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Banded Woolly

Bear Caterpillars

Banded woolly bear caterpillars are fuzzy insects named for their
reddish-brown and black bands. And they do look a bit like furry
teddy bears. But they're actually the larvae (young form) of the
Isabella tiger moth.
When they hatch from eggs in late summer, they're very hungry
caterpillars. They spend most of their time munching on forest plants.
By the fall, they are big, fuzzy, and busy looking for a safe
place to hide for the winter under dead leaves or wood.
When the temperature drops, the caterpillars go into
a state of inactivity called quiescence (qui-EH-sents).
Woolly bear caterpillars have a special defense against
the cold. They can freeze solid and survive! Their bodies
produce a special chemical to protect the caterpillars’
cells from being damaged. When the temperature rises
in the spring, the woolly bear caterpillar thaws out, builds
a cocoon, and transforms into the Isabella tiger moth.
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COUNT THE
CATERPILLARS

Can you spot all 14 hiding in the woods?

the woolly

KIDS ANSWERS | OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2023



