








The number of days Jesus was in the tomb before he
@ rose from the dead, just as he had prophesied (Matthew
12:40).

The Jewish leaders remembered that Jesus had said he would
rise in three days (John 2:19). After Jesus was buried in the
tomh, the leaders requested that guards waich the fomb fo
prevent anyone from stealing Jesus' body (Matthew 27). In
addition to the guards, a massive stone weighing over two tons
was rolled in front of the tomb and sealed. To get into or out of
the tomb, someone would need to overpower the guards and
move that heavy stone.

Despite what the leaders did to make sure Jesus’ body

stayed in the tomb, Jesus rose from the dead on the y s
third day and left the tomb! Because the tomb was -

empty and they couldn’t find a body anywhere,
the Jewish leaders paid the guards to lie
and say the disciples stole the body
(Matthew 28:11-15).

The fruth is that Jesus really
did rise from the dead,
just as he had said

he would. And he

lives today!
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E{@ The number-of days.during which Jesus appeared

to his disciples after his resurrection.

“He presented himself alive to [his disciples] after his suffer-
ing by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).

Some have said the disciples made up the story of Jesus’ resur-
rection. However, the disciples knew Jesus rose from the dead
because they saw him with their own eyes. As Peter said, “We

did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to

you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).
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Peter was even willing to die for what he knew 1o be frue,

and he was crucified upside down for telling people

about Jesus. No one would die for something he 49
knew to be  lie. >
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The number of people whose lives have been changed by believing
in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

His power to make believers out of unbelievers wasn't limited to
those who saw him with their own eyes. Since his return to heaven
almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus has continued to change lives (2
Corinthians 5:17), and he uses those changed lives to proclaim the
gospel to people groups throughout the world and also to improve
life for mulfitudes.

For example, William Wilberforce worked to abolish slavery in ¥
England; William Booth founded the Salvation Army, which helps /"~

the poor and needy; Clara Barton founded the American Red @@V
(ross; and George Muller established the first orphanage
in England. e

In addition, many of the men who made great
scientific discoveries believed in Jesus and
the Bible: Johann Kepler discovered how ,

planets orbit the sun; Blaise Pascal A)zé

invented a calculating machine;

and Robert Boyle provided

the foundation for mod-

ern chemistry.
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