As an exercise, Dr
viiller asked readers of
he blog to list the 10
nost expensive things
hey had ever bought,
ind then list the 10 pur-
*hases that had brought
hem the most happi-
1wess. More than 200
esponded.  As  we
*xpected, many people
ued spending lots of
noney for stuff that
1adn’t  brought them
oy. Boats seemed to
wave particularly low
itility in delivering hap-
siness per dollar; many
aars fit that category,
oo, and so did many
:xpensive weddings.

But we were struck
»y how much overlap
here was between the
nost-expensive list
md  the most-happy
ist. People repeatedly
ncluded on both lists
heir homes, their col-

ege education, their
sacation trips, their

ugh-priced electronics
large-screen  televi-
ions, Blu-Ray player.
wdio equipment, com-
yuters)  and  certain
nodels of cars (BMW
§25. Audi A4, Jaguar,
subaru WRX, Toyota
2rius, Honda Civic).

Indeed, the first trend
hat Dr Miller identi-

ied was the match
setween the happiness
md  expense  lists.

some of this may have
sxeen because of post-
surchase  rationalisa-
ion, but a lot of buyers
eemed to be suffering
mything but remorse.
As one reader, Janet
dubbs, put it:

“The three things (not
wecessities) [ have
ipent the most money
m in the past 10 years
we: my cottage at Cape
Cod, my Lexus, and
ny Rolex — and [ love
l three, in the order of
heir cost. And I don’t
:are what that says
ibout me.”
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RICE REVOLUTION: Scientists in Japan have
achieved a breakthrough in advancing towards the
next generation of genetically modified rice, which
will fight allergies instead of causing them. Accord-
ing to report in Live Science, the new transgenic

rice has

allergy appears sa

een desi?ned to fight a common pollen
e in animal studies.
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Peter Dodson (left) of the University of Pennsylvania, Michael Foote of the Uni-
versity of Chicago and Jon Todd of the Museum of Natural History in London
watching a video at the Creation Museum.

Palaeontology, creationism
meet, but they don’t mesh

TAMAKI SATO was con-
fused by the dinosaur exhib-
it. The placards described
the various dinosaurs as
originating from different
geological periods — the
stegosaurus from the Upper
Jurassic, the heterodon-
tosaurus from the Lower
Jurassic, the velociraptor
from the Upper Cretaceous
— yet in each case, the date
of demise was the same:
around 2348 B.C.

“I was just curious why,”
said Dr Sato, a professor of
geology from Tokyo
Gakugei University in Japan.
For palacontologists like Dr
Sato, layers of bedrock rep-
resent an accumulation over
hundreds of millions of
years, and the Lower Juras-
sic is much older than the
Upper Cretaceous.

But here in the Creation
Museum in northern Ken-
tucky, earth and the uni-
verse are just over 6,000
years old, created in six
days by God. The museum
preaches, “Same facts, dif-
ferent conclusions™ and is
unequivocal in  viewing
palacontological and geo-
logical data in light of a lit-
eral reading of the Bible.

In the creationist interpre-
tation, the layers were laid
down in one event — the
worldwide flood when God
wiped the land clean except
for the creatures on Noah's
ark — and these dinosaurs
died in 2348 BC, the year of
the flood. “That’s one thing

h electronics

puters. “It’s what geeks do,” she
said.

Since January,
State residents and small busi-
nesses have been allowed to
drop off their televisions, com-
puters and computer monitors
free of charge to one of 200 col-
lection points around the state.
They have responded by dump-
ing more than 15 million pounds

Washington

Seventy paleontol-
ogists visited the
Creation Museum
in northern Ken-
tucky for a jarring
alternate view of
geological history

I learned,” Dr Sato said.

The worlds of academic
palacontology and creation-
ism rarely collide, but the
former paid a visit to the lat-
ter last Wednesday. The
University of Cincinnati was
hosting the North American
Palacontological ~ Conven-
tion, where scientists pre-
sented their latest research at
the frontiers of the ancient
past. In a break from the lec-
tures, about 70 of the atten-
dees boarded school buses
for a field trip to the Cre-
ation Museum, on the other
side of the Ohio River.

“I'm very curious and fas-
cinated,” Stefan Bengtson, a
professor of palacozoology
at the Swedish Museum of
Natural History, said before
the visit, “because we have
little of that kind of thing in
Sweden.” Arnold 1. Miller, a
professor of geology at the
University of Cincinnati and
head of the meeting’s orga-
nizing committee, suggested
the trip. “Too often, acade-
mics tend to ignore what's
going on around them,” Dr
Miller said. I feel at least it
would be valuable for my
colleagues to become aware
not only of how creationists
are portraying their own
message, but how they're
portraying the palaecontolog-
ical message and the evolu-
tionary message.”

Since the museum opened
two years ago, 750,000 peo-
ple have passed through its
doors, but this was the first
large group of palacontolo-
gists to drop by. The muse-
um welcomed the atypical
guests with the typical hos-
pitality. “Praise God, we're
excited to have you here,”
said Bonnie Mills, a guest
service employee.
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The scientists received the
group admission rate, which
included lunch.

Terry Mortenson, a lectur-
er and researcher for
Answers in Genesis, the
ministry that built and runs
the Creation Museum, said
he did not expect the visit to
change many minds. “I'm
sure for the most part they’ll
be of a different view from
what’s presented here,” Dr
Mortenson said. “We'll just
give the freedom to see what
they want to see.”

Near the entrance to the
exhibits is an animatronic
display that includes a girl
feeding a carrot to a squirrel
as two dinosaurs stand near-
by, a stark departure from
natural history museums
that say the first humans
lived 65 million years after
the last dinosaurs.

“I'm  speechless,”  said
Derek E.G. Briggs, director
of the Peabody Museum of
Natural History at Yale,
who walked around with
crossed arms and a grimace.
“It’s rather scary.”

Dr Mortenson and others
at the museum say they look
at the same rocks and fossils
as the visiting scientists, but
because of different starting
assumptions they arrive at
different  answers.  For
example, they say the bibli-
cal flood set off huge tur-
moil inside the earth that
broke apart the continents
and pushed them to their
current locations, not that
the continents have moved
over a few billion years.

“Everyone has presupposi-
tions what they will consid-
er, what questions they will
ask,” said Dr Mortenson,
who holds a doctorate in the
history of geology from
Coventry University in Eng-
land. “The very first two
rooms of our museum talk
about this issue of starting
points and assumptions. We
will very strongly contest an
evolutionist position that
they are letting facts speak
for themselves.”
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