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I’'m Peter Schriemer!
As a wildlife educator
and TV host, | get excited
about tracking down
God’s creatures! Join my
adventures on my Answers
TV show Hike & Seek.
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Trumpeter swans are snow-white waterfowl that live in
Canada and upper parts of the United States. These big
birds can grow up to 6 feet long, and they have an average
wingspan of 8 feet—that’s longer than the average height of
a refrigerator! At 25 pounds, trumpeter swans are about as
heavy as a small dog.

Swans are part of the duck kind, which God created on
day five of creation week. Trumpeter swans are specially
equipped to survive in their harsh northern climates.

Their feathers have little hooks that lock together to
insulate the swans against the cold. Trumpeter swans
spend a lot of time preening, using their beaks to keep
their feathers in place. They also use their beaks to coat
their feathers with oil from a gland at the base of their
tails. The oil waterproofs their feathers, protecting the
swans from water and snow.

Trumpeter swans prefer large, shallow bodies of water
that offer plenty of aquatic plants to eat.

If they don’t have enough open water, the swans might
migrate to a different location with more food options.

Swans bob their heads and honk to communicate with
each other. When they’re about to fly, swans honk loudly.
With huge, webbed feet, the birds run across the water’s
surface. They need a 100-yard runway of open water to get
up enough speed for take-off.
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Fun Facts
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