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Undeserved
Rewards

by Steve Ham

Rewards play a big part in parent-
ing. They can be used to encour-

age and sustain positive behavior in
our children. But when it comes to
teaching our children about eternal
matters, we must first look at re-
wards from a heavenly perspective.

Remember the account of the rich
young ruler in Matthew 19? He asked
Jesus, “What must I do to have eter-
nal life?” In response, Jesus told him
to give up everything.

The young man found Jesus’s an-
swer was not only unacceptable but
also unachievable. How could any-
one keep His commandments per-
fectly or give up everything in full
obedience to the Lordship of Christ?
The sad fact is, this young man
found the Lordship of Jesus Christ
too much to bear. He left saddened,
but with his earthly possessions still
in his own control.

The disciples asked Jesus the same
question: “Who then can be saved?”
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This time Jesus answered: “With
man this is impossible but with God
all things are possible.”

Basically Jesus was trying to help
His disciples understand the concept
of grace. Salvation is not about any-
thing we can give up, do, or even be,
but rather about what our amazing
God has done. Salvation is only pos-
sible when done by the One who can
do the impossible. There is nothing
we can do to earn it or deserve it.

Peter, in contrast to the rich ruler,
asks his own question. “We have left
all and followed You. Therefore what
shall we have?”

Before you display shock at Peter’s
selfish question, I ask you to think
about how your own parents raised
you. Did we not all learn at an early
age that we get good things when we
do good things?

While teaching my children to be
and do good is important, I have re-
alized that I have a much higher re-
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sponsibility. That is, spending time
with my children and helping them
to understand that nothing they ever
do or become will earn them salva-
tion. Our children truly need to real-
ize that salvation can only come from
a God who had the power to create
our world and the grace to step into
the world to do what we could not
possibly do. By “leaving all” and ful-
ly relying on Jesus—who He is and
what He has done—we find the Only
Way to true joy and eternal riches.
Next time you want to “reward”
your children, consider doing it
when they least deserve your kind-
ness. Then they might see more
clearly the reward that is waiting for
them in heaven—eternal life, which
was paid in full by Jesus Christ. m

% Steve Ham, brother of Ken Ham, is the
_ director and founder of Growth Point
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| wife, Trisha, and is the father of two. He is
1/ also coauthor of Answers for Life (p. 89).
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Answers for Life is an apologetics
study kit. Designed for use in casual,
discussion-based small group settings,
this DVD, Leader Guide, and User
Guide reveal that the Bible is totally
trustworthy! Once assured, participants
are excited to share the gospel with
friends and family. Answers for Life
shows that the historical accounts given
in the Bible are true, giving substance
and credibility to the central message
of hope in Jesus Christ. Features Steve
Ham.

Use this six-segment course with
non-Christians, who need to hear
the saving gospel of Jesus Christ,
and with Christians who want
answers to life’s crucial questions.
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Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries
5526 SR 26 East, Lafayette, IN 47905 765-448-1555
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fLearn the Craft of Counse/lng
THE BIBLICAL COUNSELING
TRAINING CONFERENCE

* Be a part of the growing biblical
counseling movement! Attend one of
USA’s oldest and largest conferences.

* Six training tracks offered to help
beginners and seasoned biblical
counselors learn and be challenged.

® Learn from two dozen seasoned
instructors over an intensive six day
training cycle.

e Track One meets recommended NANC

Certification standards.

February 8-13, 2009
Faith Baptist Church, Lafayette
Info/register: www.fbcmlafayette.org

(Bible-based Strategic Planning!

T he Nehemiah 5trategg
Con{:erence, June 16-17, 2009

e A hands-on seminar for ministries
desiring Christ-honoring plans for
actionable growth and change.

* Providing tools to help you make

effective long and short-range plans.

Two training tracks aid first-time and

seasoned planners learn and grow.

e Personal project planning time allows
for your ministry to get started now!

* Proven, experienced instructors.

Info/ register: www.fbcmlafayette.org




