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Thoughts on the Goodness of Creation:
In What Sense was Creation “Perfect”?
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Abstract

In the early days of the young-earth creationist movement, a number of publications promoted the
notion that the second law of thermodynamics was introduced as a result of the curse. This view has
been accepted, sometimes blindly so, by certain contemporary creationists as well. This paper surveys a
collection of the early creationist publications, and then addresses the question of whether it is warranted
to view God’s pronouncement in Genesis 1:31 that His creation was “very good” as necessitating the
absence of a tendency toward increased entropy. It also considers whether there is exegetical warrant for
linking the curse pronounced in Genesis 3 with the introduction of the second law of thermodynamics. The
paper contends that there is no real biblical evidence to suggest that the second law was inoperable prior
to the curse. It argues rather that the second law was in effect from the beginning of creation. However,
WKHWHQGHQF\WRZDUGHQWURS\LPSOLFLWLQWKHVHFRQGODZZDVQHYHURIDNLQGWKDWFRQÁLFWHGZLWK*RG·V
declaration that the creation was “very good,” or that eventuated in the death of any sentient creature.

Keywords: curse; death; decay; deterioration; entropy; fall; Morris, Henry; thermodynamics, second law;
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Introduction
The second law of thermodynamics is a universallyUHFRJQL]HG VFLHQWLÀF SULQFLSOH ,W VWDWHV WKDW
within a closed system, “every naturally occurring
transformation of energy is accompanied, somewhere,
by a loss in the availability of energy for the future
SHUIRUPDQFHRIZRUNµ /LQGVD\S +HUHLQ
is found a “general natural tendency of all observed
V\VWHPVWRJRIURPRUGHUWRGLVRUGHUµ /LQGVD\
S  $GGUHVVLQJ WKH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI WKH VHFRQG
law for the theory of evolution, creationist Thomas
Barnes correctly argued that the second law of
thermodynamics is the “irreversible tendency for
processes in a self-contained system to go toward
ORZHURUGHUµ %DUQHVS +HPDLQWDLQHGWKDW
this invariably results in “an increase in randomness,
GLVRUGHUDQGGHFD\LIWKHZKROHV\VWHPLVWDNHQLQWR
account. That is to say that systems run down hill,
QRWXSKLOOWKH\GRQ·WZLQGWKHPVHOYHVXSWKH\WHQG
WRUXQGRZQµ %DUQHVS 
At the inception of the modern young-earth
creationist movement, a number of important early
writings promoted the notion that the second law of
thermodynamics was introduced as a result of the
curse in Genesis 3. It may be impossible to say where
WKLVLGHDDFWXDOO\EHJDQKRZHYHULWVDSSHDUDQFHLQ
The Genesis Flood E\ -RKQ :KLWFRPE DQG +HQU\
0RUULVLQFDQSUREDEO\EHPDUNHGDVWKHHDUOLHVW
WLPHWKDWLWDSSHDUHGLQDPDMRUSXEOLFDWLRQKDYLQJ
DQ\ QRWDEOH LQÁXHQFH RQ WKH FUHDWLRQLVW PRYHPHQW
:KLWFRPE DQG 0RUULV VWDWHG ´&UHDWLRQDFWXDOO\
has been accomplished by means of creative processes,
which are now replaced by the deteriorative processes

LPSOLFLW LQ WKH VHFRQG ODZµ :KLWFRPE DQG 0RUULV
SS² 7KH\DWWULEXWHGWKHLQWUXVLRQRI
the second law to the curse ultimately resultant from
$GDP·VVLQ FI*HQHVLV WKDWLVWKH´ERQGDJHRI
GHFD\µWRZKLFKWKHZRUOGKDVEHHQ´VXEMHFWHGµWRE\
*RGIRUWKHSUHVHQWDJH 5RPDQV² 
Two years later, in The Twilight of Evolution,
Morris, addressing the universality of the second
law argued, “It is strictly an empirical law, which
has always been found to be true wherever it could
EH WHVWHG EXW IRU ZKLFK WKHUH LV QR NQRZQ QDWXUDO
H[SODQDWLRQµ 0RUULVS +HFRQWLQXHG´WKH
Biblical explanation is that it is involved in the curse
of God upon this world and its whole system, because
RI $GDP·V VLQµ 0RUULV  S  )RU 0RUULV WKH
direct equation between the curse—that is, “the
VHFRQGJUHDWUHYHDOHGIDFWRIHDUWKKLVWRU\µ³DQGWKH
second law was obvious. He stated, “The second law
of thermodynamics has been seen to approximate a
VFLHQWLÀFVWDWHPHQWRIWKHHIIHFWVRIWKHFXUVHµ 0RUULV
S 
7KH LQÁXHQFH RI HVFKDWRORJ\ ZHLJKHG KHDYLO\ RQ
0RUULV·V YLHZ +H DUJXHG WKDW WKH VWDWHPHQW ´YHU\
JRRGµ *HQHVLV   ´LV FODULÀHG E\ WKH GHVFULSWLRQ
of conditions in the new earth, which will be created
E\*RGDIWHUWKLVSUHVHQWV\VWHPKDVSDVVHGDZD\µ
0RUULV  S  5HYHODWLRQ  SURPLVHV D
world devoid of sorrow, pain, crying, and death—all
of which are directly associated with the curse as
GHPRQVWUDWHGE\WKHSDUDOOHOVWDWHPHQWLQ5HYHODWLRQ
 ZKLFK VD\V ´WKHUH VKDOO EH QR PRUH FXUVHµ
Morris concludes, “the Bible teaches that, originally,
there was no disorder, no decay, no aging process,
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no suffering, and above all, no death, in the world
when the creation was completed. All was ‘very good’µ
0RUULVS 
Following this line of reasoning, Morris further
claimed that in the heavenly state, “there will be
no evidence of the effects of sin, disorder, decay, and
death. The second law of thermodynamics will no
ORQJHUFRQWUROSK\VLFDOSURFHVVHVµ 0RUULVS 
6RRQ DIWHU 0RUULV·V ZRUN (PPHWW :LOOLDPV
ODWFKHGRQWR0RUULV·VYLHZRIWKHFRQQHFWLRQEHWZHHQ
the curse and the second law of thermodynamics.
His conclusions were perhaps more extreme than
those of Morris. He wrote, “The creation process
would be of course directly opposite to the entropy
SULQFLSOH RI SUHVHQW VFLHQWLÀF SURFHVVHVµ 6LPLODUO\
´,I WKH SHUIHFW KRO\ *RG FUHDWHG WKHQ WKH FUHDWLRQ
would be perfect. Here would be perfection in nature,
perfection in the universe, and as for the solid state,
SHUIHFW FU\VWDOVµ :LOOLDPV  S  7KLV LV RI
course, in direct contrast with what is found today.
:LOOLDPVWKXVDUJXHGWKDWWKLVGUDVWLFFKDQJHIURP
order to disorder “must have occurred by divine
HGLFW ODWHU WKDQ *HQHVLV  +H VSRNH DOO QDWXUH
into being, and then cursed His perfect creation
EHFDXVH RI PDQ·V VLQµ :LOOLDPV  S  $V LW
relates to the physical world, he suggested that, “the
perfectly ordered crystalline materials that God
created have degenerated into atomically disordered
materials because of the operation of the second law of
WKHUPRG\QDPLFVµ :LOOLDPVS 
,QH[SDQGLQJXSRQKLVSRLQWWKHIDFWWKDW:LOOLDPV
invariably saw the deterioration and decay processes
implicit in the second law as resulting in death is
evident. He wrote, “Death causes the body to return
to the dust, or in other words, the body has now come
into equilibrium with its surroundings. Ecclesiastes
 KDV EHHQ VDWLVÀHG GHDWK LV D PDQLIHVWDWLRQ
RI WKH VHFRQG ODZ RI WKHUPRG\QDPLFVµ :LOOLDPV
 S  +H ODWHU VXUPLVHG ´7KH VHFRQG ODZ
RI WKHUPRG\QDPLFV LV D VFLHQWLÀF VWDWHPHQW RI WKH
6FULSWXUDOSULQFLSOHRIGLVRUGHUDQGGHDWKµ :LOOLDPV
 S  :LOOLDPV IXUWKHU VWDWHG ´0RUULV
suggests that the second law of thermodynamics
originated when God cursed the creation because of
$GDP·VVLQ$WWKDWSRLQWGHDWKHQWHUHGWKHSK\VLFDO
universe. Disordering and decay processes began in
DOOQDWXUDORSHUDWLRQV 5RPDQV µ :LOOLDPV
 S  6R WRR LQ D ODWHU SXEOLFDWLRQ KH VDLG RI
5RPDQVDQG´7KHVHDUHHVVHQWLDOO\VFULSWXUDO
VWDWHPHQWV RI WKH VHFRQG ODZ RI WKHUPRG\QDPLFVµ
:LOOLDPVS 
:LOOLDPV ZDV QRW WKH RQO\ SURSRQHQW RI WKLV
SRVLWLRQ:ULWLQJLQ-RKQ:KLWFRPE·VERRNThe
Early Earth EULHÁ\ HFKRHG WKH DUJXPHQW VHW IRUWK
1
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in The Genesis Flood a decade before. He described
WKHSUHVHQWVWDWHRIKXPDQLW\DVRQH´VXEMHFWWRWKH
(GHQLFFXUVHµDQG´WUDSSHGLQWKHSLQFHUVRIWKHÀUVW
DQGVHFRQGODZVRIWKHUPRG\QDPLFVµVXFKWKDW´ZH
cannot really picture a genuine creation of things,
or a sudden reprogramming of living things to ‘the
ERQGDJHRIFRUUXSWLRQ·µ :KLWFRPES 1
To this point, arguments connecting the second
law of thermodynamics with the curse had appeared
in specialty creationist publications. However, in
WKHYLHZZDVDGYDQFHGLQ0RUULV·VThe Genesis
Record, which became a popular commentary among
conservative evangelical Christians. Commenting on
Genesis 3:17–19, Morris wrote:
It is universal experience that all things, living or
nonliving, eventually wear out, run down, grow old,
decay, and pass into the dust. This condition is so
universal that it was formalized about a hundred
\HDUVDJR E\&DUQRW&ODXVLXV.HOYLQDQGRWKHU
VFLHQWLVWV  LQWR D IXQGDPHQWDO VFLHQWLÀF ODZ QRZ
FDOOHGWKH6HFRQG/DZRI7KHUPRG\QDPLFV 0RUULV
SS²
He further pointed out the obvious contrast between
the creation account and the present world, “Instead
RI DOO WKLQJV EHLQJ ¶PDGH·³WKDW LV RUJDQL]HG LQWR
FRPSOH[ V\VWHPV³DV WKH\ ZHUH LQ &UHDWLRQ :HHN
WKH\DUHQRZEHLQJ¶XQPDGH·EHFRPLQJGLVRUJDQL]HG
and simple. Instead of life and growth, there comes
GHFD\DQGGHDWKµ 0RUULVS +HFRQFOXGHG
“This, then, is the true origin of the strange law of
disorder and decay, the universally applicable, allimportant Second Law of Thermodynamics. . . . . Man
is a sinner and has brought God’s curse on the earth”
0RUULVSHPSKDVLVDGGHG 
The notion that the second law of thermodynamics
EHJDQ ZLWK WKH FXUVH KDV PDMRU UDPLÀFDWLRQV
concerning the natural order. Perhaps recognizing
VRPH RI WKH GLIÀFXOWLHV RI KLV SRVLWLRQ 0RUULV ODWHU
PRGLÀHGKLVYLHZVRPHZKDW,QKHZURWH
In the primeval creation, however, even though what
ZHPLJKWFDOO´GHFD\µSURFHVVHVFHUWDLQO\H[LVWHG HJ
digestion, friction, water erosion, wave attenuation,
HWF  WKH\ PXVW KDYH DOO EDODQFHG SUHFLVHO\ ZLWK
´JURZWKµ SURFHVVHV HOVHZKHUH HLWKHU ZLWKLQ WKH
individual system or, perhaps more commonly, in an
DGMDFHQWV\VWHPVRWKDWWKHHQWURS\RIWKHZRUOGDV
a whole would stay constant. . . . Every process and
PDFKLQHZRXOGKDYHHIÀFLHQF\ZLWKDOOLQSXW
energies being converted completely into useful
ZRUN (YHQ WKH KHDW HQHUJ\ HPSOR\HG LQ SURFHVVHV
necessitating the force of friction for their operation
would be completely productive, with no energy
EHLQJ´ORVWµ1RSDUWVZRXOGZHDURXWQRRUJDQLVP
ZRXOG ´DJHµ SDVW WKH SRLQW RI PD[LPXP YLJRU DQG

:KLWFRPE·VUHPDUNKDVUHPDLQHGWKHVDPHLQWKHWKLUGHGLWLRQRIKLVERRNUHOHDVHGLQ
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productivity, and everyone could easily design and
build perpetual motion machines! The above is
obviously imaginative, and no doubt imprecise and
incomplete, but it could not be too far off. Everything
was designed by an omniscient, omnipotent God to be
´YHU\JRRGµ 0RUULVS

Morris maintained, however, that, “there has been
DGUDVWLFDPHQGPHQWWRWKHVHFRQGODZµ:KHUHDVWKH
death of animals and humans had not existed before
WKH )DOO ´QRZ HYHU\WKLQJ LV SURFHHGLQJ EDFN WR WKH
GXVWDFFRUGLQJWRWKHVHFRQGODZRIWKHUPRG\QDPLFVµ
He contended, “The formal announcement of the
second-law in its post-Fall form is found in Genesis
²µ 0RUULV  S  0RUULV WKHUHIRUH
VXUPLVHG´7KHFXUVHH[WHQGHGLQOLNHIRUPWRDOORI
PDQ·VGRPLQLRQ0DQKDGEURXJKWVSLULWXDOGLVRUGHU
LQWR KLV RZQ GRPLQLRQ *RG DSSURSULDWHO\ LPSRVHG
a principle of physical disorder on that dominion as
EHÀWWLQJLWVVSLULWXDOFRQGLWLRQµ 0RUULVS 
,WLVGHEDWDEOHZKHWKHUWKLVFODULÀFDWLRQKHOSHGIRU
LWDUELWUDULO\GLVWLQJXLVKHGWKHZRUNLQJRIWKHVHFRQG
ODZRIWKHUPRG\QDPLFVEHIRUHWKH)DOODQGLWVZRUNLQJ
DIWHUWKH)DOO,WVRTXDOLÀHGWKHVHFRQGODZ·VRSHUDWLRQ
before the Fall that it does not sound anything at all
OLNHWKHVHFRQGODZWKDWLVDFWLYHLQWKHZRUOGWRGD\
,IDQ\WKLQJ0RUULV·VPRGLÀHGSRVLWLRQZDVPRUHRID
IDQFLIXOFRQMHFWXUHWKDQDWKHRU\ FI)DXONQHU
S  0RUULV FRQFOXGHG ´7KXV DV EHVW DV ZH FDQ
understand both Scripture and science, we must date
the establishment of the second law of thermodynamics,
in its present form at least, from the tragic day on
ZKLFK$GDPVLQQHGµ 0RUULVS 
How much resistance there was to this view in
WKH ÀUVW VHYHUDO GHFDGHV RI WKH PRGHUQ FUHDWLRQLVW
movement would be impossible to quantify.
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ OLWWOH LQ WKH ZD\ RI VFLHQWLÀF RU
theological critique of the equation between the
second law of thermodynamics and the curse was ever
published in creationist literature. The dissenting
position was, until quite recently, perhaps best
represented by Thomas Barnes: “The Second Law of
Thermodynamics began after the existence of a fully
wound-up system with Living Maturityµ %DUQHV
S  7KLV VWDWHPHQW VWURQJO\ LPSOLHV WKDW %DUQHV
believed the second law began before the Fall.
0RUHUHFHQWO\RWKHUFUHDWLRQLVWVKDYHREMHFWHGWRWKH
equation between the second law of thermodynamics
DQGWKHFXUVHKRZHYHUDJDLQOLWWOHKDVEHHQZULWWHQ
DWOHQJWKRQWKHVXEMHFWRWKHUWKDQWKHEULHIUHPDUNV
RI-RQDWKDQ6DUIDWL  +HQRWHVWKDWWKHVHFRQG
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law and its accompanying tendency toward disorder
is not always harmful. He names several examples
ZKHUH WKLV LV WKH FDVH   GLJHVWLRQ WKDW LV WKH
EUHDNLQJ GRZQ RI FRPSOH[ IRRG PROHFXOHV LQWR WKHLU
VLPSOH EXLOGLQJ EORFNV   IULFWLRQ ZKLFK WXUQV
RUGHUHGPHFKDQLFDOHQHUJ\LQWRGLVRUGHUHGKHDW  
KHDWWUDQVIHU IRUH[DPSOHIURPWKHVXQWRWKHHDUWK 
DQG  EUHDWKLQJWKDWLVWKHPRYHPHQWRIJDVIURPD
high pressure to a low pressure. According to Genesis
1 and 2, all of these processes were part of the pre)DOOZRUOG6DUIDWLFRQFOXGHV´DOOEHQHÀFLDOSURFHVVHV
in the world . . . increase the overall disorder of the
universe because the disorder of the surroundings is
increased more than that of the system is reduced,
VKRZLQJWKDWWKHVHFRQGODZLVQRWLQKHUHQWO\DFXUVHµ
6DUIDWLS 2
$V 6DUIDWL H[SODLQV WKHUH DUH VFLHQWLÀF SUREOHPV
with the notion that the second law of thermodynamics
did not exist prior to the curse. The question to be
DVNHGKRZHYHULVZKHWKHUWKHELEOLFDOWH[WDFWXDOO\
PDNHV DQ\ FODLP UHJDUGLQJ WKH H[LVWHQFH RU QRQ
existence of the second law prior to the events of
*HQHVLV6SHFLÀFDOO\  GRHVWKHSURQRXQFHPHQWRI
´YHU\JRRGµLQ*HQHVLVLQGLFDWHDVVRPHZRXOG
FODLP WKDW WKH VHFRQG ODZ ZDV QRQRSHUDWLRQDO"  
'RHV ´YHU\ JRRGµ HTXDWH WR WKH W\SH RI SHUIHFWLRQ
assumed that would exclude the transfer of energy as
UHTXLUHGE\WKHVHFRQGODZ")XUWKHUPRUH  LIWKH
text does not exclude the existence of the second law
prior to the curse, need it be assumed that the effects
of the second law invariably resulted in physical decay,
unhealthy deterioration, and, ultimately, death? The
following section of this paper will examine the factors
involved in answering these questions.
Evaluation
On evaluation of the history of the view that the
second law of thermodynamics began with the curse,
it can be seen that the crux of the issue revolves around
the pronouncement in Genesis 1:31, that all was “very
JRRGµ,WLVDVVXPHGWKDWWKHSURQRXQFHPHQWHTXDWHV
WRWKHWRWDODEVHQFHRIDQ\NLQGRIWHQGHQF\WRZDUG
entropy, or, at the very least, that all such tendencies
were neutralized in a way so as to retain absolute
HIÀFLHQF\EXWLVWKLVUHDOO\ZKDWLVPHDQW"
7KHFRQFHSWRI´JRRGQHVVµUHSUHVHQWHGLQ*HQHVLV
1:31 by the Hebrew ʡ௴ʥʨ, is outlined by Koehler and
%DXPJDUWQHU SS² 3 Its semantic range
LQFOXGHV   merry (VWKHU  3URYHUEV    
pleasant, desirable *HQHVLV       in

2
&I6DUIDWLQGDQG5RVVSS²5RVVRIFRXUVHGRHVQRWDSSURDFKWKHLVVXHZLWKD\RXQJHDUWKFUHDWLRQLVWSHUVSHFWLYH
%HFDXVHKHDVVXPHVWKDWGHDWKSUHFHGHGWKHIDOOKHUHTXLUHVWKHSUHVHQFHRIGHFD\IURPWKHEHJLQQLQJRI*RG·VFUHDWLYHZRUN+RZHYHU
KLVFRPPHQWLVQRQHWKHOHVVVLJQLÀFDQW´:LWKRXWGHFD\ZRUNZRXOGEHLPSRVVLEOH:LWKRXWZRUNSK\VLFDOOLIHZRXOGEHLPSRVVLEOH
IRUZRUNLVHVVHQWLDOWREUHDWKLQJFLUFXODWLQJEORRGFRQWUDFWLQJPXVFOHVGLJHVWLQJIRRG³YLUWXDOO\DOOOLIHVXVWDLQLQJSURFHVVHVµ
3
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQVHHDOVR%RZOLQJ SS² &OLQHVHWDO SS² *RUGRQ SS² +|YHU-RKDJ
SS² DQG6WRHEH SS² 
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order, usable *HQHVLV   .LQJV     
TXDOLWDWLYHO\JRRGHIÀFLHQW 6DPXHO-RE 
 pleasing, beautiful *HQHVLV([RGXV   
friendly, kind *HQHVLV&KURQLFOHV 
  good as to character and value *HQHVLV 
([RGXV  (FFOHVLDVWHV   DQG   morally good
+RVHD0LFDK 4
Clearly, ʡʖ ʥʨ has an expansive semantic range,
H[SUHVVLYH RI WKH FRQFHSW RI ´JRRGQHVVµ LQ UHODWLRQ
WRWKHSUDFWLFDOWKHHVWKHWLFDQGWKHPRUDO5REHUW
Gordon rightly summarizes:
,QJHQHUDOXVDJH´JRRGµLQGLFDWHVDVWDWHRUIXQFWLRQ
appropriate to genre, purpose, or situation. Thus,
the fruit of the trees in Eden is described as “good
IRUIRRGµ *HQFI DQGWKHÀUVWHDUVRIFRUQ
LQ 3KDUDRK·V GUHDP DUH ´JRRGµ     
:RUGV XWWHUHG DSSURSULDWH WR D VLWXDWLRQ RU QHHG
DUH VLPLODUO\ GHVFULEHG 3URY  SHUKDSV FI 
6DP   DQG WKH DGYLFH RI $KLWKRSKHO LQ UHODWLRQ
WR$EVDORP·VEDWWOHSODQVLVSURQRXQFHG´JRRGµHYHQ
though in the event it was not followed because “the
/25' had determined to frustrate the good advice of
$KLWKRSKHOLQRUGHUWREULQJGLVDVWHURQ$EVDORPµ 
6DP  *RUGRQS

Andrew Bowling, though arranging his categories
of meaning slightly differently than do Koehler and
%DXPJDUWQHU PDNHV D FUXFLDO SRLQW LQ QRWLQJ WKDW
WKHVHPHDQLQJVDUHQRWPXWXDOO\H[FOXVLYHWKHUHLV
ÁRZDQGRYHUODSEHWZHHQWKHP+HZULWHV
Some usages blend two or more of the meanings
GLVFXVVHGDERYH7KH´JRRGODQGµRIWKH2OG&RYHQDQW
included practical, economic, and esthetic overtones
'HXW-RVK /LNHZLVHWKHFRQFHSWRI*RG
DV ´JRRGµ LV ULFK ZLWK WKH RYHUWRQHV RI DOO SRVVLEOH
PHDQLQJVRIWKHWHUP´JRRGµ &KU3V 

%RZOLQJS
The pivotal question, however, is, in view of the
immediate context of Genesis 1–2, what can be said
DERXW WKH H[WHQW RI WKH PHDQLQJ RI ´YHU\ JRRGµ LQ
Genesis 1:31? The goodness of creation as indicated
by pronouncement in Genesis 1:31 is commonly
viewed in relation to three aspects of goodness, each
of which can be validated by the surrounding context
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and other Scriptures: completeness, purpose, and
morality. Genesis 1:31 thus proclaims the creation
FRPSOHWHODFNLQJLQQRWKLQJZLWKUHVSHFWWRZKDW*RG
LQWHQGHG WR FUHDWH FI *HQHVLV ²  $GGLWLRQDOO\
LW SURFODLPV WKDW FUHDWLRQ IXOÀOOV LWV SXUSRVH
DFKLHYLQJWKDWIRUZKLFK*RGGHVLJQHGLW FI5RPDQV
 &RORVVLDQV  5 Moreover, especially when
understood in light of the events that transpired in
Genesis 3, indicates that creation is morally good,
without sinful corruption.
:LWK UHVSHFW WR WKH FRPSOHWHQHVV RI FUHDWLRQ
Umberto Cassuto commented:
[N]ow God saw (9(5<7+,1* that He had made, the
creation in its totality, and He perceived that not
RQO\ ZHUH WKH GHWDLOV WDNHQ VHSDUDWHO\ JRRG EXW
WKDW HDFK RQH KDUPRQL]HG ZLWK WKH UHVW KHQFH WKH
ZKROHZDVQRWMXVWgood, but very good. An analogy
might be found in an artist who, having completed
KLVPDVWHUSLHFHVWHSVEDFNDOLWWOHDQGVXUYH\VKLV
KDQGLZRUN ZLWK GHOLJKW IRU ERWK LQ GHWDLO DQG LQ
its entirety it had emerged perfect from his hand.

&DVVXWRS
.HQQHWK 0DWWKHZV KDV OLNHZLVH SRLQWHG RXW WKH
importance of completeness:
>*RG·V@KLJKHVWDFFODLPLVZLWKKHOGXQWLOWKHFRPSOHWHG
creation because only after the six creation days has
WKH OLIHOHVV HDUWK EHHQ IXOO\ FKDQJHG   1RZ WKH
HDUWKDVDUHVXOWRI*RG·V´6SLULWµDQGDQLPDWHGZRUG
is well-ordered, complete, and abounding in life-forms
under the watch care of royal humanity. 0DWWKHZV

S
-DPHV 'L[RQ WKRXJK ZULWLQJ ZLWK D PRUH
GHYRWLRQDOÁDYRUUHPDUNHGVLPLODUO\
7KH´YHU\JRRGµVWDWHPHQWRIVKRZVFRPSOHWHQHVV
Each entity of creation is good, but when it is seen in
complement to the other parts of creation, it is very
good. Each part has independence as a direct creation
RI *RG EXW LW QHHGV WKH UHVW RI FUHDWLRQ WR IXOÀO LWV
own intended purpose. 'L[RQS 6

'L[RQ·V UHPDUN DOVR KLQWV DW WKH VHFRQG DVSHFW
RI FUHDWLRQ·V JRRGQHVV EURXJKW RXW E\ *RG·V
SURQRXQFHPHQW WKDW LV LWV DELOLW\ WR IXOÀOO *RG·V
purposes for it. He further noted:

4
+-6WRHEHQRWHV´7KHPHDQLQJRIܒôbDV¶JRRG·LQDUHOLJLRHWKLFDOVHQVHLVQRWWKHUHVXOWRIDODWHVSLULWXDOL]DWLRQ7KHLPSHWXVLVJLYHQ
by ܒôb’sGLUHFWUHODWLRQVKLSWROLIH,QWKHEDFNJURXQGVWDQGVWKHNQRZOHGJHWKDWOLIHLVSRVVLEOHRQO\WKURXJKWKHRUGHUWRZKLFKWKHܒôb
GHFODUDWLRQVLPXOWDQHRXVO\UHODWHVEHFDXVHWKHUHLVQROLIHRXWVLGHLWµ$OVRKHZULWHV´:LVGRPWRRZLVKHVWRWHDFKWKHZD\RIOLIH FI
3URY ,WLVWKH¶ZD\RIWKHJRRG· 3URYFI¶ZD\RIWKHHYLO· :LVGRPWRRVHHNVPRUDOLW\DQG
UHFRJQL]HVWKHJRRGSHUVRQ 3URY 7KHQRUPVRIWKLVZD\DUH¶MXVWLFH·DQG¶ULJKWHRXVQHVV· 3URYFI
 WKHDLGV¶ZLVGRP·DQG¶LQVLJKW· -RE(FFOFI3URY ,QGHHGWKHVHFRQWH[WVGRQRWODFNH[SUHVVLRQVWKDWSRLQWEH\RQG
DFWXDOZLVGRPWKRXJKW 3URY &RQVHTXHQWO\RQHPD\QRWFRQVWUXHDQH[FOXVLYHFRQWUDVWEHWZHHQSLHW\DQGZLVGRP
QRUPD\RQHVHHWKLVSLHW\DVPHUHO\DIRUPRIZLVGRPWKRXJKWIRULWLVRULHQWHGEH\RQGQRUPVWR*RGKLPVHOIµ)XUWKHUPRUHKHDUJXHV
´7KLVLPSHWXVLVGHHSHQHGLQWKHSURSKHWLFSURFODPDWLRQ HJ6DP0LF+RV LWFDQVKDUHLQGLYLGXDOIRUPXODWLRQVZLWK
ZLVGRP3DUWLFXODUO\LQIRUPDWLYHLVWKHSURFODPDWLRQRI$PRV $PRVI 7KHQRWLRQRIOLIHRFFXSLHVDGHFLVLYHSRVLWLRQJUDQWLQJOLIH
LVDPDWWHUIRUWKHOLYLQJ*RG2QHFDQÀQGLWLQFRPPXQLW\ZLWKKLPRQO\LIRQHREVHUYHVKLVGLUHFWLYHV7KXV¶WRVHHN*RG·DQG¶WRVHHN
JRRG·EHFRPHQHDUO\LGHQWLFDOFRQFHSWVµ 6WRHEHS 
5
1RWHDOVR5RPDQVZKHUHLQWKHZRUOG·VVXEMHFWLRQWRIXWLOLW\VXJJHVWVWKDWWKHFUHDWLRQFDQQRWIXOO\DFKLHYHWKHSXUSRVHIRUZKLFK
it was created.
6
*RUGRQ:HQKDP S OLNHZLVHSRLQWVRXW´7KHKDUPRQ\DQGSHUIHFWLRQRIWKHFRPSOHWHGKHDYHQVDQGHDUWKH[SUHVVHVPRUH
DGHTXDWHO\WKHFKDUDFWHURIWKHLUFUHDWRUWKDQDQ\RIWKHVHSDUDWHFRPSRQHQWVFDQµ
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*RGLVVD\LQJ´,WLVZKDW,LQWHQGHGLWWREHµ(YHU\WKLQJ
FUHDWHGLVFDSDEOHRIIXOÀOOLQJLWVLQWHQGHGSXUSRVH
7KHFUHDWLRQLVQRW´JRRGµLQWKHVHQVHWKDWJRRGQHVV
is inherent in the creation. Inherent goodness can
EHORQJ RQO\ WR *RG ´*RRGQHVVµ LQ WKH FUHDWLRQ LV
GHULYHGIURPIXOÀOOLQJ*RG·VLQWHQGHGSXUSRVHIRULW
As God completes his creation, everything is in place
IRUWKHFRPSOHWHIXOÀOOPHQWRI*RG·VSXUSRVH 'L[RQ

S 7
The goodness of creation with respect to the
IXOÀOOPHQWRI*RG·VSXUSRVHIRULWLVDSRLQWGLVFXVVHG
at some length by Francis Schaeffer:
>9@HUVHVXPVXSWKHZKROHRI*RG·VMXGJPHQW7KLV
LVQRWDUHODWLYHMXGJPHQWEXWDMXGJPHQWRIWKHKRO\
God who has a character and whose character is the
law of the universe. His conclusion: Every step and
every sphere of creation, and the whole thing put
together—man himself and his total environment,
the heavens and the earth—conforms to myself.
Everything at each of the various levels of creation
IXOÀOOVWKHSXUSRVHRILWVFUHDWLRQ7KXVZHÀQGD
doxology in all of creation—everything glorifying to
God on its own level. . . . Each thing stands in proper
UHODWLRQVKLSWR*RGDQGVSHDNVRIZKDW*RGLV$QG
because each thing is functioning in the total context
RIZKDW*RGLV *RG·VEHLQJWKHUHDVWKH&UHDWRU DQG
because each is functioning perfectly on the level
IRU ZKLFK LW ZDV PDGH DOO WKLQJV DUH IXOÀOOHG RQ
their own level—the machine, the animal, and man
himself. 6FKDHIIHUSS²

C. F. Keil, though briefer, has stated essentially the
same thing:

*RGVDZ+LVZRUNDQGbehold it was all very goodLH
HYHU\WKLQJSHUIHFWLQLWVNLQGVRWKDWHYHU\FUHDWXUH
might reach the goal appointed by the Creator,
and accomplish the purpose of its existence. By the
DSSOLFDWLRQRIWKHWHUP´JRRGµWRHYHU\WKLQJWKDW*RG
PDGH DQG WKH UHSHWLWLRQ RI WKH ZRUG ´YHU\µ DW WKH
close of the whole creation, the existence of anything
evil in the creation of God is absolutely denied, and
WKH K\SRWKHVLV HQWLUHO\ UHIXWHG WKDW WKH VL[ GD\V·
ZRUN PHUHO\ VXEGXHG DQG IHWWHUHG DQ XQJRGO\ HYLO
principle, which had already forced its way into it.

.HLOSS²
7
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Notably, Keil asserted that the pronouncement,
´YHU\JRRGµLVLQDGGLWLRQWRDOORWKHUWKLQJVWKDWLW
LQGLFDWHV D PRUDO HYDOXDWLRQ *HUKDUG YRQ 5DG LV
also correct in his observation:
7KLVVWDWHPHQW>´YHU\JRRGµ@H[SUHVVHGDQGZULWWHQ
in a world full of innumerable troubles, preserves an
inalienable concern of faith: no evil was laid upon the
ZRUOG E\ *RG·V KDQG QHLWKHU ZDV KLV RPQLSRWHQFH
OLPLWHG E\ DQ\ NLQG RI RSSRVLQJ SRZHU ZKDWHYHU
:KHQIDLWKVSHDNVRIFUHDWLRQDQGLQGRLQJVRGLUHFWV
its eye toward God, then it can only say that God
created the world perfect. 9RQ5DGS

(XJHQH0HUULOOOLNHZLVHFRPPHQWHGRQWKHPRUDO
JRRGQHVV RI FUHDWLRQ VSHFLÀFDOO\ DV LW UHODWHV WR
humanity:
The biblical record clearly asserts that man was a
perfect being at creation, one of whom the Creator
FRXOGVD\WKDW´LWZDVYHU\JRRGµ *HQ :KLOH
WKLVPD\EHWDNHQDVDQDVVHVVPHQWDVWRWKHDHVWKHWLF
value of what God had done, it certainly includes also
D PRUDO HYDOXDWLRQ RI PDQNLQG WKH RQO\ >HDUWKO\@
creature possessing such a faculty. In fact, that man
was the image of God in a pristine world before he
sinned presupposes his perfection, for God could
KDUGO\KDYHEHHQZHOOUHSUHVHQWHGE\DÁDZHGEHLQJ

0HUULOOSS² 8
To summarize, all three of the aspects of goodness
previously mentioned—completeness, purpose, and
morality—are wholly consistent with the context of
*HQHVLVFUHDWLRQDFFRXQW DVZHOODVRWKHU6FULSWXUHV 
DQG ZLGHO\ DIÀUPHG E\ TXDOLÀHG ELEOLFDO VFKRODUV
however there is nothing in the context to indicate
WKDW*RG·VSURQRXQFHPHQWLQ*HQHVLVRXJKWWREH
FRQVWUXHGDV:LOOLDPVVXJJHVWHGDVQHFHVVLWDWLQJDQ
XQUHDOLVWLFGHJUHHRI´SHUIHFWLRQµLQFU\VWDOVWKDWLV
materials without any irregularity in their crystalline
structure. Furthermore, there is no exegetical data to
VXSSRUW0RUULV·VIDQFLIXOFRQMHFWXUHDERXWSURFHVVHV
RSHUDWLQJZLWKHIÀFLHQF\DQGWKHSRVVLELOLW\RI
building perpetual motion machines.
All of this goes beyond the bounds of what may
EH DVVXPHG LQ WKH VWDWHPHQW ´YHU\ JRRGµ DV VKRZQ
by the semantic range of ʡʖ ʥʨ and the contextual
indicators surrounding the statement. Moreover,

'HUHN.LGQHU S ÀWWLQJO\QRWHV´$QGLIWKHGHWDLOVRI+LVZRUNZHUHSURQRXQFHG¶good· >YY@ WKHZKROH
is very good2OGDQG1HZ7HVWDPHQWDOLNHHQGRUVHWKLVLQWKHLUFDOOWRDWKDQNIXODFFHSWDQFHRIDOOWKLQJVPDWHULDO e.g.3V
7LP² DVERWKIURPDQGIRU*RGµ-RKQ&DOYLQ·VZRUGVDUHDOVRZRUWKFRQVLGHUDWLRQ´7KHUHIRUHWKHÀQDOMXGJPHQWRIZKDW0RVHV
VSHDNVLVOLNHDEULGOHWRKROGEDFNPHQ·VIRROLVKFXULRVLW\DQGHVSHFLDOO\WKDWGLDEROLFDODXGDFLW\ZKLFKWUDQVSRUWVWKHPZKHQWKH\ZDQW
WRFRQWHPSODWH*RGDQGKLVZRUNVDQGVD\¶,GRQRWWKLQNWKDWLVJRRG,WKLQNLWZRXOGEHEHWWHUGRQHGLIIHUHQWO\·%XWEHFDXVH*RGIRXQG
KLVZRUNVJRRGQRWKLQJUHPDLQVH[FHSWIRUXVWRFRQVLGHUWKHPTXLWHKXPEO\NQRZLQJWKDWKHGLGHYHU\WKLQJZLWKVXFKZLVGRPWKDWLI
ZHGRQRWXQGHUVWDQGLWLWLVEHFDXVHRXUVHQVHVDUHGD]]OHGLQGHHGFRPSOHWHO\EOLQG6ROHWXVOHDUQQRWWREHMXGJHVRI*RG·VZRUNVEXW
WR\LHOGWRWKHMXGJPHQWKHKDVJLYHQFRQFHUQLQJWKHPDQGOHWXVÀQGHYHU\WKLQJJRRGVLQFHKHKDVGHFODUHGLWVRDQGOHWXVNQRZWKDWWR
EDWWOHDJDLQVWKLPLVOLNHEXWWLQJRXUKHDGVDJDLQVWDZDOO$FFRUGLQJDV*RG·VEOHVVLQJVKRQHXSRQDOOWKLQJVDERYHDQGEHORZZLWKRXW
H[FHSWLRQ*RG·VJRRGQHVVZDVYLVLEOHLQDOOWKLQJVFUHDWHGµ &DOYLQSS² 
8
Notably, Sarna also writes, “Following the creation of all living things, we meet with the climatic observation that God saw all that he
had made and found it to be ‘veryJRRG·µ  7KHEDVLFEHOLHILQWKHHVVHQWLDOJRRGQHVVRIWKHXQLYHUVHZDVRIFRXUVHGHVWLQHGWRH[HUW
DSRZHUIXOLQÁXHQFHRQWKHGLUHFWLRQRIWKHUHOLJLRQRI,VUDHODQGWRDIIHFWWKHRXWORRNRQOLIHRIWKHSHRSOH,WIRXQGLWVH[SUHVVLRQLQWKH
covenant relationship between God and His people and ultimately achieved its most glorious manifestation in the notion of Messianism—
WZRXQLTXHO\,VUDHOLWHFRQWULEXWLRQVWRUHOLJLRQµ 6DUQDS 

396
since processes requiring the normal operation of the
second law of thermodynamics were in place prior to
WKHFXUVH HJ*HQHVLVHWF LWLVDOPRVW
surely unwarranted to suppose that the second law
was introduced at the time of the curse.
Solution
In view of the preceding argument, it may be
proposed that the curse in Genesis 3 did not initiate
WKHVHFRQGODZRIWKHUPRG\QDPLFVUDWKHULWEURXJKW
about a change related to the effect and eventual
results brought about by the second law. Though the
second law was operative prior to the curse, it was
never permitted by God to result in disease, suffering,
death, or extinction.
Stated another way, the curse did not introduce
entropy—at least not as currently understood
VFLHQWLÀFDOO\ 5DWKHU LW LV ZKDW DOWHUHG WKH ÀQDO
result of entropy, so that it now eventuates in death.
This probably means that the force restraining the
second law from resulting in death lies outside of the
ERXQGVRIWKHVFLHQWLÀFDQGVTXDUHO\ZLWKLQWKHUHDOP
of the supernatural, but this is not a problem within
WKH IUDPHZRUN RI D ELEOLFDO ZRUOGYLHZ 7KDW EHLQJ
said, it is not impossible that, prior to the curse, some
of the effects of the second law were counteracted in
living things by natural repair mechanisms that were
UHPRYHG RUPDGHOHVVHIÀFLHQW DWWKHSURQRXQFHPHQW
of the curse. Of course, this would not have mitigated
the effects of the second law on the universe as a
whole QHFHVVDULO\ WKRXJK LW PLJKW KDYH QHJDWHG
any harmful decay with respect to living creatures.
+RZHYHU WKHUH LV VLPSO\ QR ZD\ RI NQRZLQJ DERXW
these things for sure, the pre-Fall world having now
been lost to history.
Nevertheless, there are hints in the text, even in
the post-Fall world, of occasions whereon the effects
of the second law were miraculously restrained.
'HXWHURQRP\DQG1HKHPLDKDOOUHIHUWR
,VUDHO·VGHVHUWZDQGHULQJVGXULQJZKLFKWLPH´7KHLU
FORWKHVGLGQRWZHDURXWDQGWKHLUIHHWGLGQRWVZHOOµ
The means by which the second law was counteracted
RUDWOHDVWLWVHIIHFWVGHOD\HG LVQRWPHQWLRQHGEXW
it seems fairly obvious from the biblical text that the
second law did not eventuate to the same end that it
normally would have.
Perhaps, then, the sustaining power of God
mentioned in Colossians 1:17 and Hebrews 1:3 was
operative in the pre-Fall world in the same exceptional
ZD\ VSRNHQ RI LQ UHIHUHQFH WR WKH ,VUDHOLWHV LQ WKH
desert.9$V6DUIDWLSHUFHSWLYHO\QRWHV SS²
 LWLVSRVVLEOH´WKDW*RGZLWKGUHZVRPHRI+LV
sustaining power . . . at the Fall so that the decay
HIIHFWRIWKH6HFRQG/DZZDVQRORQJHUFRXQWHUDFWHGµ

L. Anderson, Jr.

VSHFLÀFDOO\ ZLWK UHVSHFW WR WKH DOORZDQFH IRU WKH
GHDWKRIVHQWLHQWFUHDWXUHVERWKPDQDQGEHDVW FI
5RPDQV 
The bottom line is this: There is no biblical
warrant for denying the presence of the second law of
thermodynamics prior to the curse. At the same time,
there must be a clear distinction made between the
second law and the full extent of the effects associated
with it in the post-Fall world. Stambaugh presents a
biblically-balanced conclusion:
[T]here would be entropy in the physical universe
GXULQJ WKH FUHDWLRQ ZHHN %XW ZKHWKHU KXPDQ
and animal death and disease were a part of this
HQWURS\EHIRUHWKH)DOOWKDWLVLQ*RG·V´YHU\JRRGµ
creation, is another question. It should be noted that
the causes of aging are not well understood. There
LVQHLWKHUVFLHQWLÀFZDUUDQWQRUELEOLFDOZDUUDQWWR
WKLQNWKDWDJLQJDVDGHFD\SURFHVVZDVSDUWRIWKH
original creation. So, the second law was certainly
functioning before the Fall. But that does not mean
that there was decay and physical death among the
living creatures . . . before the Fall. 6WDPEDXJK

S
Author’s Note
Be sure to read also the companion paper to this
ZRUN´7KH6HFRQG/DZRI7KHUPRG\QDPLFVDQGWKH
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