Create your own crystals!

Materials

Pencils
String

Colored pipe cleaners
Glass jars .

Activity

1.

Bend each pipe cleaner intoa
different shape (such as a letterora
heart). The shapes should be small

enough to fit through the opening .

of the jars.

_ Using string, tie each pipe cleaner

shapetoa pencil. The string should
be long enough sO that when you
<et the pencil on top of the jar, the
pipe cleaner hangs inside without
touching the bottom.

. Withan adult’s help, measure

out enough cups of water to fill

the jars. Pour the water into the
saucepan and heat it on the stove.
When the water begins to simmer,
remove the pan from the stove.

4. For each cup of water, add three to

four tablespoons of borax to the

« Saucepan
o Borax

saucepan and stir until dissolved.
(Boraxisa toxic mineral, sO letan
adult do this step.)

Pour the mixture from the saucepan
into the jars. Then carefully lower
each pipe cleaner shape into ajar,
setting the pencil over the opening
of the jar. The pipe cleaner shapes
should be hanging in the water,
completely submerged.

. Crystals will begin to form within

a few hours. If you |eave the pipe
cleaner shapes in the jars for
two to three days, the crystals
will continue to grow- When you
like how they look, remove them
from the jars, let them dryona
paper towel, and enjoy them as
decorations.
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Get Your
Hands
Dirty
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