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Danny R. Faulkner, Answers in Genesis, P.O. Box 510, Hebron, Kentucky 41048
It has been nearly a year and a half since I published
my modest proposal for a new solution to the light
WUDYHOWLPHSUREOHP )DXONQHU ,KDGH[SHFWHG
that its publication would have generated discussion,
EXWXQWLOQRZLWKDVQRW7KLVODFNRIGLVFXVVLRQKDV
been disappointing to me, so I am delighted that
P\IULHQG-RKQ+DUWQHWWKDVUHVSRQGHGZLWKVRPH
REMHFWLRQV+LVNLQGFULWLTXHJLYHVDQRSSRUWXQLW\WR
clarify a few things and gives me food for thought as
,ZRUNRQUHÀQLQJP\SURSRVDO
)LUVW OHW PH DFNQRZOHGJH WKDW ZKDW , KDYH
proposed is the barest outline of a solution to the light
travel time problem. Originally, I had titled my paper
A New Solution to the Light Travel Time Problem,
but a reviewer of the article suggested that since it
ZDVQRWDIXOOVROXWLRQWKDW,FKDQJHWKHWLWOHWRUHÁHFW
that the paper was best described as a proposal for
a solution rather than a solution itself. That was an
excellent suggestion, which I readily agreed with.
Even after nearly a year and a half, I regret that I
have not advanced my proposal as far as I had hoped
that I would have.
, FDQ VHH ZK\ -RKQ WKLQNV WKDW P\ SURSRVDO LV
similar to something that he had considered in
2007, yet I believe that there are differences. Unless
, KDYH PLVXQGHUVWRRG -RKQ·V TXRWH LW DSSHDUV
that he was considering the rapid transportation
RI OLJKW IURP GLVWDQW REMHFWV WR WKH HDUWK VRPHWLPH
DIWHU WKH &UHDWLRQ :HHN 0\ SURSRVDO LV WKDW WKH
rapid transportation of light was entirely during
WKH &UHDWLRQ :HHN DQG DOPRVW FHUWDLQO\ FRQWDLQHG
ZLWKLQ'D\)RXU,JDWKHUIURPZKDW-RKQZURWHWKDW
WKHLGHDWKDWKHEULHÁ\FRQVLGHUHGLVRQJRLQJLQWKDW
OLJKWIURPGLVWDQWREMHFWVWUDYHOVUDSLGO\WRQHDUWKH
solar system even today, whereupon the light reverts
to normal speed near the solar system. I propose that
the behavior of light has been the same since the
&UHDWLRQ:HHNDQGSUREDEO\VLQFH'D\)RXU7KDW
LV,FRQÀQHWKHPLUDFOHWR'D\)RXU
, FDQ DOVR VHH ZK\ -RKQ PD\ WKLQN WKDW ZKDW
, SURSRVH LV VLPLODU WR ZKDW %DUU\ 6HWWHUÀHOG KDV
proposed, that the speed of light initially was very
great but has since decreased to what we observe
today. However, there is a large difference between
%DUU\·V PRGHO DQG ZKDW , SURSRVH LQ WKDW %DUU\

wishes to do this through physical mechanisms.
On the other hand, I suggest that this was done
PLUDFXORXVO\GXULQJWKH&UHDWLRQ:HHN
I fear that too often we creation scientists want
WR H[WUDSRODWH WKH ZD\ WKDW WKH ZRUOG QRZ ZRUNV
EDFNLQWRWKH&UHDWLRQ:HHN%XWLVQ·WWKLVWKHVDPH
PLVWDNH WKDW XQLIRUPLWDULDQV PDNH" &HUWDLQO\ ZH
can all agree that the sudden introduction of matter
and light in Day One was miraculous. We also can
agree that the sudden appearance of plants on Day
Three and the sudden appearance of animals on Days
Five and Six were miraculous. The same is true of
creation of man and woman on Day Six. We probably
can agree that when God made the astronomical
bodies on Day Four that He used some miraculous
SURFHVV 7KHQ ZK\ LV LW VR GLIÀFXOW WR DFFHSW WKH
possibility that God may have used a miraculous
PHDQV LQ RUGHU WR PDNH WKRVH DVWURQRPLFDO ERGLHV
YLVLEOHRQ'D\)RXU"
$FWXDOO\ ,·P QRW SURSRVLQJ MXVW D QHZ ZD\ RI
ORRNLQJ DW WKH OLJKW WUDYHO WLPH SUREOHP EXW WKDW
ZH DOVR UHHYDOXDWH WKH ZD\ WKDW ZH ORRN DW WKH
&UHDWLRQ :HHN 2EYLRXVO\ DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH
&UHDWLRQ :HHN SK\VLFV DV ZH QRZ NQRZ LW ZDV
not in operation. For instance, when God initially
created matter in Genesis 1:1, light did not yet exist,
for God made light in Genesis 1:3. Physically, it is
inconceivable today that matter could exist without
light, so physics must have been somewhat different
WKHQ:KHQGLGSK\VLFVDVZHQRZNQRZLWFRPHLQWR
RSHUDWLRQ" :H GR QRW NQRZ EXW WKHUH DUH VHYHUDO
possibilities. One possibility is that God ordained
GLIIHUHQWSDUWVRISK\VLFVDVZHNQRZLWDWGLIIHUHQW
WLPHV GXULQJ WKH &UHDWLRQ :HHN EXW FHUWDLQO\ DOO
was completed by the end of Day Six. Hence the very
rapid transportation of light to the earth on Day Four
may not have been a suspension of laws of physics,
for they may not yet have been fully in effect. And
even if it were a suspension of physical laws, why
LV WKDW D SUREOHP" $OPRVW E\ GHÀQLWLRQ FUHDWLRQ LV
supernatural, not bound by natural law.
2EYLRXVO\WKHUHLVPXFKOHIWWREHÁHVKHGLQZLWK
my proposal. For instance, numerous Old Testament
statements of God stretching the heavens appear to
EHLQWKHSDVWWHQVH$V,·YHSUHYLRXVO\QRWHGWKHVH
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could be a descriptions of what I propose happened on
Day Four. However, rapidly transporting light and
stretching of space would appear to be two different
things, so I wish to be tentative on that connection
for now. There remains a perplexing question for
my proposal that I have not yet mentioned. During
WKH &UHDWLRQ :HHN DQG IRU DW OHDVW IRXU \HDUV
afterward, light from the stars must have spent a
SRUWLRQ RI LWV MRXUQH\ GXULQJ WKH GD\ )RXU PLUDFOH
For nearby stars, we long ago transitioned from
rapidly transported light to light merely moving at
the speed of light. This would be true for anything
within approximately 6000 light years. However,
OLJKWIURPREMHFWVPRUHGLVWDQWWKDQOLJKW\HDUV
still must have been transported very rapidly for at
OHDVWSDUWRIWKHLUMRXUQH\WRXV:RXOGWKHWUDQVLWLRQ

D. R. Faulkner

from one mode to the other leave some physical
HYLGHQFH",WZRXOGEHHDV\WRVXJJHVWWKDWWKHDQVZHU
to that question is no, but that raises the question
RIZK\(YHQWRPHWKHVXJJHVWLRQWKDWWKDWLVMXVW
part of the miracle is not satisfying. I freely admit
WKDWP\SURSRVDOLVDQXQVFLHQWLÀFRQHEXWWRDUJXH
otherwise would amount to the suggestion that we
FRXOGGHYHORSDVFLHQWLÀFWKHRU\RIFUHDWLRQ
$JDLQ , ZLVK WR H[SUHVV P\ WKDQNV WR -RKQ IRU
EULQJLQJ XS WKHVH SRLQWV , ORRN IRUZDUG WR IXUWKHU
discussion of this important topic.
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