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Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear and Mike 
Zovath, Senior Vice President of Special 
Projects for Answers in Genesis, 
announce plans for The Ark Encounter 
at the State Capitol in Frankfort 
Wednesday. 

Ark Encounter to Open in Northern Kentucky in 2014  
Full-scale Noah’s Ark may bring 1.6 million visitors, 900 jobs to area 

 

 
FRANKFORT, Ky., Dec. 2, 2010 – Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear and the Ark 
Encounter, LLC announced Wednesday plans for a major new tourist attraction in the 
Northern Kentucky region: a full-scale Noah’s Ark. Partnering with the Ark Encounter is 
Answers in Genesis, which is most widely known for its high-tech and well-attended 
Creation Museum in Petersburg, Ky. 

 
At a packed press conference, Gov. 

Beshear emphasized his commitment to bring 
jobs to Kentucky as a result of strengthening 
the language in the Tourism Development Act. 
“Make no mistake about it, this is a huge deal 
to Grant County, to northern Kentucky and to 
the entire Commonwealth. As I indicated 
earlier, we strengthened the Tourism Act to 
help us create jobs and attract visitors, which 
this project clearly does,” he said.  

 
Gov. Beshear also announced that the 

Ark Encounter had submitted all of the 
necessary applications to take advantage of 
the sales tax reimbursements offered for tourist 
attractions. He said this incentive in the 
Tourism Act is what drew the Ark Encounter 
LLC to Kentucky. “We are eager to work with 
Ark Encounter officials to make this exciting 
project happen, and we look forward to its 
completion,” he concluded. 

 
 The Ark Encounter is scheduled to 

open in spring 2014, on about 800 acres off I-
75 in Grant County, Ky., south of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. The land is under contract and the sale 
is expected to be finalized soon. 
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The for-profit Ark Encounter project will be privately funded, with an estimated 
cost of $149.5 million. Noah’s Ark itself will be built at a cost of $24.5 million, which will 
come from donations through Answers in Genesis and its “Ark Pegs, Planks & Beams” 
program. The additional $125 million for the rest of the complex will be contributed by 
the for-profit LLC. 

 
A feasibility study conducted by the respected America’s Research Group has 

indicated that the Ark Encounter may attract 1.6 million visitors in the first year and is 
expected to employ up to 900 full- and part-time staff. Theme park executive Cary 
Summers, CEO of Nehemiah Group and a consultant to the Ark Encounter LLC, said it 
was anticipated an additional 14,000 jobs would be created due to the addition of hotels 
and restaurants to the area, not to mention those hired during the 30- to 36-month 
construction phase. While he said, “we have the shovels in the car,” he anticipates the 
groundbreaking won’t occur until May or June, 2011. 

 
Mike Zovath, Senior Vice President of Special Projects for Answers in Genesis, 

emphasized the environmentally friendly construction methods that will be used to 
construct the Ark. “We are really excited about taking care of the environment in that 
way,” he said, mentioning the project might be the largest “green” facility in the U.S., 
employing many Leader in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) building 
techniques.  He also committed to using local contractors and building materials as 
much as possible, further contributing to the local economy. 

Grant County Judge-Executive Darrell Link expressed his gratitude for the 
economic boon the project will bring to the region, stating that the announcement had 
extended his Thanksgiving for another week. "Along with this Ark, I anticipate that there 
is going to be a rainbow," he said, "and at the end of that rainbow is a pot of gold." 

In addition to the full-size Ark, the complex will include eight other themed 
attractions, including a Walled City much like was found in ancient times, live animal 
shows, a kids’ interactive play area, a replica of the Tower of Babel with exhibits, a 500-
seat 5-D special effects theater,  an aviary, and a first-century Middle Eastern village.  

 
The Ark Encounter, a private Limited Liability Company (LLC), will own the Ark 

Encounter. The LLC and its members will be responsible for all of the normal taxes 
required for pass-through business entities. A non-profit subsidiary of Answers in 
Genesis will be one of the members of the LLC and will be the managing member 
responsible for day-to-day operations. 
  
            For information on the Ark Encounter, plus to watch a video of the news 
conference and view pictures of the project, see www.ArkEncounter.com 
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Note to Editors: For more information or to request an interview with an Ark Encounter 
representative, please contact Melany Ethridge of A. Larry Ross Communications at 
972.267.1111 or melany@alarryross.com.  
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