John 6, Jesus 
asked his disciples to feed a huge crowd. They 
panicked because they didn’t 
have enough money. But 
Andrew found a little boy 
with his two fish and five tiny 
loaves of bread.

Imagine what the little boy 
was thinking when Andrew 
took him to Jesus. The Lord 
took those morsels and 
turned them into a massive 
meal to feed thousands of 
people. Because he is the Creator and God,  
he multiplied what the boy gave him—and they 
had leftovers!

Today, Jesus may not take our peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich and use it to feed 
thousands. But he does take what may seem 
like tiny prayers or acts of love and use them 
 to do great things in the lives of other people. 

For example, at the same time Abraham 
Lincoln was growing up in the United States, 
a young man in England named George Müller 

had a big heart to help children 
who had no home (orphans). 
He didn’t have much money, 
but he had big faith in God. 
George prayed, and God 
always provided food for  
the thousands of children  
he was helping. 

God is so big that he can 
take shepherd boys and defeat 
giants. And he can take 

your small acts of obedience to his Word 
and reach your classmates, 
your friends, and people 
all around you. That’s why 
Jesus told us to let our 
light shine (Matthew 5:16)!

Here’s the Deal
We may think our 

prayers and acts of  
love are small, but God 
can take small things 

and do more than 
we can even imagine 

(Ephesians 3:20). 

Family Devotion time

Buddy Davis here.  
When I see those tiny, 

incredible hummingbirds,  
I’m always reminded  

that God packs  
huge things in  

small packages. 


