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$5HYLHZRI+XJK5RVV·/DWHVW%RRN
Navigating Genesis
'DQQ\5)DXONQHU$QVZHUVLQ*HQHVLV32%R[+HEURQ.HQWXFN\
$EVWUDFW
,UHYLHZVFLHQWLILF DQGELEOLFDOSUREOHPVZLWKWKHWHDFKLQJVRI+XJK5RVVEDVHGXSRQKLVPRVWUHFHQWO\
SXEOLVKHGERRN$V,VKRZHGLQDSUHYLRXVVWXG\RIKLVHDUOLHUZRUNV5RVVSRRUO\KDQGOHVERWKVFLHQWLILF
IDFWVDQGELEOLFDOWH[WV:KLOHPDQ\&KULVWLDQVVXSSRUW5RVV·EURDGFRQFOXVLRQVIHZZRXOGDJUHHZLWK
WKHGHWDLOVRI5RVV·DUJXPHQW

.H\ZRUGV+XJK5RVVORFDOIORRGGD\DJHWKHRU\
,QWURGXFWLRQ
7KLV PRVW UHFHQW ERRN E\ +XJK 5RVV DSSHDUV WR
EHKLVWHQWKERRNDVDVLQJOHDXWKRU,VD\DSSHDUV
EHFDXVH DIWHU UHDGLQJ WKLV ERRN , UHDOL]HG WKDW LW
UHDOO\ LV D UHYLVLRQ RI DQ HDUOLHU ERRN The Genesis
Question 5RVV WKDWKDVDOUHDG\EHHQWKURXJK
a second edition. However, there is nothing in this
QHZERRNWKDWFOHDUO\VXJJHVWVWKDWLWLVDQHZHGLWLRQ
of The Genesis QuestionDQGWKLVERRNHYHQFDUULHV
a different title. Many of the chapter titles, as well
DVWKHWH[WDUHWKHVDPHLQWKHVHWZRERRNVWKRXJK
there has been some editing and some rearrangement
RIWKHPDWHULDOLQWKHODWWHUERRNZKLFKLVFRQVLVWHQW
ZLWKDQHZHGLWLRQUDWKHUWKDQDQHZERRN
, SUHYLRXVO\ RIIHUHG DQ HYDOXDWLRQ RI 5RVV·
DSRORJHWLFV )DXONQHU   7KRXJK WKDW DUWLFOH
included material from The Genesis Question, I
have endeavored not to repeat that discussion here.
5DWKHU,IRFXVKHUHRQLVVXHVWKDW,GLGQRWSUHYLRXVO\
UDLVH$V,GHPRQVWUDWHGHDUOLHU5RVVEDGO\KDQGOHV
ERWK ELEOLFDO WH[WV DQG FXUUHQW VFLHQWLÀF WKLQNLQJ
In Navigating Genesis 5RVV JLYHV PRUH VSHFLÀF
LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW KLV PRGHO RI D ORFDO IORRG 0\
analysis of that model is more in-depth thaQ
the other topics that I treat here, so I have
published P\ FULWLTXH RI 5RVV· ORFDO IORRG PRGHO
VHSDUDWHO\ )DXONQHUD 
$6XSHUQRYDDVWKH&DXVHRI5HGXFWLRQRI
+XPDQ/LIHWLPHVDV5HFRUGHGLQ*HQHVLV
There are some differences between the earlier
DQGODWHUERRNV)RULQVWDQFHRQSS²RIThe
Genesis Question5RVVFRQFOXGHGWKDWDVXSHUQRYD
explosion thousands of years ago produced cosmic
UD\V WKDW SOD\HG D VLJQLÀFDQW UROH LQ GLPLQLVKLQJ
human lifetimes after the Flood. He even concluded
that the supernova that created the Vela pulsar was
“the only supernova eruption that could possibly
be implicated in the shortening of human life
VSDQVµ 2Q SS² RI Navigating Genesis,

5RVV UHSHDWHG WKLV GLVFXVVLRQ H[FHSW WKLV WLPH KH
discounted the Vela supernova and claimed that
the culprit actually was the supernova that created
WKHSXOVDU365%6R5RVV·HDUOLHUDEVROXWH
statement that the supernova that created the Vela
pulsar was “. . . the only supernova eruption that
could possibly be implicated in the shortening of
human life spans . . .” is not true. The case for either
supernova was based upon the supposed distance,
age, and other characteristics of the respective
supernova events. One must question whether in the
IXWXUH 5RVV ZLOO GLVWDQFH KLPVHOI IURP \HW DQRWKHU
supernova event.
(DUO\3ODQHWDU\$WPRVSKHUHV
As in The Genesis Question, in Navigating Genesis
5RVV GLVFXVVHG WKH VXSSRVHG HDUO\ HYROXWLRQ RI
SODQHWDU\ DWPRVSKHUHV $V EHIRUH 5RVV FODLPHG
that early in its history Earth had an opaque
atmosphere. This is in concordance with his manner
in interpreting the sun, moon, and stars appearing
RQ 'D\ )RXU RI WKH &UHDWLRQ :HHN ,Q 5RVV· YLHZ
UDWKHUWKDQ*RGPDNLQJDVWURQRPLFDOERGLHVRQ'D\
Four, God made astronomical bodies earlier and they
EHFDPH YLVLEOH RQ (DUWK·V VXUIDFH 'D\ )RXU DV WKH
HDUWK·VDWPRVSKHUHFOHDUHG+RZHYHUWKLVLVDQROG
idea, as planetary scientists abandoned that theory
decades ago in favor of a terrestrial atmosphere
that was transparent very early (Kasting and
&DWOLQJ 7KHUHIRUH5RVV·WKHRU\DERXW(DUWK·V
early atmosphere is far out of date from what most
SODQHWDU\ VFLHQWLVWV WKLQN WKRXJK PRVW UHDGHUV
SUREDEO\ZRXOGQRWNQRZWKLV,QKLVQHZERRN+XJK
5RVVZURWH S 
7KH\·YH OHDUQHG WKDW 3ODQHWV DV PDVVLYH DV (DUWK
DQG DV GLVWDQW IURP WKHLU KRVW VWDU WKHLU ´VXQµ 
W\SLFDOO\ VWDUW ZLWK D WKLFN RSDTXH OLJKWEORFNLQJ 
atmosphere. The smallest of the extrasolar (outside
RXU VRODU V\VWHP  SODQHWV IRU ZKLFK DVWURQRPHUV
KDYH D PHDVXUHPHQW RI WKH SODQHWV· DWPRVSKHULF
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mass is 6.5 times more massive than Earth and has
an atmosphere at least 4,000 times “heavier” than
(DUWK·VDWPRVSKHUHWRGD\

There are at least two things wrong with this
VWDWHPHQW )LUVW WKH UHIHUHQFH WKDW 5RVV JDYH
IRU WKLV 0LOOHU5LFFL DQG )RUWQH\   GLG QRW
measure the atmosphere of the planet in question
*-E 5DWKHUWKH\RIIHUHGDUDQJHRISRVVLEOH
model atmospheres for this planet based upon the
SODQHW·V REVHUYHG PDVV DQG UDGLXV %RWK WKH PDVV
and radius of the planet have uncertainties, so the
DFWXDO VWUXFWXUH RI LWV DWPRVSKHUH LV XQNQRZQ
6HFRQG 5RVV XVHG WKLV UHIHUHQFH LQ HYLGHQFH RI KLV
claim that planets of this type “typically start with
DWKLFNRSDTXHDWPRVSKHUHµ+RZHYHUQRWPDQ\
DVWURQRPHUVZRXOGVXJJHVWWKDW*-ELVD\RXQJ
SODQHW7KHLQIHUUHGPHWDOOLFLW\RIWKHKRVWVWDU*-
LVVLPLODUWRWKHVXQ·VPHWDOOLFLW\ 5RMDV$\DOD
HW DO   VXJJHVWLQJ D FRPSDUDEOH DJH &XUUHQW
PRGHOV RI SODQHW IRUPDWLRQ ZKLFK 5RVV HQGRUVHV 
suggest that planets have ages similar to their
KRVWVWDUV7KXVWKHH[WUDVRODUSODQHW*-ELV
conventionally dated as being several billion years
ROGDQGVRFDQQRWEHXVHGWRVXSSRUW5RVV·FRQWHQWLRQ
WKDWSODQHWVEHJLQZLWKWKLFNRSDTXHDWPRVSKHUHV
$OVRLWLVQRWFOHDUZKHUH5RVVJRWKLVÀJXUHRIDQ
atmosphere that is “DW OHDVW  WLPHV ¶KHDYLHU·
WKDQ(DUWK·VDWPRVSKHUHWRGD\.”
5RVV FRQWLQXHG KLV GLVFXVVLRQ RI HDUO\ SODQHWDU\
DWPRVSKHUHVDQGVWDWHGWKDW S 
7KXV DVWURQRPHUV HVWLPDWH WKDW WKH (DUWK·V
primordial atmosphere was a least 200 times more
massive than our current atmosphere.

There is no reference given for this, probably
because astronomers do not estimate this.
$SSDUHQWO\WKLVHVWLPDWHLV5RVV·DQGLVEDVHGXSRQ
KLV GLVFXVVLRQ RI WKH DWPRVSKHUH RI 9HQXV 5RVV
FRUUHFWO\ SRLQWHG RXW WKDW 9HQXV· DWPRVSKHUH LV 
WLPHV JUHDWHU WKDQ (DUWK·V DWPRVSKHUH DQG WKHQ
KH UHDVRQHG WKDW 9HQXV· ZHDNHU JUDYLW\ DQG FORVHU
proximity to the sun would have caused Venus to
lose more of its atmosphere into space. There are
VHYHUDOSUREOHPVZLWKWKLV,V5RVVVXJJHVWLQJWKDW
(DUWK·V DWPRVSKHUH LV PRUH HYROYHG VR WKDW 9HQXV·
atmosphere is more primitive? If so, this is a very
old idea that was long ago discarded by planetary
scientists. For some time, planetary scientists have
YLHZHG 9HQXV· DWPRVSKHUH DV PDWXUH EXW WKDW WKH
DWPRVSKHUHV RI (DUWK DQG 9HQXV WRRN GHFLGHGO\
GLIIHUHQW HYROXWLRQDU\ SDWKV 9HQXV· DWPRVSKHUH LV
dominated by CO2, so the question arises why the
Earth does not have a CO2 based atmosphere. The
DQVZHULVWKDWPXFKRI(DUWK·V&22 is bound up in
FDUERQDWH URFNV 3ODQHWDU\ VFLHQWLVWV KDYH GHYLVHG
a theory, the runaway greenhouse effect, to explain
why Venus has much of its CO2 in its atmosphere.

'5)DXONQHU

)XUWKHUPRUH 5RVV· UHDVRQLQJ KHUH GRHV QRW PDNH
sense. He stated that he would expect that Venus
would have dissipated more of its atmosphere into
space, but then he argues that the Earth lost far
more—a reduction from 200 greater than the current
atmosphere to the current atmosphere is a 99.5%
reduction.
7KH(DUO\(DUWK
2QS5RVVVWDWHGWKDW
(DUWK·V URWDWLRQ UDWH KDV GHFUHDVHG E\ D IDFWRU RI
three or more over the past four billion years as a
result of tidal interactions among Earth, the Sun,
and the Moon.

Since the Earth now rotates with a period of about
 KRXUV D WKUHHIROG GHFUHDVH LQ WKH GD\·V OHQJWK
would have required the day have been eight hours,
RUHYHQOHVVZKHQRQHFRQVLGHUV5RVV·FODLPWKDWWKH
change was “a factor of three or more.” However, this
rotation period for the early Earth is far too short.
+DQVHQ  UDQVHYHUDOPRGHOVDQGIRXQGDUDQJH
RI ² KRXUV IRU WKH (DUWK·V URWDWLRQ SHULRG 
billion years ago.
2Q SS² 5RVV GHVFULEHG WKH HDUO\ (DUWK DV
being covered by a deep ocean with no land reaching
above the ocean, all allegedly in concordance with the
use of “the deep” in Genesis 1:2. The Hebrew word
translated “the deep” is better rendered “watery
abyss,” but the early Earth being covered by water
is best indicated by the context. One infers from the
ODFN RI PHQWLRQ RI DQ\ UHPRYDO RI WKLV ZDWHU XQWLO
Genesis 1:9 that this water continually covered the
Earth until the dry land appeared on Day Three. In
5RVV·YLHZWKLVIDFWIURP*HQHVLVKDGEHHQSURYHG
by modern science, but has it? The question of how
GHHS WKH ZDWHU RQ WKH (DUWK·V VXUIDFH ELOOLRQV RI
years ago has been debated for some time among
evolutionary scientists. For a while, most scientists
thought that if the Earth initially had any bodies of
water, they were removed and later replaced with
water brought to Earth by impacts of asteroids and
comets, but recent studies of crystals that must form
in water have suggested that liquid water existed
YHU\ HDUO\ LQ (DUWK·V KLVWRU\ +RZHYHU WKH PHUH
SUHVHQFHRIOLTXLGZDWHURQWKH(DUWK·VVXUIDFHGRHV
not imply that the Earth was deeply covered by
water. Most scientists today probably would disagree
ZLWK5RVV·DVVHVVPHQWWKDWZDWHUGHHSO\FRYHUHGWKH
early Earth.
$ IHZ SDJHV ODWHU SS²  LQ GLVFXVVLQJ WKH
RULJLQ RI WKH PRRQ 5RVV GHVFULEHG WKH FXUUHQW
JUD]LQJ LPSDFW WKHRU\ RI OXQDU RULJLQ +H REVHUYHG
that the impact that formed the moon would have
EODVWHGPRVWRI(DUWK·VRULJLQDORSDTXHDWPRVSKHUH
into space and allowed a translucent replacement
DWPRVSKHUH 5RVV GDWHV WKLV HYHQW WR 'D\ 2QH
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when God commanded that there be light and He
VHSDUDWHG WKH OLJKW DQG GDUN 7KDW LV OLJKW RQ WKH
surface of the Earth (the perspective of the creation
DFFRXQW EHFDPHSRVVLEOHZKHQWKHDWPRVSKHUHZDV
VXIÀFLHQWO\ FOHDUHG E\ WKH LPSDFW WKDW IRUPHG WKH
PRRQ7KXV5RVVGDWHV'D\2QHYHU\HDUO\FORVHWR
4.5 billion years ago. However, the supposed impact
that formed the moon probably would have removed
WKH(DUWK·VRFHDQDVZHOODVPRVWRIWKHDWPRVSKHUH
Indeed, no one has dated liquid water on the Earth
prior to 4.4 billion years ago, 100 million years after
WKHLPSDFW7KHUHIRUHWKHUHLVDSUREOHPZLWK5RVV·
insistence that water completely covered the Earth
prior to Day One.
7KH/LJKWIRUWKH)LUVW7KUHH'D\V
2Q S  5RVV DWWHPSWHG WR GLVPLVV WKH
VXJJHVWLRQ of many recent creationists that God
was the source RI OLJKW IRU WKH ILUVW WKUHH GD\V RU
PRUH VSHFLILFDOO\ WKDW WKH OLJKW SUHVHQW ZDV *RG·V
Shekinah glory.15RVVUHIHUVWRH[HJHWLFDOSUREOHPV
for this suggestion, though he did not discuss
those. 5DWKHU KH FRQFHQWUDWHG RQ D ´ZDOO RI
VFLHQWLILF implausibility” that this suggestion
supposedly runs LQWR )RU LQVWDQFH WKH ILUVW
SUREOHP WKDW KH OLVWHG ZDV WKDW WKH OLJKW QHHGHG
H[DFWO\WRPDWFKWKHVXQ·Vlight in spectral response
and effective temperature. 7KLVEHWUD\VPDWHULDOLVW
WKLQNLQJRQ5RVV·SDUWLQWKDWLWDPRXQWVWRDGHQLDO
RI *RG·V DELOLW\ WR DFW PLUDFXORXVO\ WR PDWFK WKH
VXQ·V VSHFWUXP ,W PD\ be more accurate to say
that God on Day Four made the sun so that
its spectrum matched the original light that He
created on Day One. This XQGHUVFRUHVDVHULRXV
SUREOHP XQGHUO\LQJ 5RVV· FUHDWLRQ DSRORJHWLF³KH
IDLOV WR DFNQRZOHGJH WKH tremendous role that the
miraculous played in the creation. Creation by its
very nature is miraculous. 2QH PD\ MXVW DV ZHOO
WKURZXSVFLHQWLILFREMHFWLRQVto the miracles of the
virgin birth and resurrection. )XUWKHUPRUH
XQGHUO\LQJ WKLV REMHFWLRQ LV WKH assumption of
millions of years. Of course plants could not long
survive without the light of the sun or VRPHWKLQJ
WKDWFORVHO\PDWFKHGWKHVXQ·VOLJKWEXWnot if the
time involved is at best a day, for plants today
easily survive such lapses of sunlight.
%HKHPRWKDQG/HYLDWKDQ
2QS5RVVVWDWHGWKDWGLQRVDXUVSUREDEO\ZHUH
created and existed on Day Five. These were the
1


ODUJHVWODQGDQLPDOVWKDWHYHUOLYHG\HW5RVVLQVLVWV
WKDW WKH\ ZHUHQ·W PDGH RQ WKH GD\ WKDW *RG PDGH
ODQGDQLPDOV&RQWLQXLQJRQWKLVSDJH5RVVVWDWHG
Some Christians assert that the Bible doesVSHDNRI
dinosaurs. They claim the “behemoth” and “leviathan”
RI-RE 40 and 41 must be references to Triceratops,
Tyrannosaurus rex, or some other dinosaur species.

This is a misrepresentation of the recent creation
position, for these are not the creatures that recent
creationists generally identify with the behemoth
DQG OHYLDWKDQ 5DWKHU EHKHPRWK LV LGHQWLÀHG DV
some sort of sauropod and leviathan as possibly a
SOHVLRVDXU5RVVPLJKWFODLPWKDWKLVSKUDVH´RUVRPH
RWKHUGLQRVDXUVSHFLHVµZRXOGVXIÀFHEXWWKLVKDUGO\
would describe plesiosaurs, since most scientists
believe that plesiosaurs were not dinosaurs. There
may be some recent creationist who has made the
LGHQWLÀFDWLRQVWKDW5RVVVXJJHVWVWKRXJK,DPQRW
DZDUHRIDQ\RQHZKRGRHV(YHQLIVRPHRQHGLGPDNH
WKLVLGHQWLÀFDWLRQLWKDUGO\LVUHSUHVHQWDWLYHRIWKH
UHFHQW FUHDWLRQ SRVLWLRQ 2Q WKH QH[W SDJH S 
5RVV GLVFXVVHV ZKDW KH WKLQNV WKDW WKH EHKHPRWK
and leviathan were. He noted that the singular form
of behemoth, behema,2 appears in Genesis 1, where
he says that it is “part of the description of certain
land mammals created on the sixth creation day.”
However, there is no reason why behema must refer
only to land mammals (excluding reptiles or other
FODVVHV WKDW GLQRVDXUV OLNHO\ EHORQJHG WR  5DWKHU
behema refers to large land animals. The only reason
ZK\ 5RVV LQVLVWV WKDW behema must refer to land
mammals is his belief that God made dinosaurs on
Day Five rather than Day Six.
7KH6DEEDWKDQGWKH'D\$JH7KHRU\
2Q S 5RVV OLQNHG 6DEEDWK UHVW RI IDUPODQG
with pest control. However, pest control is best
handled with the related practice of crop rotation, not
allowing land to be fallow. Probably more important
for the Sabbath rest of farmland is the recovery of soil
ZLWKUHJDUGVWRQXWULHQWVDQGIHUWLOL]HU
,Q DUJXLQJ IRU WKH GD\DJH WKHRU\ RQ S 5RVV
HQOLVWHG3VDOP²-RKQ²DQG+HEUHZV
² DV ZHOO DV 5HYHODWLRQ  LQ VXSSRUW RI KLV
claim that the seventh day of creation is continuing
today. However, none of these passages supports
this position. Written by David, Psalm 95 warned
Israel not to harden their hearts as their forbearers
had done in the wilderness. That generation spent
\HDUVLQWKHZLOGHUQHVV YHUVH DQGWKH/25'
swore in His wrath that they would not enter His
UHVW YHUVH   7KH VHYHQWK GD\ WKH 6DEEDWK LV

1RWHWKDWZKLOHWKLVLVDFRPPRQVXJJHVWLRQLWLVFRQMHFWXUH:HGRQRWNQRZWKHVRXUFHRIOLJKWRQWKH(DUWKIRUWKHÀUVWWKUHH
GD\VRIWKH&UHDWLRQ:HHNEHFDXVH*HQHVLVGRHVQRWWHOOXV
2
The Hebrew ʺˣʮʒʤʍˎLQ-REIILVDOPRVWVXUHO\DSOXUDORIPDMHVW\QRWRIQXPEHU:KHQDSOXUDORIPDMHVW\LVDGRSWHGDVD
proper noun, it can be tenuous to attempt to derive the meaning of the word from the singular form. Also, the singular ʤʕʮʤ
ʒ ʍˎ simply
PHDQV´EHDVWµ FI*HQHVLV([RGXV -HUHPLDK DQGLVVRPHWLPHVXVHGRIDQLPDOVLQJHQHUDO


QRW PHQWLRQHG LQ 3VDOP  5DWKHU WKH FRQWH[W LV
the denial of that generation entering the Promised
/DQG7KH3URPLVHG/DQGRIIHUHGSHDFHSURVSHULW\
and security, amounting to a form of rest when
FRPSDUHG WR WKH ZLOGHUQHVV ZRQGHULQJ 'DYLG·V
warning implied that the people of Israel, because
of their unbelief, still had not yet fully entered that
state of rest. Therefore, Psalm 95 is not about the
Sabbath, and the claim that it in some way supports
WKHQRWLRQWKDW'D\6HYHQRIWKH&UHDWLRQ:HHNLV
ongoing is false.
Hebrews 4 quotes liberally from Psalm 95. Verse
 HQFRXUDJHV EHOLHYHUV WR HQWHU *RG·V UHVW LQ VRPH
sense a rest comparable to that of the rest promised to
WKRVHZKRZRXOGHQWHUWKH3URPLVHG/DQG+HEUHZV
4:3 assures us that those who believe will enter that
rest, and it quotes a portion of Psalm 95:11. Hebrews
4:7 implies a warning to us today not to harden our
KHDUWVLQLWVTXRWDWLRQRIDSRUWLRQRI3VDOP²
+RZHYHU WKH UHVW VSRNHQ RI LQ +HEUHZV  LV D
comparison to the rest promised to ancient Israel, not
equivalence, as nearly any commentary of Hebrews
will concur. For instance, consider the words of
+HZLWW SS² 
The unbelieving Israelites who perished did not
QXOOLI\WKHSURPLVHWKDWVRPHZRXOGHQWHULQWR*RG·V
UHVWQRUZDVWKHSURPLVHIXOÀOOHGZKHQWKHLUFKLOGUHQ
entered the promised land. The rest that these
HQMR\HGZDVRQO\DW\SHRI*RG·VUHVWDQGWKHUHIRUH
incomplete. The promise of God that some should
enter His rest still remains, but in the light of what
happened to those who left Egypt an exhortation to
fear is given to the readers. This exhortation carries
with it a suggestion that each reader should examine
himself lest he be still not in the way which leads to
that rest.

+HEUHZV  VSHDNV RI D UHVW WKDW LV HWHUQDO ,W
GUDZV XSRQ 3VDOP  LQ RUGHU WR PDNH D WKHPDWLF
FRQQHFWLRQ 3VDOP  VSHDNV RI UHVW LQ WKH ODQG RI
,VUDHO ZKLFKLVRQO\UHÁHFWLYH of the rest in Genesis
 DQGLPSHUIHFWO\VRDWWKDW +HEUHZVSLFNVXS
on this intertextual connection and traces out the
LPSOLFDWLRQV WKDW LV VKRZLQJ KRZ WKHVH YHUVHV
anticipated a greater future rest. But this is thematic
expansion/development, not equivocation that
GHPDQGV WKDW *HQHVLV  VSHDNV RI RQJRLQJ UHVW
,QFLGHQWDOO\5HYHODWLRQ²VKRZVWKHDWWDLQPHQW
RIWKHDQWLFLSDWHGUHVW5RVVKDVLGHQWLÀHGFRUUHFWO\
the thematic connection between these texts, but
has read into the earlier texts a meaning that is not
SUHVHQWLQWKHP+HEUHZVVWDWHVWKDWLI-RVKXD
had given Israel rest upon entering the Promised
/DQG WKHQ 'DYLG ZULWLQJ LQ 3VDOP   ZRXOG QRW
KDYHVSRNHQRIVRPHRWKHUGD\RIUHVW+HEUHZV
compares this rest to the seventh day rest in quoting
Genesis 2:2 that God rested from creating on the
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seventh day. However, this is not to be confused with
the Fourth Commandment, which is a mere picture
RI *RG·V UHVW 7KH RQO\ FRQQHFWLRQ WR WKH )RXUWK
Commandment in Hebrews 4 is in verse 9. Up to this
SRLQW WKH ZULWHU RI +HEUHZV XVHG WKH *UHHN ZRUG
katapausis for rest, but in verse 9 he used the word
sabbatismos, meaning Sabbath rest. This is only time
that this word appears in the New Testament, and
the writer may have coined the word when he used it.
Most commentators believe that this term was used
LQDVSLULWXDOVHQVH7KHÀQDOHQFRXUDJHPHQWIRUXV
WRHQWHUWKDWUHVWLQYHUVHV²FHUWDLQO\UHLQIRUFHV
that interpretation.
Obviously, the rest, even the Sabbath rest
PHQWLRQHGLQ+HEUHZVLVDW\SHDQGWRWDNHIURP
this passage some subtle support for the day-age
theory is to miss the entire point of this passage.
Perhaps it is the use of the word “today” in Hebrews
 DQG 3VDOP ² WKDW KDV FRQIXVHG 5RVV LQWR
WKLQNLQJ WKDW ´WRGD\µ KHUH UHIHUV WR DQ RQJRLQJ
seventh day of the creation. However, the “today” here
UHIHUVWRWKHPRPHQWDQGWRWKHXUJHQF\LQPDNLQJ
a decision (this is reminiscent of 2 Corinthians 6:2,
ZKLFKLQWXUQLVTXRWDWLRQIURP,VDLDK 
$VIRU-RKQ²LWLVDELWEL]DUUHWRVXJJHVW
this passage teaches the ongoing nature of the
seventh day of creation. The context of this passage
LVWKDW-HVXVKDGKHDOHGDPDQZKRFRXOGQ·WZDON
6RPH RI WKH -HZV VRXJKW WR NLOO -HVXV EHFDXVH +H
KDGGRQHWKLVRQWKH6DEEDWK-HVXVUHSOLHGWKDWDV
+LV)DWKHUZRUNHGVWLOOVRGLG+HZKLFKFDXVHGWKH
-HZVWRZDQWWRNLOOKLPHYHQPRUH,WLVDFRPSOHWH
mystery how this passage supports the belief that the
VHYHQWKGD\RIWKH&UHDWLRQ:HHNKDVQRWHQGHGDQG
hence is continuing today.
5RVVIXUWKHUVWDWHGWKDW S 
5HYHODWLRQ  WHOOV XV WKDW WKH VHYHQWK GD\ ZLOO
HYHQWXDOO\HQGIRUXVZKHQ*RG·VSXUSRVHVIRUWKLV
FRVPRV KDYH EHHQ ¬IXOILOOHG DQG¬ *RG XQYHLOV DQ
entirely new heaven and earth for us, a new creation
with new physical laws, appropriate, as always, to
WKHIXOÀOOPHQWRI+LVGLYLQHSXUSRVHVDQGSODQVIRU
life beyond cosmic time.

5HYHODWLRQGRHVGHVFULEHDQHZKHDYHQDQGD
QHZ HDUWK DV ZHOO DV D 1HZ -HUXVDOHP +RZHYHU
there is no hint of the closing of the seventh day
KHUH QRU QHZ SK\VLFDO ODZV 5RVV KDV FRQMHFWXUHG
WKHVHDQGDWWHPSWVWRXVH5HYHODWLRQWRVXSSRUW
his teachings on this, but the chapter does not teach
these things. His claims on this at best grossly
misrepresent the text.
5RVVZHQWRQWRPDNHKLVFDVHIRUWKHGD\DJHWKHRU\
by appealing to differences between English and
Hebrew, blaming the supposed misunderstanding of
WKH&UHDWLRQ:HHNRQWKHSDUWRIUHFHQWFUHDWLRQLVWV
DV EHLQJ VHYHQ QRUPDO GD\V XSRQ WKHLU ODFN RI
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appreciation of the differences between the two
ODQJXDJHV 2Q SS² KH FRUUHFWO\ SRLQWHG RXW
that our English word day carries several different
meanings, and even gave examples of one meaning,
referring to a period of time. He also pointed out that
DUHDGHUKDVQRSUREOHPÀJXULQJRXWZKLFKPHDQLQJ
is intended, presumably from context. Furthermore,
5RVVZHQWRQWRQRWHWKDWWKH+HEUHZZRUGIRUGD\
yom, has at least four distinct possible meanings too,
and he listed those.35RVVPXVWQRWKDYHFRPSDUHG
his lists of meanings for the English word day and
the Hebrew word yom, for if he had, he would have
UHDOL]HGWKDWWKHOLVWVDUHYLUWXDOO\LGHQWLFDO7KDWLV
the two words in two very different languages have the
VDPH SRVVLEOH PHDQLQJV 5RVV DUJXHG WKDW +HEUHZ
has a much more limited vocabulary than English, I
suppose based upon a count of Hebrew words in Bible
concordances. Hebrew may have fewer words than
English, but primarily because English is far too
ULFKLQV\QRQ\PV7KLVRYHUVLPSOLÀHVPXFKEHFDXVH
+HEUHZ KDV VXEWOHWLHV WKDW GRQ·W H[LVW LQ (QJOLVK
For instance, Hebrew is exceptionally rich in verbs,
and has a well-developed array of nouns related to
VSHFLÀF VXEMHFWV $OWKRXJK WKH WRWDO YRFDEXODU\ LQ
the Old Testament does not equate to that exhibited
in English dictionaries, the fact remains that the
English vocabulary is comprised mostly of dead or
unused words. Also, whereas English words are each
given independent entries in the dictionary (even if
WZRRUPRUHOH[HPHVDUHFORVHO\UHODWHG WKLVLVQRW
so with Hebrew words. For instance, all verb forms
are listed in lexicons by root rather than according
to individual lexemes. However, a great number of
common Hebrew verbs can occur in as many as seven
distinct stems, and in several distinct forms, with
each form having a distinctive meaning.
5RVV· DSSHDO WR WKH GLIIHUHQFHV EHWZHHQ (QJOLVK
and Hebrew and the smaller vocabulary of Hebrew
DV FRPSDUHG WR (QJOLVK LV DQ DWWHPSW WR KRRGZLQN
WKH UHDGHU $SSDUHQWO\ 5RVV WKLQNV WKDW it is not
possible to discern the intended meaning of the
word yom from context in Hebrew as we can in
(QJOLVK $V ZLWK DQ\ ODQJXDJH FRQWH[W LV WKH NH\
in understanding, and there are ample contextual
reasons for concluding that the clear meaning of yom
in Genesis 1 is a normal day.
5RVV IXUWKHU VWDWHG RQ S WKDW ´WKH %LEOH
FRQWDLQV GR]HQV RI OHQJWK\ ELEOLFDO WH[WV RQ YDULRXV
themes relevant to creation . . .,” and that “an
integrative analysis of all these passages leads to
the conclusion that yomUHIHUVWRDORQJEXWÀQLWH
WLPHSHULRGµ+RZHYHU5RVVKDV\HWWRSURGXFHWKLV
integrative analysis, preferring instead to assert
that such an analysis produces this conclusion. This
3


KDVEHHQDWDFWLFRI5RVVIRUVRPHWLPHIRUWKHOLVW
of passages that he offers as evidence here (Table 9
RQS DVZHOODVVLPLODUOLVWVDQGH[SDQGHGOLVWV
of supposed creation passages, exist elsewhere in his
publications. However, close examination of these
lists show that these passages do not support his
claim that the passages teach the day-age theory.
For instance, I recently examined a much longer
OLVW WKDW 5RVV KDG SXEOLVKHG DQG IRXQG 5RVV· FODLP
baseless ()DXONQHU E  ,QGHHG WKH\ LGHQWLÀHG
several alleged creation passages on the list that did
not pertain to creation at all.
7KH(DUO\&KXUFKRQWKH$JHRI&UHDWLRQ
7R IXUWKHU KLV FDVH 5RVV RQFH DJDLQ UHSHDWHG
claims that the early church taught that the creation
was long ago. On p. 91 he wrote:
Ante-Nicene scholars (those prior to AD GHYRWHG
some two thousand pages of commentary to the
“hexameron,” the portion of Genesis 1 describing
the six creation days. No other section of Scripture
received more of their attention. Yet in all their
pages of commentary, only about two address the
meaning of “day” or the time frame for creation. Their
FRPPHQWV RQ WKH VXEMHFW UHPDLQHG WHQWDWLYH ZLWK
some favoring the day-age (typically a thousand-year
SHULRG  LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ³DQG WKHLU VWXGLHV SUHFHGHG
WKH LQÁXHQFH RI VFLHQFH 1R RQH H[SOLFLWO\ HQGRUVHG
the 24-hour-day interpretation.

5RVVIUHTXHQWO\PDNHVWKHVHVRUWVRIVWDWHPHQWV
and he does so with such conviction, such certainty,
and seemingly with much authority. While some
RI ZKDW 5RVV VD\V KHUH LV WHFKQLFDOO\ FRUUHFW KLV
FRQFOXVLRQ LV IDU IURP FRUUHFW 5RVV RIIHUHG QR
examples here, but instead he referenced something
WKDWKHKDGSUHYLRXVO\ZULWWHQ 5RVVSS² 
,QKLVHDUOLHUZRUN5RVVGLGGLVFXVVDIHZH[DPSOHV
and he is correct that the early church writers rarely
discussed the length of the creation days. Obviously,
WKH ODFN RI GLVFXVVLRQ RI WKH OHQJWK RI WKH FUHDWLRQ
GD\V LQGLFDWHV WKDW XQOLNH WRGD\ LQ WKH HDUO\
Christian era there was not much question about
the length of those days. For a good refutation of
5RVVDQGRWKHUVLQWKHLUFODLPVWKDWWKHHDUO\FKXUFK
fathers believed in the day-age theory, please see the
H[FHOOHQWUHYLHZE\0RRN  5RVVDOVRLVFRUUHFW
that some early church writers tentatively put forth
the possibility that the days could be thought of in
terms of a thousand years. They used Psalm 90 and
3HWHU·VTXRWDWLRQRI3VDOPLQ3HWHUIRUWKHLU
suggestion. However, this often was driven by a belief
that there would be 6000 years of history in parallel
to the six days of creation, a belief that is still popular
today. In the early church era, there also arose the

Actually, there are a good deal more than four, as consultation with any quality lexicon (such as HALOT ZLOOVKRZ


thought that the creation was instantaneous and that
God expanded the creation into days in an allegorical
sense so that we could better understand. This idea
ODWHULQÁXHQFHG$XJXVWLQH1RQHRIWKLVLVDULQJLQJ
endorsement of the day-age theory.
:K\ GLG 5RVV FRQVLGHU RQO\ WKH SHULRG XS WR
AD 325? The year AD 325 is the standard date for the
end of the early church as the Nicene Council that
\HDULVWKHUHFRJQL]HGGLYLGLQJOLQH+RZHYHU%DVLO
WKH PRVW LQÁXHQWLDO SHUVRQ RQ WKH GD\V RI FUHDWLRQ
in the early church, wrote shortly after AD5RVV
UDUHO\PHQWLRQV%DVLO8QOLNHWKHVRXUFHVWKDW5RVV
cites, Basil very clearly and unequivocally taught
WKDW WKH GD\V RI WKH &UHDWLRQ :HHN ZHUH QRUPDO
days, not periods of time. Consider this quote from
Basil:
And the evening and the morning were one day. Why
GRHV 6FULSWXUH VD\ ¶RQH GD\ WKH ÀUVW GD\·" %HIRUH
VSHDNLQJWRXVRIWKHVHFRQGWKHWKLUGDQGWKHIRXUWK
days, would it not have been more natural to call that
RQHWKHÀUVWZKLFKEHJDQWKHVHULHV",ILWWKHUHIRUH
VD\V ¶RQH GD\· LW LV IURP D ZLVK WR GHWHUPLQH WKH
measure of day and night, and to combine the time
WKDWWKH\FRQWDLQ1RZWZHQW\IRXUKRXUVÀOOXSWKH
VSDFHRIRQHGD\³ZHPHDQRIDGD\DQGRIDQLJKW
and if, at the time of the solstices, they have not
ERWKDQHTXDOOHQJWKWKHWLPHPDUNHGE\6FULSWXUH
does not the less circumscribe their duration. It is as
though it said: twenty-four hours measure the space
of a day, or that, in reality a day is the time that
WKH KHDYHQV VWDUWLQJ IURP RQH SRLQW WDNH WR UHWXUQ
there. Thus, every time that, in the revolution of the
sun, evening and morning occupy the world, their
periodical succession never exceeds the space of one
day. %DVLO>@S

After Basil, nearly every church authority who
GLVFXVVHG FUHDWLRQ WRRN WKH SRVLWLRQ WKDW WKH GD\V
RI WKH &UHDWLRQ :HHN ZHUH QRUPDO GD\V 5RVV
claims that belief in six normal day creation is a
recent development in &hristianity, arising
from our supposed misunderstanding of the
English translation and in reaction to the
introduction of evolution and deep time by
modern science in the past two centuries.
However, this clearly is not the FDVH IRU %DVLO
ODUJHO\LQIOXHQFHGWKHFKXUFKyears earlier.
7KH)RXU5LYHUVRI(GHQ
2Q S 5RVV VWDWHG WKDW *HQHVLV ² ´WHOOV
us that four rivers met together in Eden: the Pishon,
*LKRQ7LJULVDQG(XSKUDWHVµ5RVVFRXOGQRWEHDQ\
more wrong about this, for the text clearly states that
the four rivers parted4 from a single source in Eden,
QRWWKDWWKHIRXUULYHUVÁRZHGWRJHWKHULQ(GHQ+HUH
4

'5)DXONQHU

5RVV KDV IUHHO\ UHYHUVHG WKH VWDWHPHQW RI *HQHVLV
WRÀWKLVVHOHFWLRQIRU(GHQ·VORFDWLRQEHLQJLQWKH
3HUVLDQ*XOIGHVFULEHGRQSS²2IFRXUVHWKLV
ORFDWLRQLVQRWWHQDEOHJLYHQWKH5RVV·GHVFULSWLRQRI
WKHIRXUULYHUVLVFRPSOHWHO\ZURQJ$PD]LQJO\5RVV
FRQÀGHQWO\PDGHWKLVVWDWHPHQWZLWKQRWHYHQDKLQW
of how much this contradicts the clear statement
of Genesis 2:10. On p. 107, using Genesis 2:12 as a
UHIHUHQFH 5RVV FODLPV WKDW (GHQ FRQWDLQHG ´JROG
aromatic resin, and onyx.” However, this verse refers
WRWKHWUHDVXUHVRI+DYLODKZKLFKHYHQ5RVVVHHPVWR
WKLQNZDVGLVWLQFWIURP(GHQ VHH)LJXUHRQS 
0LVKDQGOLQJRI9DULRXV%LEOLFDO3DVVDJHV
2Q S 5RVV VHHPV WR HQGRUVH D YHJHWDULDQ
diet for birds and mammals originally based upon
Genesis 1:30. However, there is no reason to exclude
UHSWLOHV KHUH 2Q S 5RVV PDNHV D GLVWLQFWLRQ
between herbivorous and carnivorous mammals
LQ *HQHVLV ² WKRXJK LW ZRXOG VHHP WKDW WKH
FOHDUVWDWHPHQWRI*HQHVLVRXJKWWRWUXPS5RVV·
musings there.
There are other examples of the careless manner
LQ ZKLFK 5RVV KDQGOHV 6FULSWXUH WKDW GR QRW
directly relate to creation. For instance, on p. 139,
5RVV LQFOXGHG DVVDXOW DQG PXUGHU ZLWK DGXOWHU\
DQGIRUQLFDWLRQDVVLQVDJDLQVWWKHERG\5RVVDOVR
used the phrase, “and so on,” so it is unclear what
other sins Hugh might include as being against
the body. His text for support of this statement is 1
&RULQWKLDQV²7KHRQO\VLQWKDWWKH$SRVWOH
Paul mentioned there as being against the body is
fornication. The meaning here is sexual sin, which
would include adultery as well, but there is no
basis for including assault and murder as sins that
are against the body. In this passage, the Apostle
Paul placed sexual sin into a special category. First
&RULQWKLDQVPDNHVDGLUHFWFRQQHFWLRQWRWKH
´RQH ÁHVKµ RI *HQHVLV  %HOLHYHUV· ERGLHV DUH
PHPEHUVRI&KULVW &RULQWKLDQV EXWVH[XDO
sin by a believer amounts to being a member with
a harlot too. This is offensive to God. Therefore,
WKH FDUHOHVV PDQQHU LQ ZKLFK 5RVV KDQGOHV WKLV
teaching radically alters what the Apostle Paul
taught.
In discussing the dangers of reprobation on p. 141,
5RVV FRQMRLQHG 5RPDQV ² DQG  3HWHU 
² +RZHYHU 5RVV GLG QRW TXRWH DOO RI  3HWHU
 ² QRU GLG KH SODFH WKH ZRUGV LQ FRQWH[W
The context of 2 Peter 2 is a warning against apostate
teachers. While the small portion of 2 Peter 2 that
5RVV TXRWHG PD\ FRUUHFWO\ GHVFULEH UHSUREDWLRQ DV
5RVVLQWHQGHGZLWKLQLWVFRQWH[WWKRVHZRUGVKDYH
a different meaning.

Note the Niphal form of the Hebrew root ʣʸʴ, “to divide.” Genesis 2:10 tells us that the waters divided of their own accord.
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&RQFOXVLRQ
,QP\SUHYLRXVFULWLTXHRI+XJK5RVV·WHDFKLQJV
, JDYH QXPHURXV H[DPSOHV RI ERWK VFLHQWLÀF DQG
H[HJHWLFDOWKHRORJLFDOPLVWDNHVWKDW5RVVPDNHV,Q
the intervening years, the situation has not changed
PXFK IRU 5RVV KDV UHWUDFWHG IHZ LI DQ\ RI WKRVH
previous errors, and I have demonstrated more
examples here. I have found that many theologians,
SDVWRUV DQG RWKHU LQÁXHQWLDO &KULVWLDQ OHDGHUV
HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\ HQGRUVH 5RVV· PHVVDJH PRVWO\
because they concur with his view that the world is
billions of years old and it gives them good cover for
DVFLHQWLVWWRPDNHWKHFDVH+RZHYHU5RVVGRHVQRW
PDNHWKHFDVHZHOO)XUWKHUPRUHLWLVGRXEWIXOWKDW
many of those Christian leaders would support many
RIWKHVSHFLÀFVRI5RVV·DUJXPHQWZKHUH5RVVLVVLPSO\
ZURQJ 5RVV VD\V DQG ZULWHV VR PDQ\ WKLQJV ZLWK
VXFKFRQÀGHQFHWKDWPDQ\RIKLVIROORZHUVDSSDUHQWO\
have no idea how poorly reasoned and supported
many of his positions are. My early accusations and
WKRVH KHUH DJDLQVW 5RVV DUH GDPQLQJ , FDOO XSRQ
WKHVH&KULVWLDQOHDGHUVDQGRWKHUVZKRVXSSRUW5RVV
to investigate my claims.
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