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Course Overview
I developed this course over a period of two years with four separate groups of participants.
The first participant was my friend Terry. I designed a study so that I could provide answers
to the questions Terry had about life. They were questions about the relevance and authority
of the Bible, death and suffering, and science and origins. We had been discussing spiritual
issues for many years, but these questions were a roadblock for Terry in hearing the message
of Jesus Christ. I looked through other courses on Christianity but found that none of them
really gave answers for the questions most relevant to our culture and time—the questions
most people are really asking. I’m delighted to report that at the end of the course, the Lord
saved Terry—and his wife!
After using this course with four small groups, I was overjoyed that the Lord used it to bring
many participants to Himself. I wanted to make this available for others to use.
Answers for Life is for people who want to share the gospel with friends, family, or colleagues,
and want to give a full understanding of the credibility of the message. The aim is to show
that the evidence we see today is explained by the historical accounts given in the Bible and
thus gives credibility to the central message of hope in Jesus Christ. Participants can then be
introduced to an everlasting and life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ.
You can use this course with non-Christians, who need to hear the saving gospel of Jesus Christ,
and also with Christians who are looking for answers to life’s crucial questions. Answers for
Life is for people who want to deal with real issues about the Bible and the message and person
of Jesus Christ.

How Can It be Used?
The course can be used in a one-on-one setting or in a small group of people. It is designed
to be used in the home to allow a comfortable and hospitable environment for people to seek
answers to real questions.
Answers for Life provides an overview of each topic; suggested additional reading material on
each topic is given throughout the course. This reading is recommended but not required.
The course is also designed to be conversational. Some questions simply allow people to state
their view; others are designed to find out what the Bible says on the topic.
It is important that the facilitator always approach the topic from the perspective of biblical
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authority. This course is fundamentally about what the Bible has to say, not what human beings
think. It is the Bible that will ultimately show God’s true authority.

The Importance of Questions
Answers for Life is designed to engage the participant and offers many opportunities for the
participant to ask questions. Be sure to facilitate an atmosphere in which the participant is free
to question, disagree, and express his point of view.
You may not know the answer to every question but that’s OK! Simply write down the question,
research the answer, and share it during the following session. For questions that are relevant
to subjects covered in later weeks, discern whether to answer the question immediately or to
politely ask the participant to hold the question until the appropriate session.
If the program is being run with a group, it may be necessary to answer some questions individually rather than hold up the other members of the group.
While participants are entitled to share their opinion, they need to realize that you will be sharing the Word of God with them—this may not always agree with their view. But in this course
we accept the Bible’s authority. We may not like what we find in the Bible, but we must allow
God’s Word to speak to us, rather than imposing our ideas on it. The teaching in this course
will be based on the starting point that the Bible is true and authoritative. We will be learning
to understand how the Bible explains the world we live in and how it is relevant to our lives.

“Christianese”
Because this course is designed to be an introduction to the Bible and Christianity, your
participants may not be comfortable with discussing spiritual issues, or may not understand
Christian terminology. Try to avoid using “Christianese” (for example, we take it for granted
that people understand the word sin; instead use terms to explain that sin actually means
“disobedience to the commands of God”). Be sure that the environment is welcoming and
encourages discussion.
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Materials
For each session, you will need:
XX DVD player
XX Answers for Life DVD
XX Answers for Life Leader Guide
XX The New Answers Book
XX More than a Carpenter
XX Copies of additional relevant material for each participant
XX Writing utensil
For each session, the participant will need:
XX Answers for Life Participant Workbook
XX The New Answers Book
XX More Than a Carpenter
XX Writing utensil

Session Format
There are six sessions in the Answers for Life course. Each session is approximately 90 minutes
long. There are three parts to each session:
XX Video Introduction (3 minutes): Steve Ham introduces the session with a short video.
XX Discussion Time (80–85 minutes): This section contains discussion questions and answers.
Text in normal fonts (including verses and questions) is in both the leader guide and the
participant workbook.
Comments to the teacher look like this.

Answers to questions look like this.
Please read through the lesson thoroughly before your session begins. Make note of any areas
you’d like to elaborate on. Carefully research any questions that come to your mind.
XX Video Close (3 minutes): Steve Ham closes the session with a short video.
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Video Introduction

In this opening video, Steve Ham explains the Answers for Life program. We will spend the
next six weeks answering six questions the world has about Christianity. Steve explains the
purpose and the process of the program.
Purpose: To help participants answer questions about the relevance of the Bible and Jesus
Christ, with the goal of leading them toward a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Process: To search the Bible for answers to six crucial life questions relevant to the purpose
of the program.
1. Is the Bible relevant?
2. Who does God say He is?
3. What does the Bible say about origins and science?
4. Why is there death and suffering in the world?
5. What is so important about Jesus?
6. Do I have to go to church to be a Christian?
As a result of this course, the participant will do one of three things:
1. Receive Jesus Christ as Savior by faith.
2. Reject the news of the gospel having truly heard it.
3. Develop a true desire to investigate the truths of the gospel more seriously.
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Discussion
These initial discussion questions are designed to facilitate your understanding of the status of each
participant’s belief (or disbelief) in God.

•

Do you agree that everyone has a faith-based belief about God, whether they believe in
God or not?
Explain that believing in God requires exercising faith that He exists. The existence
of God is not able to be proved or disproved (to do so would require God-like
omniscience).
Christians accept that God exists based on the claims given in the Bible, and there is
scientific evidence that is consistent with the existence of the biblical God.
Because it is impossible to prove a universal negative (“there is no God”), an atheist
(someone who doesn’t believe God exists) is also exercising faith that his belief about
God is the correct one.
Follow-up questions: Why does it require faith to reject a belief in God? Do atheists
generally agree that they live by faith? Why?

•

What does the term “blind faith” mean?
Discuss what the participants really think about faith. Discuss what it means to have a
blind faith: believing in something against all evidence to the contrary.
To demonstrate what faith is, use the example involving a chair. Seeing four sturdy legs
on a chair is usually enough evidence for people to exercise their faith that the chair will
hold them up when they sit on it.
Follow-up questions: What are other examples of exercising faith in everyday life? What
are examples of having a blind faith? (For example, believing in Santa Claus, believing
in fairies, believing you passed a multiple choice test when you only guessed every
answer.)

•

Do you think Christianity requires blind faith? Why or why not?
Discuss the responses. Find out if participants believe that faith in Jesus Christ is without
evidence.
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•

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? “Having faith in God is
intellectual suicide.” “Christianity is only for people who need a crutch.”
Discuss the responses.

After having asked these questions, you should have a general understanding of the participants’
basis for their (dis)belief about God. This series of questions should also help to lay the foundation
that faith also requires a logical basis.
Read Romans 12:2 together. This verse reminds us that God builds faith in our hearts through the
renewal of our minds. The God of the Bible does not require us to check our intellect at the door but
to rationally see the truth presented.
Read 2 Timothy 1:12 together.

The writer of the second letter to Timothy, Paul, says in 2 Timothy 1:12 that he knows what
he believes in.
Definition of faith: The assurance of the heart in the adequacy of the evidence.
Consider your faith in the chair you are sitting in. Was there adequate evidence for your personal assurance or belief that it would hold you up when you sat in it?
Christianity is all about having faith in Jesus Christ. Over the next six weeks we will discuss
some of the evidence that has provided millions of Christians with a strong basis for their
faith in Jesus. Remember, we’re not out to prove that Christianity is true; rather, we want to
understand the Bible’s claims, and how these claims explain the world around us.
•

Is this statement true? “Everybody lives by a faith-based belief about God.”
Any belief about God (in the affirmative “God exists,” or in the negative “God does not
exist”) requires faith, since neither can be proven. We are not out to prove God exists
but to show how His Word is reliable and authentic. We have a good and logical basis for
faith.

These are the questions we will be discussing:
1. Is the Bible relevant?
2. Who does God say He is?
3. Is there credibility in what the Bible says, especially about origins?
4. How can there be a God of love when there is death and suffering in the world?
5. Who is Jesus and why is He so important to Christians?
6. Does a person have to go to church to be a Christian?
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Is the Bible Relevant?
•

If there is a God, would you expect Him to reveal Himself to us?
Discuss what participants would expect from a God who created. One major expectation
would normally be that the Creator would give us some sort of understanding of who
He is.
Follow-up question: Does it make sense for the Creator to have no connection or
relationship to His creation?

The Bible claims to be one way that God has revealed himself to us. So, we need to find out if
the Bible’s claim to be a revelation from God is defendable.
If the Bible is God’s revelation to us, what would you expect from it in relation to the
following?
•

The degree of truth
Follow up question: If the truth is coming from God, should all of it be truth or just some
of it?

•

The degree of authority
Follow-up question: If the ultimate being (God) gave us a written word, would you
expect it to simply contain authority or actually be the authority?

•

The degree of reliability
Follow-up question: How should a fully reliable Bible affect our life? To put it another
way, If we knew the Bible to be 100% reliable, would we live our lives differently?
This question allows participants to logically think about the expectations that should
be placed on Scripture. It should be reliable, authoritative truth. If Scripture is only partly
correct or partly authoritative, what does this say about God?

We should therefore consider the Bible’s claims of truth, authority, and reliability. We should
also consider what the Bible says about how God has revealed Himself to us.
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Biblical Claims about Revelation
From the Bible, we know that there are two ways in which God has revealed Himself to humanity: general revelation and special revelation. General revelation refers to the way that God has
revealed Himself through creation, morality, and religious sense. Special revelation refers to
how God has revealed himself through the written word of the Bible and through Jesus Christ.
To include every biblical reference for general or specific revelation would seriously lengthen
this study; however, we have provided a few examples.

General Revelation: Creation
Romans 1:20

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.

Acts 17:26–27

And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has
determined their preappointed times and boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek
the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each
of us.

In these two passages the Bible claims that God has revealed Himself through His creation.
The verse in Romans clearly points to the whole of creation compelling us to ask, “Where did
it come from?” The verse in Acts shows that all nations are compelled to ask specifically about
the origin of humanity. The Bible states that if we can view the created world around us, we
are without excuse in not making an effort to know the Creator.
At this stage we may be tempted to speak more of creation, origins, and science; however, these
will be discussed in the third session. For now, it is simply important to understand that it is
a biblical claim that God has revealed Himself in a general way through the material creation.
If this claim alone is found to have merit, the Bible is certainly relevant in guiding us through
living in God’s created world.

General Revelation: Morality
Romans 2:13–15

For not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these,
although not having the law are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves, their thoughts
accusing or else excusing them.

In these verses, the biblical claim is that there has been a law of morality written on the hearts
of all mankind from the beginning.

LEADER  answers for l fe • 5

Is the Bible Relevant?
•

Have you ever wondered where a sense of good and evil or morality came from?
Follow-up question: If this world all came into being by chance, then we are only a
collection of atoms, and our thoughts are nothing more than a random assortment of
atoms bouncing around inside our heads. Who’s to say that what my collection of atoms
tells me to do is any better than what your collection of atoms tells you to do? There
is no basis upon which to say one action is “right” while another is “wrong.” Without a
biblical standard of morality given by the Creator, we have no logical reason to label any
action as “evil.”
If we are to live according to the survival of the fittest, why do we have any sense of care,
fairness, or justice even in regard to things that happen to us?

General Revelation: The Religiousness of Man
Psalm 139:7–10

Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into
heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in hell, behold You are there. If I take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and
Your right hand shall hold me.

This is a small section of a psalm where the writer is showing he has a built-in sense of God.
This happens all over the world where generations of all nations have been seeking God (or
gods) with great religious fervor.
Have you ever wondered why people all over the world are so fascinated with a “god” or
religiosity?
The Bible claims that even without the Bible or any spoken word from God, people can see
from the physical material surroundings, from a basic understanding of good and evil, and
from a sense of the religious that there is a very strong case for believing there is a God who
has revealed Himself.
The Bible also claims that God has revealed Himself in two special ways.

Special Revelation: Jesus Christ
John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The gospel of John begins with talking about Jesus. Jesus is called “the Word.” We know that
this passage is talking about Jesus because verse 14 clarifies it in this way:
John 1:14
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During the next session, we will discuss who God says He is in the Bible (His Word). It may be a
difficult topic to consider, but for now we need to understand that the biblical claim is that God
has come physically among us in a special way through Jesus Christ. This is another claim of
God’s revelation of Himself to us. Notice how the first verse of John says clearly that the “word”
was God and in verse 14 how the “Word” became flesh (i.e., a human being).
Philippians 2:5–7

•

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form
of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.

If the biblical claim is that Jesus is in fact God in human form, and every part of the
Bible directly or indirectly points toward Jesus Christ, would you consider that the Bible
is a relevant document? Why?
Possible answers:
If God has lived among us, then that is a very important event to know about.
If the Bible is ultimately about Jesus, Jesus must be important and we should know
about Him.
If Jesus is God, we should find out about Him.

Special Revelation: The Bible
The Bible claims only God’s authority
2 Peter 1:19–21

•

And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this
first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by
the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

These verses make pointed comments about the Scriptures (the Bible) in relation to
interpretation, will, and inspiration. What does this passage say about the prophecies
found in the Bible?
They are all from God and not man.

Since the Bible is to be considered truthful, authoritative, and reliable, you would expect that
it came from the God who is the source of truth and authority—not from man. The words of
Scripture are actually from God totally, with man as His writing instruments. This is a logical
conclusion if this book claims to be God’s Word and revelation to humanity.
Not only this, but if God’s Word is to reveal Himself to man, you would expect it to have great
purpose.

LEADER  answers for l fe • 7
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2 Timothy
3:15–17

and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Explain the meaning of inspiration: it literally means God breathed. The Greek word is theopneustos,
and it is made up from two Greek words: theos (God), and pneuma (spirit, breath, or wind). So in
these passages this inspiration of God means that He breathed out His Word through men. In their
writings in the Bible we see evidence of their human personalities and even historical research that
they did (e.g., Luke 1:1–3). But God so worked through them that what they wrote is exactly what
He wanted, and it was without error. So the Bible gives us God’s truth. For more information on this
topic, see chapter 6 of Nothing But the Truth by Brian H. Edwards.

•

According to these verses, why was the Bible written?
To provide us with wisdom of salvation, teaching, rebuking, guiding in the right paths,
equipping for good works.

Points to Consider
XX Only God can be a fit witness concerning Himself.
XX General revelation can turn us toward God.
XX Only special revelation through Jesus Christ and the Bible can give us the message of
salvation.
XX If God is the perfection of truth, He can be trusted.
XX If mankind is limited or corrupted, we will struggle with truth.
Three descriptive words about the Bible
God’s Word is:
XX Infallible: it is totally trustworthy and will not mislead.
XX Inerrant: it is free from error (as originally written).
XX Authoritative: in every matter it deals with, it is the sole (or ultimate) authority.
If there is an all powerful Creator, wouldn’t you expect these things to be true about His written
revelation to us? Would you also expect these things to be testable?
The Uniqueness of the Bible reveals God’s character
1. Written over the course of 1,500 years (God is timeless)
2. Written by more than forty authors from every walk of life: kings, military leaders,
poets, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, musicians, tax collectors, shepherds (God
rules over all)
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3. Written in different places: jail cells, palaces, dungeons, in exile, hillsides, while traveling (God is everywhere)
4. Written in different moods: joy, despair, conviction, certainty, confusion, tribulation
(God is an emotional being)
5. Written in three languages: Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic (God communicates and reveals)
6. Presents hundreds of controversial subjects with complete harmony (God is truthful
and noncontradictory)
7. Presents one universal unfolding story of God’s redemption of humanity (God saves)
8. Contains predictive prophecy that has been accurately fulfilled (God is in control)
9. Written in different styles: historical narrative, letters, poetry, song, biography, law,
prophecy (God is creative)
Understanding that God has revealed Himself to us is the first step toward establishing a firm
foundation for our faith. A Christian should have an axiom (or presupposition or basis) that
God’s revealed Word is the sole and total authority. We can chose to see the world through
God’s perspective or our own.
Accepting and understanding the whole teaching of Scripture is akin to putting on a pair of
glasses to help us to see the world better. When we embrace biblical teaching and understand
how it applies to the world around us, we have a biblical worldview. Over the next five weeks,
we will see how a biblical worldview improves the way we view our lives. Since the Bible is
God’s Word, everything we learn will be taught from this book and tested for trustworthiness.
Since this book is the trustworthy, revealed Word of God, it is totally relevant for every human
being of every age.

Further Reading
The New Answers Book, chapters 1 and 25
Nothing But the Truth by Brian Edwards
www.answersingenesis.org/go/bible

Conclusion
In 1632 the Italian scientist Galileo published a book in which he supported the view of Copernicus a century earlier that the earth is round and that the sun is the center of our solar system.
The church authorities disagreed and his book was banned. Galileo was forced to renounce
his views under threat of death by the infamous Inquisition. In fact Galileo was right and he
knew he was right; merely declaring him to be in error and forcing him to change his views
altered nothing of the truth. Today any school children who learn about Galileo know what
the great mathematician and astronomer really believed.
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In the same way we cannot read the Bible honestly without coming to the conclusion that
what it claims for itself is an authority that allows nothing higher. No other writings, no other
documents, and the views of no other teachers or philosophers are ever referred to in the Bible
as carrying the same authority. Some of our great philosophers and religious leaders were
alive in Bible times, including Plato, who was born 400 years before Christ, and Gautama the
founder of Buddhism, who was born a century before Plato, but they are never mentioned and
certainly never quoted in Scripture. To the human writers of the Bible, both in the old and
new testaments, there is only one authoritative Scripture.
Like the authorities in Italy who punished Galileo for telling the truth, critics may not like
what the Bible says about itself, they may even consider it to be wrong. But what they must
never do is to pretend that it does not claim such a clear authority for itself. We may twist
its words and change its meaning but, like the views of Galileo, the whole world will know
what the Bible really teaches about itself. Willful unbelief, ignorance, or fear of accepting the
claims of the Bible can never change the truth of them. (Brian Edwards, Nothing But the
Truth (Evangelical Press, 2006), pp. 114–115)

Video Close
In this first session you have considered the following.
XX Having faith in what we cannot prove still requires a logical basis. For the Christian, having
faith in Jesus Christ does not require that we leave our intellect at the door.
XX Faith is the assurance of the heart in the adequacy of the evidence.
XX Since God exists and is the reason and source for all that exists, it is reasonable to expect
that He would in some way reveal Himself to us.
XX The Bible claims to be God’s written revelation to man and indicates that God has revealed
Himself to us through such things as creation, morality, religious sense, the written word
(the Bible), and Jesus Christ.
XX The Bible claims to be authoritative, reliable truth from God.
XX The Bible claims to be breathed out by God through the writers.
XX The Bible claims to be inerrant.
XX The Bible claims to have no higher authority: From God.
Bottom Line: The Bible claims to be an authentic and accurate message from the Creator, and
it actually reads like one. The onus, therefore, is on its critics to prove otherwise.
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What did we learn last week about the Bible being God’s revelation?
Discuss with participants that the Bible is the written word of the Creator.

Video Introduction
Most people have an opinion about who God is (i.e., what He is like) and if He exists at all.
Some base their opinion on what their parents told them; others have had their opinion formed
through their ethnic community; still others have formed an opinion based on their personal
experience. For the Christian who accepts the Bible as the true and authoritative Word of God,
the Bible itself needs to shape our idea of who God is.
The Bible describes for us who God really is. However, the descriptions given are limited. All the
books in the world couldn’t contain a complete description of God—He is simply unfathomable
and, in some ways, difficult for us to understand because there is no other being exactly like
Him. We need to keep in mind that we are not the Creator but the created. Our finite minds
cannot fully comprehend Him. But we have a responsibility to understand what He has revealed
about Himself in His Word.
If we could truly and completely comprehend all that there is about the Creator, this would
show that He is limited just like us. When we jump to our own conclusions about who we
think God is, we are simply trying to understand the incomprehensible in human terms. This
simply doesn’t work.
Only God can be a fit witness about Himself. Therefore, as His revealed Word, the Bible is relevant as the only source of authority. As has been stated before, it is not up to us to prove the
truth of Bible. The Bible claims to be the authoritative Word of God, full of truth. The onus is
on the reader to show that it is otherwise.
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Discussion
•

What have you heard from others about who God is?
Discuss with participants what they have heard. This question is designed to give you an
idea about what participants actually think about God.

•

Discuss the logic of “only God can be a fit witness concerning Himself.”
Humans cannot be the experts on God. Only God Himself can tell us who He is. We
can guess, but only God can give us His own accurate information about Himself. The
creation cannot understand the Creator unless the Creator reveals Himself.

•

How can anyone who doesn’t know God tell us who He is or what He is like?
Discuss with participants.

•

What limits our capacity to be our own witness concerning God?
We live in this world, not beyond it. We cannot see God in bodily form. We are mortal,
limited in knowledge capacity, presence, and power.

In this session, we are going to allow God to be God. We are going to accept that the Bible is
what it claims to be—His Word—and consider what He says about Himself.

Who is God?
God is Spirit
John 4:24

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.

1 Timothy 6:16

who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can
see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.

•

How do these verses answer people who want to actually see God to believe in Him?
These verses describe God as spirit, not able to be seen physically, and living in
unapproachable light. God Himself witnesses that no man can see Him. You may wish to
use the account of Moses as an example (Exodus 33). God’s glory is so great that Moses
had to hide/shield himself, and God only exposed partial glory.
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God is Personal
In what ways do these verses show that God is a personal God?
Genesis 1:26–27

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

God created us in His image. Since we are personal beings (not impersonal like rocks or
trees or energy), He must be personal also.
Genesis 3:8–9

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”

God is described as one who is seeking fellowship with man and communicating with
man, even when he is hiding from his Creator. These are marks of God’s personhood or
personality.
Exodus 3:6

Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.

God’s name shows that He is personal and relational. He relates to, and is a friend of,
Abraham, his son, and his grandson.
John 14:9

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Phillip? He
who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father?’”

God has given us Jesus to help us understand who He is.

God is Infinite and Perfect (Holy)
2 Samuel 22:31

As for God, His way is perfect;
The word of the Lord is proven;
He is a shield to all who trust in Him.

Psalm 147:5

Great is our Lord, and mighty in power;
His understanding is infinite.

•

What concepts about God are impossible for humans to fully understand in these verses?
Discuss with participants.

•

How can the imperfect and limited really understand perfection in the unlimited?
Discuss with participants.
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Names of God
God reveals Himself to us through the different names given to Him in the Bible.
XX El and Elohim: strong and mighty; to be feared
XX Elyon: Most high; object of reverence and worship
XX Adonai: Lord; the possessor and ruler of all men
XX Shaddai: Stresses the divine greatness, but source of comfort and blessing for His
people.
XX Jehovah (Yahweh): greatest name for God; held sacred by the Jews
Exodus 3:13–16

Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I
say to them?”
And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of
Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The Lord God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.
This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’
Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely visited you and
seen what is done to you in Egypt.”’”

•

God describes Himself as I AM. What does this teach us about His presence, power, or
knowledge?
God simply is. Power is His, presence is His, knowledge is His. He is the origin of all
presence, power, and knowledge.

God’s Attributes
If God is truly the infinite Creator, we would expect that He would have attributes that are not
common, or shared, with us, His limited creation.

Unique attributes
These are attributes that God does not share with humans because God is not a human.
Independence
Isaiah 40:13–14
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•

How does this verse describe God as being independent?
He doesn’t require instruction or teaching; no one is His counselor; no one can give Him
knowledge or understanding He doesn’t already have.

We would expect that the Creator would be independent of His creation.
Immutability (Unchanging)
Psalm 102:26–27

•

They will perish, but You will endure; yes, they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak
you will change them, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will
have no end.

According to these verses, how is God different from us?
We change like changing clothes, but He always remains constantly the same forever.

Infinite
Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Revelation 1:8

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who
was and who is to come, the Almighty. “

There can be only one of two possibilities concerning the origin of all things: either matter
pre-existed eternally and formed itself into our universe or the eternal Creator created
everything.
•

Which one do these verses point to as the answer?
These verses both reveal God as the originator of everything.

Timeless
Psalm 90:2

•

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

Why is timelessness impossible for human beings to comprehend?
Stress that God created every aspect of the dimension we live in, including time (days,
weeks, seasons, Genesis 1). If God is independent of His creation, He is independent of
the dimension of time. We cannot possibly understand this because we all live within
this dimension. The fact that we cannot understand God confirms that He is God and we
are His creation.
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Shared Attributes
These are attributes that God shares with humans because we are created in His image.
Genesis 1:26

Then God said, let Us make man in Our image . . . .

Note that mankind does not express these attributes in the unlimited way that God does. However
we will recognize that each of these attributes is—in a limited form—visible in mankind.
Wisdom
Romans 11:33

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments and His ways past finding out!

Goodness
Psalms 145:8–9, 16

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
Slow to anger and great in mercy.
The Lord is good to all,
And His tender mercies are over all His works.
You open Your hand
And satisfy the desire of every living thing.

Other attributes
XX Love—1 John 4:7
XX Grace—Ephesians1:6
XX Mercy—Romans 15:9, Luke 1:78
XX Patience—Romans 2:4
XX Justice—Psalm 89:14
•

How does it make you feel that this God who has amazing unique attributes has also
made us in His image to reflect shared attributes?
Some may not yet have any real feelings on this matter. Some may be amazed at the
personal nature of God.

According to the verses we have just read, God has both common and non-common attributes
with man, and He is an eternal, timeless, unchanging God. This means that He has all of His
attributes consistently at the same time without change forever.
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The Trinity
Trinity is a word that is actually not used in the Bible. The church has used trinity to describe
the concept that God has given us about Himself through His Word. While this word is not
used in Scripture, the Bible very clearly describes God in this way. This section will also be
another example of God who is outside the realm of His creation and beyond our limited
understanding.
The doctrine of the trinity is unique to Christianity and the Bible. It teaches that God is one
God in three persons. Although some have attempted to use various analogies to help convey
the concept of the Trinity, all fall short of the goal. For example, they may compare the Trinity
to water: water can take the form of ice, steam or liquid, yet all three are water. God is clearly
described in the Bible as being one God yet being Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: God in three
persons.

God is One God
Ephesians 4:4–6

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all.

Exodus 20: 3

You shall have no other gods before Me.

The Trinity in the Old Testament
Genesis 1:26

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Genesis 11:7

Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one
another’s speech.

•

How do these verses identify that God has plurality in unity from the very beginning?
They use the words “us” and “our.” The triune nature of God is not yet clearly revealed
in these verses, but they hint at what the Bible later clearly reveals about the trinity,
especially in the New Testament.

The Father is known in the Old Testament
Isaiah 64:8

But now Oh Lord, You are our Father. We are the clay, and You our potter. And all we are the
work of Your hand.
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The Spirit is spoken of as a Distinct Person
Isaiah 63:10

But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit;
So He turned Himself against them as an enemy,
And He fought against them.

The Son (Jesus) is mentioned in the Old Testament
Psalm 2:7–12

“I will declare the decree:
The LORD has said to Me,
‘You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.
Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance,
And the ends of the earth for Your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron;
You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’”
Now therefore, be wise, O kings;
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear,
And rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son, lest He be angry,
And you perish in the way,
When His wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.

The Lord speaks of His Son and in verses 11–12, “worship the Lord” is connected to “Do homage
to the Son.”
Isaiah 9:6

•

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace.

This verse is a prophecy about Jesus (He is the Son that will be born), and
His deity is clear. How?
He is mighty God and Everlasting Father.

The clearest Old Testament reference to all three persons of the Godhead is found in Isaiah
48:12–16.
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Isaiah 48:12–16

“Listen to Me, O Jacob,
And Israel, My called:
I am He, I am the First,
I am also the Last.
Indeed My hand has laid the foundation of the earth,
And My right hand has stretched out the heavens;
When I call to them,
They stand up together.
“All of you, assemble yourselves, and hear!
Who among them has declared these things?
The LORD loves him;
He shall do His pleasure on Babylon,
And His arm shall be against the Chaldeans.
I, even I, have spoken;
Yes, I have called him,
I have brought him, and his way will prosper.
“Come near to Me, hear this:
I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;
From the time that it was, I was there.
And now the Lord GOD and His Spirit
Have sent Me.”

The Trinity in the New Testament
Matthew 28:19

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 13:14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.

The Father
John 5:19

Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing
of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like
manner.

Ephesians 1:3, 17

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. . . . that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.

Romans 15:6

that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

John 5:23

that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son
does not honor the Father who sent Him.
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•

This verse in particular directs us to give the same honor to the Son as we do the Father.
What does this tell us about the relationship between Father and Son?
There is an equality between the Father and the Son.

The Son
John 5:17–18

•

But Jesus answered them, “My father has been working until now, and I have been working.”
Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath,
but also said that God was His father, making Himself equal with God.

The Jews were angry and understood that Jesus was making a particular point in His
statement. What is the point they were angry about?
Jesus was effectively telling them He is God.

John 10:25–29

•

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s
name, they bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I
said to you. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of
My Father’s hand.”

How could Jesus have authority to give eternal life?
Jesus is God; only God can do this.

The Holy Spirit
Galatians 4:6

And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying
out, “Abba, Father!”

Romans 8:9

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

Acts 1:8

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

•

What do these statements say about how God works in our lives through His Spirit?
The Holy Spirit causes us to cry out for God, the Holy Spirit testifies that we are in Christ
(if we have trusted in Him for salvation), the Holy Spirit gives believers power to witness
for God.
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Further Reading
From the Westminster Confession of Faith:
In the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity: God
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit: the Father is of none, neither begotten, not
proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Spirit eternally proceeding
from the Father and the Son.

1 John 5:7; Matthew 3:16–17, 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14; John 1:14, 18; John 15:26; Galatians
4:6

Video Close
Accepting the God of Bible means that we allow Him to tell us who He is and that we don’t
presume to tell Him who He is.
Accepting that God exists means accepting that He would reveal Himself to us. If this revelation
is from God and about God why would He lie about Himself? What purpose does this meet?
God is God: The Bible tells us that He has created us with some of His characteristics, but He
also has characteristics that we don’t share, such as immortality. Therefore, it stands to reason
that we fall short of His brilliance. Understanding that we are limited means we are reliant on
His revelation about Himself.
As mortal beings, we will struggle with understanding the immortal God. How can we fully
understand what we cannot be ourselves?
God has revealed other things in His Word that we can understand and confirm, and this helps
us have confidence in the things we can never understand.
Over the next three weeks, we will find out how the following are explained in the Bible: creation; sin, death, and suffering; prophecy fulfillment and Jesus Christ.
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Video Introduction

So far in the series we have discussed two major issues: the relevance of the Bible, and who
God is.
We might expect that if God exists, He would reveal Himself. One of the major ways God has
revealed Himself is through the Bible. If the Bible is God’s Word, then we must consider its
claims of authority and sufficiency. Since the biblical claims are true, every word of Scripture is
relevant to every human being, and its message must be the most important of all messages.
Since the Bible is God’s revelation to us, we must allow our understanding of God to come from
His revelation. Only God can be a true witness of Himself. It is impossible for human beings to
completely understand God; in itself, this is a confirmation that He is God. We would not expect
to understand all there is to know about an eternal being who is infinite in power, knowledge,
and presence. We cannot understand the eternal, and we cannot understand the unlimited as
we are mortal, limited beings.
According to the Bible, God is an unlimited, eternal, triune God. This is well beyond our understanding and requires faith. We accept this because the Bible reveals it to us and there are plenty
of good reasons to trust the Bible, including fulfilled prophecies and (as we will consider in this
session) that it makes sense of the world around us.
This session allows us to examine the credibility of the Bible in relation to the evidence we
see in the world. This session is a simple overview of a few questions about origins; it is not
designed to answer every question. We will focus on the fundamentals of science and the biblical explanation of origins.
This session may totally intrude on years of education and training you may have received. We
ask that you give it time and truly investigate these issues with an openness to the truth. Feel
free to continue to ask questions. Also, please give the session leader some latitude in answering questions. After all, we don’t have all of the answers on mental record all of the time, but
we will find that most questions can be adequately answered through the resources available
to everyone today.
Encourage questions from participants. You may not immediately know the answer to every
question; however, ensure everyone that you will research the answer and share it during the next
session (or via e-mail in the meantime). This lesson may need to be conducted over two sessions,
rather than one. For additional classes on this topic, see Answers Academy (video course). Essential
for every participant in the group is The New Answers Book.
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Discussion
What does the Bible say about origins?
Let’s begin this study by considering the wonder of the creation account given in Scripture. We
need to consider the act of creation in relation to the God who accomplished it.
Read aloud through the entire first chapter of Genesis. Involve each participant in this reading.

Is this account of the origins of heaven and earth different from what you have previously
known or have been taught? If so, in what ways? What stands out to you?
Discuss with participants.
Isaiah 40:26

•

Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has created these things, who brings out their host by
number; He calls them [stars] all by name, by the greatness of His might and the strength of
His power; not one is missing.

What does this verse tell us about one of God’s attributes in creation?
He is all powerful.

Psalm 90:2

•

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting You are God.

What does this verse tell us about God’s existence before all matter?
God is everlasting.

Psalm 33:6–9

•

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of
His mouth. He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deep in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord, let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.

What does Psalm 33 tell us about how God created?
He spoke the universe into existence. And the language indicates that there was an
immediate effect. God didn’t speak and wait for millions of years for things to happen.

•

From this verse, we can infer that God created all matter out of ____________.
Nothing
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It may seem difficult to understand that something was created out of nothing. In his commentary on Genesis 1:1, Henry Morris explains the meaning of the Hebrew word bara, which
means to create:
This is the remarkable word “Bara,” used always only of the work of God. Only God can create—
that is, call into existence that which had no existence. He “calleth those things which be not
as though they were” (Romans 4:17). “The worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things which do not appear” (Hebrews 11:3).
Men can “make” things or “form” things, but they cannot create things from nothing as God
can. God also can “make” things and “form” things (Hebrew “asah” and “yatsah” respectively),
and do so far more effectively and quickly than man can do. The work of making and forming
consists of organizing already existing materials into more complex systems, whereas the act
of creation1 is that of speaking into existence something whose materials had no previous
existence, except in the mind and power of God.
The use of the word “create” here in Genesis 1:1 informs us that at this point, the physical
universe was spoken into existence by God. It had no existence prior to this primeval creative
act of God. God alone is infinite and eternal. He also is omnipotent, so that it was possible for
Him to call the universe into being. Although it is impossible for us to comprehend fully this
concept of an eternal, self existing God, the only alternative is the concept of an eternal self
existent universe; and this concept is also incomprehensible. Eternal God or eternal matter—
that is the choice. (The Genesis Record (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1997), pp.
39–40)

•

Every human being has to make a choice about the origin of all things. What is this
choice?
Either God is eternal or matter is eternal.

As humans, we cannot fully comprehend the possibility of anything eternal. The concept of a
self-existent eternal God is, however, consistent with the claims of Scripture that tell us that
God created matter. Scripture at no point indicates matter existed prior to God’s first act of
creation.
Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

What sort of creation would you expect to see after God finished creating?
Genesis 1:31

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and
the morning were the sixth day.

1 To be clear, while bara (to create) is used in Genesis 1 to speak of creation ex nihilo (creation out of nothing, from no pre-existing materials), it doesn’t always mean that. Context determines when it does and when it doesn’t. For example, God created (bara) Adam and Eve in
His image (Genesis 1:27), but later He tells us that He made them from pre-existing materials, dirt and a rib, respectively (Genesis 2:7 and
2:21–22). For further discussion on the use of bara (to create), asah (to make), and yatsar (to form) in relation to the creation week, see www.
answersingenesis.org/articles/am/v2/n3/did-god-create-or-make.
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•

This description of the world seems to be at odds with the world we live in today. This
apparent “discrepancy” will be dealt with in the next session. What inconsistencies do
you see in today’s world, which was originally described by God as “very good”?
Death, disease, pain, suffering, injustice, famine, war, murder, tsunamis, earthquakes,
hurricanes, etc.

•

Since God is the Creator of everything, how should we view our relationship to Him?
Allow the students to have their own opinion at this stage without argument. Share that
you would see Him as the authority for life because He is the owner of it and His power
is enormous.

The Bible not only claims that God created out of nothing by speaking, but also tells us how
long He took to complete it. Since God is Creator and the sole authority in life and history,
we will read His Word and, without any form of outside influence, find out how it explains the
evidence before us.

Days of Creation
A direct reading of Scripture, without any outside influence, clearly reveals that the whole
of creation occurred over a period of six normal-length days. In Genesis 1, note the use of a
number and the words evening and morning in conjunction with the word day.
•

Which meaning for the word day is this pattern consistent with and why?
Day: a generational time period (for example, “back in my father’s day”)
Day: the daylight portion of a day (“during the day”)
Day: a normal 24 hour day (“three days ago”)

Only a normal-length day (of approximately 24 hours) can be numbered and have its
own evening and morning.
An uninfluenced reading of Genesis 1 clearly yields a normal-length day for each day.
Everywhere in Scripture where a day is recorded with a number, or with a mention of
evening or morning (or noon), it refers to a normal day. From a general reading and
a consistent use of the word day (Hebrew yom), we can understand that creation was
completed in six actual days of approximately 24 hours.
We can see that biblical creation is instantly at odds with the evolutionary / “millions of years”
explanation of origins. If everything was created in six days, then mankind was created on the
same day (Day 6) as land animals, such as apes and dinosaurs. And the stars and sun were created after the earth. Both biological evolution and the big bang idea are not consistent with a
direct reading of Genesis. So, how does the Bible explain the “evidence”?
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Do the Bible and Science Conflict?
What is science?
Science is the systematic study of some aspect of the physical world (using our five senses) in
order to gain a true understanding of the world.

Two Types of Science
Operational (observable, repeatable) science: A systematic approach to understanding that
uses observable, testable, repeatable, and falsifiable experimentation to understand how nature
commonly behaves.
Example: Testing chemical reactions in a laboratory.

•

What are some other examples of operational science?
Finding a cure for cancer, developing new or better technology (cell phones, computers,
cars), sending a rocket ship to the moon, digging up fossils

Historical (origins) science: interpreting evidence found in the present left by past event(s) to
reconstruct the historical event(s).
Examples: Police trying to figure out how a person died (naturally or by murder or suicide),
figuring out how and when the Grand Canyon was formed or how and when fossils formed.

•

What are some other examples of historical science?
Determining how dinosaurs died out, figuring out when the rock layers formed, how the
eye came into existence the first time, piecing together the history of mankind

Molecules-to-man evolution is the idea that “all life on earth has come about through descent
with modification from a single common ancestor (a hypothetical primitive single-celled
organism).”
•

Is this an example of historical or operational science?
Historical—it is an attempt to explain how the abundant forms of life today came about
by natural processes over millions of years.

The Bible also offers an explanation of how all things have come to be: the original organisms
were created supernaturally by God as described in Genesis 1.
•

Is this an example of historical or operational science?
Historical

LEADER  answers for l fe • 27

The Bible & Science: Is It Credible?
Both evolutionists and creationists have an explanation of the past that is historical science.
They look at the same evidence but come up with different interpretations (reconstructions)
of the past. The difference comes from their starting assumptions, or presuppositions.

Two Main and Opposing Presuppositions
1. The Bible provides a reliable record of the key events in history that have contributed to
making the world the way it is today, and man by himself cannot reconstruct an accurate
history of the world.
2. The Bible is not reliable, and man can and must determine what happened in the past on
his own.
From a biblical perspective, the earth is relatively young (approximately 6,000 years old).
Approximately how long has it been since Jesus Christ was born?
2,000 years
Luke 3:23–38 shows a list of men (genealogies) in the line from Adam to Christ. Many of the
ages of these men are given in the Bible (for example, Adam was 130 when he fathered Seth,
Genesis 5:3). When these ages are added together, and certain other time frames are taken into
account, we realize that the time from Adam to Christ was around 4,000 years. When added to
the 2,000 years that have passed since the time of Christ until today, we realize that the earth
(and universe) is around 6,000 years old. (For more on the calculations involved, see www.
answersingenesis.org/go/ussher.)
This, of course, seems to fly in the face of all the “scientific evidence.” However, we need to
keep in mind the difference between historical and operational science. Along with this, we
need to realize that the “evidence” (e.g., fossils, stars, rocks) exists in the present. When we
dig up a fossil with our hands, we dig it in up in the present. The evidence itself cannot tell
how old it is; therefore our determinations of the age of evidence will heavily depend on our
presuppositions. Each of the areas of science that follow will be looked at based on one simple
presupposition—the Bible is a reliable historical account. If it is not, the evidence will not
support it as a credible source.

Biology
Evidence: diversity among animal and plants
According to Genesis 1, God created animals and plants each according to their kind. From
this, we can gather that the various kinds of animals and plants are to reproduce according to
their kind.
Do we find each kind of animal reproducing after its own kind today? Yes. Dogs produce dogs;
cats produce cats. We observe much variation within each kind (for example, poodles, Great
Danes, and wolves showcase the variety in the dog kind). However, we do not see plants and
animals changing from one kind into another.
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DNA is the basic model of hereditary information, which serves as a code for the production
of proteins and is common to all living organisms. Human DNA contains a different set of
information than, for example, dog DNA.
Molecules-to-man evolution requires that the information content of a genome increase over
time. However, observational science has shown that there is no known mechanism that serves
to increase genetic information. Both mutation and natural selection (alleged mechanisms
for evolution) operate on pre-existing genetic information and do not bring about brand new
genetic information. This means, for example, that a lizard cannot, on its own, develop the
information needed to grow feathers.
To think otherwise is to assume that what currently does not happen in the present actually
did happen in the past.
•

Does the biblical account of “after its kind” explain what we see happening among the
animal and plant kingdoms?
Yes.

Natural selection is often touted as “evolution in action.” And the formation of a new species
is claimed as proof that evolution happens. Mutation is said to be one of the mechanisms of
evolution. However, each of these processes actually operates in the opposite direction from
what molecules-to-man evolution requires.
Participants may ask questions about these topics. You may want to refer them the following web
sites: www.answersingenesis.org/go/selection; www.answersingenesis.org/go/speciation; www.
answersingenesis.org/go/mutations. Chapters 22–24 in The New Answers Book also address these
questions.

Geology
Evidence: Rock layers and fossils
•

Do rock layers and fossils exist in the past or present?
Present

•

Does the Bible indicate any event that could account for large rock layers and an
extensive fossil record?
Based on time constraints, read or skim Genesis 6–8. Around 1,600 years after God
created everything, mankind was in complete rebellion against Him. He decreed that
He would judge the wickedness of man with a global Flood. He spared only Noah, his
family, and representatives of the animals on the Ark. This happened around 4,350 years
ago. Some Christians say that it only covered the Mesopotamian Valley of the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers. But this is not consistent with the description of the Flood.
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Genesis 7:18

•

and the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all of the high hills (mountains) under
the whole heaven were covered.

What does Genesis 7:18 teach about the extent of the Flood?
It would be impossible for the Flood to cover the top of every mountain for several
months, as Genesis describes, if it were only a local flood. Water seeks a level plane. The
Flood of Noah’s day was global, covering the entire world.

•

Some people think the Flood was a relatively calm event. What in this passage would
indicate whether that understanding is correct?
Look at the purpose of the Flood (Genesis 6:7, 13) and the nature of the Flood (Genesis
7:11–12). The rains were an expression of the wrath of God so they were not gentle
spring rains to water the garden, but torrential rains 24/7 for at least 40 days on a
global scale. Also, the fountains of the great deep refer to subterranean waters, and the
Hebrew word for burst open is used elsewhere to refer to earthquakes (e.g., Numbers
16:31 and Zechariah 14:4). What do earthquakes on the ocean floor produce? Tsunamis.
Earthquakes also trigger volcanic eruptions. Imagine that happening many places on
earth, simultaneously, for weeks.

•

What would you expect the results to be of torrents of water flowing and erupting across
the entire globe?
The devastating global flood would have buried billions of plants, land animals,
birds, and sea life in mud and sediments. After the water receded and the sediments
hardened, a global fossil record was formed within the rock layers that had been laid
down by water all over the earth. Of course, we observe these rock and fossil layers
today. Chapters 2, 10, 13, and 14 of The New Answers Book discuss this topic in more
detail.

Anthropology (People Groups)
Anthropology is the systematic study of the characteristics of humans through history.
Evidence: Different people groups, with different physical and cultural characteristics.
Genesis 10–11 provides us with the historical account of formation of people groups and the
Tower of Babel incident. After the Flood, God told Noah and his family (the only human survivors of the global Flood) to fill the earth. However, as people do, they disobeyed. And because
of the rebellious pride of humanity, God supernaturally brought into existence many languages
to divide the people who had previously all shared a common language. This happened around
4,200 years ago.
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•

What impact would a sudden multiplicity of languages have on a culture that
traditionally spoke the same language? What would be the first thing you would do if it
happened to you?
From the Bible’s description in Genesis 10, it seems that the language divisions were
along family lines (for example, a father wouldn’t have spoken a language different from
his young son).
We would want to find others who spoke the same language as we did.
We would also expect to see a sudden decline in culture among many of these peoples
after the division. People who were carpenters or bricklayers or farmers in Babel
would not immediately know how to mine for ores or make metal tools. Those who
could wouldn’t necessarily know how to grow crops or weave cloth or make musical
instruments, etc.
Discuss how technologically sophisticated your family and culture would be if you and
your extended family were suddenly forced to live in a wooded wilderness area with
only clothes and a few simple tools (no electricity or gas or oil in the woods), and were
linguistically cut off from all other people.
Also discuss the ease or difficulty of learning a language.

After the confusion at Babel, the family groups began to move away from each other to various
parts of the world. Over time, physical characteristics among the groups became more pronounced. Science has shown, however, that the genetic difference between humans is miniscule.
The differences really are only skin deep.
Of course, we would expect that each family group took with it the knowledge it had of the
beginning of all things and the great Flood. This explains why we find many creation and flood
legends around the world.
The Bible explains the evidence found in the field of anthropology.
For more information, refer to chapters 17, 22, 25 of The New Answers Book, or visit www.
answersingenesis.org/go/history.
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Astronomy (space, stars, planets, etc.)
Evidence: A spherical earth floating in space
Over the years, the church has been blamed for being the proponents of the flat earth idea. In
more modern times, through technological advancements, humans have been able to witness
that the earth is round, that it actually floats in space, and that clusters of galaxies seem to
move away from all other clusters, indicating an expanding universe.
Is it possible that the Bible could have given us this understanding from the beginning?
Isaiah 40:22 (a)

It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers

Job 26:10

He drew a circular horizon on the face of the waters

•

These two verses indicate that the earth is a __________. Circle or sphere

Job 26:7

•

This verse indicates that the earth is actually floating in space and
hung on _________. Nothing.

Isaiah 40:22(b)

•

He stretches out the north over empty space, He hangs the earth on nothing

Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.

This verse suggests that the heavens have been stretched and ___________. Spread out.

This seems to indicate that the universe is expanding.
There are many other examples where the evidence in our universe is explained by biblical
statements.
For more information, refer to chapters 4, 18, 19 of The New Answers Book, or visit www.
answersingenesis.org/go/astronomy.

A study of origins means that we are using historical science methods to determine what might
have happened in the past. The major difference between evolutionary/long-age ideas and the
Bible is the starting point. Christians should start with the Bible and the assumption that the
God who wrote it would give us a correct account of history. Evolutionists have no such historical resource to consider (since they reject the Bible); therefore, their presuppositions do not
include the supernatural work of an all-powerful God. Since the historical statements of the
Bible are from an all-powerful God who has revealed Himself to us, and since these historical
statements explain the evidence that is available to all of us, there is credible reason to have
faith in the things of this God that we do not understand. We also have to accept that none of
us was there in the beginning. Only God was there.
We have to ask ourselves the major question that God asks Job.
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Job 38:4

Where were you . . . ?

Were evolutionary scientists around in the beginning or during the supposed millions of
years?
No. Discuss this with participants.
Is it possible to prove that the statements of historical science are true?
No. Discuss this with participants.
Having the starting point that the Bible is credible when it comes to science helps us understand
the answers to other hard questions.
XX Where did Cain get his wife?
XX What about natural selection?
XX What about carbon dating?
XX What about dinosaurs?
XX How did the animals fit on the Ark?
XX What about all of the scientists who accept evolution / millions-of-years ideas?

Video Close
There is so much to learn on this topic, and we have only touched on a little bit of it.
If God really did reveal Himself to us, and if He really is the all-powerful, all-knowing, and allpresent God, and if He really is the Creator, the ramifications for us are great. There is a response
that is necessary, and that response must be our sincere motivation to know and honor Him.
There is, however, one thing that has stopped us from doing this. It has affected not only our
ability to know God, but also our ability to accept the truth of His greatness. It is also the reason
we are living in a world that is much less than acceptable to a God who created everything “very
good” to start with. Next week we will discover why this contradiction exists.
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According to the Bible, when God had finished creating, He pronounced His handiwork “very
good” (Genesis 1:31). As we look around at creation today we see something much less than
“very good.” We see a fossil record of death, we see pain, we see suffering, we see natural disasters like tornadoes and earthquakes, we see people taking advantage of others, we see animals
killing each other and humans doing the same thing. How could this evidence comply with
a perfect creation in any way? This leads most in the world to ask the questions: Why is there
death and suffering? How could a loving God allow pain and death? Did God make a world with
natural disasters that would destroy plants, animals, and people?
This session is all about bad news. Nobody enjoys hearing bad news, and nobody particularly
enjoys hearing bad news that impacts all of us individually. While humanity has to agree that
we are all less than perfect, we don’t like to admit what makes us this way. Why are we less than
perfect—or more accurately, far less than perfect and rather selfish and mean in so many ways?
Why do we have an inbuilt system that gives us the ability to reject authority? Think about it:
from the earliest age, one of our first words ever spoken is no. Why?
There is something wrong with this world, but in considering this we have to ask if there is
also something wrong with us. The transparent and brutal truth about humanity and the
consequences for what we have done are going to be openly discussed from biblical teaching.
Be prepared for some tough truth, but I urge you to respond not through depression or even
anger but through an active search for God’s remedy.
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Discussion
The Condition of Humanity
What is man?
Matt 10:28

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Acts 7:59

And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

•

These verses say that there are basically two aspects to mankind’s make-up.
What are they?
The material and the immaterial

How was mankind originally made?
Genesis 1:31

•

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and
the morning were the sixth day.

Mankind was part of the creation on the sixth day. What does this verse tell us about
mankind as originally created?
Adam and Eve were “very good” in God’s eyes.

1 Corinthians 15:26

•

The last enemy [of mankind] that will be destroyed is death.

How does this verse describe death in respect to mankind?
It is an enemy.

•

How does death therefore correlate with a “very good” human being?
It doesn’t. How can a person be perfect and die? This would not be good in a good God’s
eyes.

God created and was satisfied that His creation was very good. Humans were part of that creation. Death (and its accompanying struggle, sickness, and suffering) is considered an “enemy.”
It is not good and does not correlate with a good creation. The Bible even indicates that death
is an enemy of man. Something is not right.
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What were we to do in the garden?
Genesis 2:15–17

•

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. And
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it
you shall surely die.”

This passage indicates that man was created to live in perfect and willing obedience
to God and to live forever, if he remained obedient to Him. What phrase in this verse
indicates that man had a choice to obey His Creator?
God told Adam that he could freely eat of all trees but one. If he ate from the forbidden
tree, the consequence was death. God gave Adam a choice with up-front consequences.
Adam knew the rules, he knew the benefit of the rules, he knew the consequences of
breaking them, and he had total ownership of the choice.

How is mankind different from the animals?
Genesis 1:26

•

Then God said, “Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

In what ways was humanity created differently from the animals?
Man was created in the image of God and given dominion over the animals.

Why is mankind no longer perfect?
Genesis 3:6–7

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and
a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband
with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.

This is the account of man’s sin.
Sin is disobedience to God’s commands. Sin is a willing rejection of God’s authority for our
own. Sin immediately changed the nature of everything in the world. The entire creation was
no longer perfect because of this one tragic act of disobedience.
•

From previous passages we have read, what was one of the main consequences of sin?
Physical death
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In the following verses, identify the different aspects of death indicated below.
1. Physical (death of the physical body)
2. Spiritual (separation from God)
3. Universal (all mankind will die)
4. Ongoing judgment after death
Genesis 3:19

In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you
were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return. (1)

Genesis 3:22–23

Then the Lord God said, “Behold the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.
And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—
therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he
was taken. (1)

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (1, 2)

Romans 3:10–12

As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none who understands; there is
non who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable;
there is none who does good, no, not one.” (2)

The fact that we don’t even seek after God is an evidence of being dead spiritually.
Romans 5:12

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus
death spread to all men, because all sinned. (1, 3)

Hebrews 9:27

And as it is appointed for men to die once–but after this the judgment. (1, 3, 4)

Matthew 25:46

And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. (2,

3, 4)

These verses have shown why human beings have the problems that we do. Because of sin
we have death, and along with that, pain, suffering, and disease. We are no longer perfect
because our first two parents sinned. Imperfect people cannot have perfect children. Every
human being is born outside of the realm of what God intended for us to be. Sin has affected
every human being from birth. The entire human race is guilty because the entire human
race sinned against God in the Garden of Eden (through Adam, the representative head of the
human race). We also all frequently rebel against God’s commands, just like Adam did.
Romans 3:23

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

This verse indicates that only those living in God’s glory are without sin, but all have
fallen short of that through sin. We were created to reflect the glory of our Creator. By
rejecting His Kingship for our own, we attempted to replace God’s glory with our own.
This verse indicates that all of us are in the same boat. We are all subject to His response
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to our sin.
In previous discussions we have found that the Bible says that God’s character is both merciful
and just. It would be reasonable to expect to see both aspects in His response to our sin.
Consider some of God’s possible responses to sin and consider how this would align with God’s
character being both merciful and just.
Could God have
1. Wiped us out? Not merciful
2. Not worried about it? Not just
3. Dealt with it justly but provided opportunity for reconciliation? Just and merciful
Romans 8:20–22

•

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in
hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors
with birth pangs together until now.

What evidence from the world today do you see that is explained by this passage?
Animals killing each other, death, sickness, theft, war, tornadoes, earthquakes,
hurricanes, volcanoes, etc.

These things came into the creation when man sinned. Genesis 3:14–19 shows that the animals
were cursed, Adam and Eve’s bodies were changed in some ways, and the ground was cursed
(producing, among other things, thorns for the first time). This fact of the curse was remembered 1,100 years later by Noah’s father (Genesis 5:29).
•

Suffering, death, and tragedy are evident today. Those who do not accept the Bible as a
historical record form their own interpretations of history. What are common statements
about death and suffering?
Some may ask: how can a loving God allow death and suffering?
Death is a normal part of the evolutionary struggle for life. If this answer is given, discuss
why we view death (via murder, “natural” disasters, “accidents,” etc.) as tragic and wrong.
Those who deny the biblical teaching have no consistent basis upon which to say that
one action is “good” while another (e.g., murder) is “bad.”

•

How is the death and suffering in the world today explained by what we read in the
historical account of the Bible?
As a result of man’s sin, death (along with disease, suffering, pain) entered the world.
These events were recorded for us in Genesis 3.

Much of the hurt that we experience we bring upon ourselves and others as a result of sin. Take,
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for instance, the tragedy of war. Where does it come from?
James 4:1

•

Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for
pleasure that war in your members?

What does this verse say about how sin works in our lives today?
Just like in the Garden of Eden, sin places us before God. We seek our own pleasure and
our own authority. This self-focus often causes tension, and even war.

For the next segment on judgment, we need to understand God’s character. You may need to refer to
previous discussions.

•

Sin has enormous ramifications in society. To keep our evil nature in control, society
requires a strong justice system. Why is justice in society important?
As a deterrent to breaking the law; to ensure appropriate judgments are handed down
on law breakers; for the protection of society.

God is just and He must punish sin. We hear much more about the love and mercy of God
than about God’s justice and wrath. Yet in the Bible all of these are given much attention as
attributes of God’s eternal character.
Most people who understand basic Christianity easily accept that God shows His everlasting
love, grace, and mercy by saving people and allowing them to live forever with Him in heaven.
However, we must also accept that the same eternal God who saves some people forever in
heaven also punishes other people forever in a place of eternal judgment. This is often referred
to in the Bible as Hell or Hades. We will now look at some aspects of this eternal judgment.
What does the Bible clearly point out about God’s eternal judgment on sin?
Luke 12:4–5

And I say to you , My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have
no more they can do. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has
killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!

2 Peter 2:4–9

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them
into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but
saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the
world of the ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned
them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; and
delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and
hearing their lawless deeds)- then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment.

Matt 25:46

And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

Mankind is left in a desperate situation as a result of our sin. Our world is groaning and natural

40 • answers for l fe

LEADER

Why Is There Death & Suffering in the World
disasters happen constantly. We face disease, suffering, wars, and death. After death we face the
judgment of an eternally and perfectly just God. But in the ultimate act of grace and mercy,
God has willingly dealt with His own wrathful judgment on us when He made Jesus to be a
sacrifice to atone for His wrath on sin.
Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.

Isaiah 53:4–7

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by his stripes we are healed. All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not
His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so He opened not His mouth.

1 John 4:10

In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His son to be the propitiation [sacrifice taking the full brunt of wrath] for our sins.

•

What do these verses tell us about how God has dealt with His own judgment?
He has placed His full wrath against sin upon Jesus who died as a substitute for us.

While we will look at this in next week’s study in detail, for now we can note God has provided
a substitute to bear the penalty of His judgment. This substitute has accepted and taken the
full brunt of God’s wrath. But how do we access this substitution for God’s wrath to be put in
our place? How do we correctly respond to this amazing sacrifice that has been made on our
behalf? Jesus Christ is the only answer. How do we know Jesus is real? How do we know His
message is true? How can we be sure He can truly take this wrath for us?
If Jesus Christ truly dealt with sin, He would need to be different from us, since all of us have
“sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
•

In what ways do you think a substitutionary sacrifice for our punishment would have to
be different from us?
Only one who is innocent and not under the same wrath could step in to take
something he doesn’t deserve. How could Jesus step in and get something that He
would otherwise not deserve? He would have to be sinless: born without sin, and never
sinned.

During the past sessions, we have studied the credibility of the Bible in several areas.
1. God’s revelations in the world and through His Word are consistent. (Session 1)
2. Only God can be a fit witness concerning Himself, and His message about Himself is
consistent. (Session 2)
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3. The Bible explains the origin of all things and provides a logical explanation for the
physical evidence. (Session 3)
4. The Bible explains the origin of death and suffering is the result of man’s sin. (Session 4)
During the next session, we will discuss Jesus Christ. No normal sinful man could possibly be
a fit substitute for us in taking God’s judgment. Next week we will look carefully at Jesus and
see if there is any credibility to the account of His life and His ability to be the perfect sacrifice
for judgment in our place.

Further Reading
www.answersingenesis.org/go/curse
How Could a Loving God . . . ? by Ken Ham
The New Answers Book, chapter 26
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Conclusion
Excerpt from How Could a Loving God . . . ? (Ken Ham, Master Books, 2006, p. 10)
Humanity is always looking for someone else to blame and it seems that it may as well be
God. Do you notice though that the blame is always laid before a “loving God”? How could a
loving God . . . . If your God is a God of love . . .
Before we read this book, I think it is important to consider the God we dare to blame.
Paul writing to Timothy describes God in 1 Timothy 1:17: “Now to the King Eternal, Immortal,
Invisible, the only God be honor and glory for ever and ever.”
Or consider Psalm 102:27: “But you remain the same and your years will never end.”
Job 26:14b says, “Who then can understand the thunder of His power?”
Romans 11:33 “Oh the depth of the riches of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out.”
1 Timothy 6:16 “who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one
has seen or can see. To Him be honor and might forever. Amen.”
These are just a few verses that tell us that the God we dare to blame is eternal, immortal, invisible, glorified forever, has thunderous power, riches of knowledge and wisdom, is unsearchable
in His judgments, is beyond our imitation, lives in unapproachable light and will have honor
and might forever. Perhaps we better have very good reason for playing this blame game.
Perhaps we should think very carefully before shaking our finite fists at the infinite Creator.
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Video Close
In this session we have considered the following points:
XX Mankind was created with both a physical and spiritual essence.
XX Mankind was made perfect and seen as being good by a perfect God.
XX Death and suffering are not consistent with a perfect world.
XX Man was created to reflect God’s glory in obedience.
XX We have all rejected God’s rule for our own rule—this is called sin.
XX God is eternally just and merciful.
XX The predetermined result of man’s sin is death, and death and suffering today are the
direct results of this.
XX Death is both spiritual and physical as it relates to God’s judgment.
XX After death we will face God in judgment, which will have eternal consequences.
XX God has graciously provided a substitute for us so we don’t have to face His judgment.
Bottom Line: Sin has put a barrier between us and God who is perfect. We, as created beings,
cannot save ourselves from this situation. Everyone is born in sin, and everyone sins every day.
There is no escape except through the way that God has provided.
Next week we learn more about Jesus and the wonder of what He did for us.
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Video Introduction

Human history in relation to God is not positive. The death and suffering we see in the world is
a direct result of man’s disobedience to God. We have seen that this disobedience is called sin,
and all human beings have inherited from Adam this propensity to rebel against the Creator.
And we choose to sin, just as he did. We live in a sinful world, and we are part of it. We are also
subject to the wrath of an eternal, unlimited God.
This session reveals God’s action to save us from His own wrath. This is Jesus. The most important decision anyone can make is to receive or deny Jesus Christ.
In this session we will look at an overview of who Jesus is, the evidence that Jesus existed, and
what He did. We will be assessing the difference between knowing about Jesus and actually
knowing Jesus. There is an everlasting difference between the two.
Before we attempt to answer the above question, we need to look at the evidence for Jesus’s
existence. Is there sufficient evidence to believe that Jesus really did exist?
This is a very important question. As none of us were around in the time of Jesus, we have a
choice of trusting others’ beliefs before us or we can explore the evidence.
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Discussion
•

If Jesus Christ did exist, would you expect that such a prominent person would be
written about in non-Christian historical records?
We accept that Jesus lived, died, and rose again because the Bible clearly teaches these
doctrines. There are also several non-biblical sources that testify to the existence of
Christ. Although the Bible alone is sufficient for us to believe in Jesus, these extra-biblical
sources support the biblical testimony. Note that even many of those who argue against
the deity of Christ do not deny His existence. The following is a list of extra-biblical men
who wrote about Christ.
XX Josephus ben Mattathias (AD 37–100), Jewish historian. He wrote of the works and crucifixion of Jesus.
XX Cornelius Tacitus (AD 55–120), Roman historian. He discussed the death of Christ and
the existence of Christians in Rome.
XX Lucian of Samosata (second century AD), a Greek Satirist. He spoke against Christ and
the Christians and never assumed or argued that they were not real.
XX Suetonius (first century AD), Roman historian. He spoke of how the Jews were expelled
from Rome, as the Jews were making constant disturbances because of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.¹

Of course, the best evidence for Jesus Christ comes from the Bible itself.
The Bible is made up of the Old Testament (written between 1500 BC and 400 BC) and the New
Testament (written between AD 44 and AD 96).
•

Considering the above statement, what is significant about the Old Testament testifying
about Jesus Christ?
It was written prior to Jesus’s birth.

The Dead Sea Scrolls confirm the existence and accuracy of the Old Testament prior to the
birth of Christ.
The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947. A shepherd boy named Muhammad stumbled across
the scrolls (there were over 40,000 inscribed fragments) whilst searching for a lost goat.
Archeologists have dated the scrolls to more than a century before Christ’s birth. This not only
shows that the Old Testament was written before the time of Christ, but it also qualified how
accurate the copyists were, as there are very few discrepancies between these documents and
the existing documents (the oldest documents we had before this find were written around
AD 900, hence very few discrepancies over a 1,000 year period!).

None of the very few copying discrepancies had any bearing on the message of the Old Testament Scriptures.
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If someone today stated, in writing, specific details of a particular event that would happen 20
years in the future, how would you react?
Discuss this with participants.
If documents from various authors who lived hundreds of years apart foretold different specific
details about a particular person in the future, what would your reaction be?
Discuss this with participants.
What would your reaction be if all of these prophecies actually came true?
Discuss this with participants.
There are over 60 prophecies written in the Old Testament which Jesus fulfilled and which are
documented in the New Testament.
We will look at some of the prophecies, as we do not have time to discuss them all.

Fulfilled Prophecy
Jesus’s Birth
Prophecy—Old Testament
Genesis 3:15

•

And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,
And you shall bruise His heel.

The Savior will come from the seed of ________. the woman

Fulfilled—New Testament
Galatians 4:4

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the law.

Prophecy—Old Testament
Isaiah 7:14

•

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

Why is it significant that Jesus is born of a virgin?
If Jesus were born of normal means, He could not claim to be without sin. If Jesus were
not born from a woman, He could not claim to be a human blood sacrifice for our sin.
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Fulfilled—New Testament
Matthew 1:23

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated “God with us.”

Prophecy—Old Testament
Micah 5:2

•

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of you shall come forth to Me the one to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old,
from everlasting.

The Savior will come from _____________. Bethlehem

Fulfilled—New Testament
Matthew 2:1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem

The Nature and Ministry of Jesus
Prophecy—Old Testament
Isaiah 33:22

•

For the Lord is our Judge,
The Lord is our Lawgiver,
The Lord is our King; He will save us

The Savior will have the authoritative nature of a _________. judge

Fulfilled—New Testament
John 5:30

I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not
seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.

Prophecy—Old Testament
Isaiah 11:2

•

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
The Spirit of counsel and might,
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

Jesus would have a special anointing from the Holy __________. Spirit

Fulfilled—New Testament
Matthew 3:16
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Prophecy—Old Testament
Isaiah 40:3

•

The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert
A highway for our God.”

There will be a messenger who will ___________. prepare the way

Fulfilled—New Testament (about John the Baptist)
Luke 1:17

He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, “to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children,” and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

Prophecy—Old Testament
Isaiah 35:5–6

•

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then the lame shall leap like a deer,
And the tongue of the dumb sing.
For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness,
And streams in the desert.

Jesus would perform _____________. miracles

Fulfilled—New Testament
Matthew 9:32–33, 35

As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and demon-possessed. And
when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying, “It
was never seen like this in Israel!”
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.

There were also 29 prophecies fulfilled in one day. These included very specific prophecies:
XX His betrayal by a friend (Psalm 41:9; Matthew 10:4);
XX for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12; Matthew 26:15);
XX the betrayal money was thrown on the floor in the house of the Lord (Zechariah 11:13b;
Matthew 27:5a);
XX the money was used to buy a potter’s field (Zechariah 11:13b; Matthew 27:7).
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Jesus’s Crucifixion
Prophecy—Old testament
Isaiah 50:6

•

I gave My back to those who struck Me,
And My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard;
I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.

Jesus would be ___________. beaten

Fulfilled—New Testament
Matthew 26:67–68

Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their
hands, saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?”

Prophecy—Old Testament
Psalm 22:16

•

For dogs have surrounded Me;
The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.
They pierced My hands and My feet;

Jesus’s hands and feet would be __________. pierced

Fulfilled—New Testament
Luke 23:33

And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.

Other Old Testament prophecies fulfilled on the day of crucifixion:
XX He suffered thirst (Psalm 69:21; John 19:28)
XX His friends stood afar (Psalm 38:11; Luke 23:49)
XX He was hated without cause (Psalm 69:4; John 15:25)
XX His garments were divided and lots cast (Psalm 22:18; John 19:23–24)
XX He was offered gall and vinegar (Psalm 69:21; Matthew 27:34)
XX He committed Himself to God (Psalm 31:5; Luke 23:46)
XX His bones were not broken (Psalm 34:20; John 19:33)
XX His side was pierced (Zechariah 12:10; John 19:34)
XX Darkness fell over the land (Amos 8:9; Matthew 27:45)
XX He was buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:57–60)
Additional information on this topic can be found in Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh
McDowell.
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The Resurrection
Prophecy—Old Testament
Psalm 16:10

•

For You will not leave My soul in Sheol,
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.

Jesus would ___________. rise from the grave

Fulfilled—New Testament
Acts 2:31

He, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in
Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

The Deity of Christ
Is Jesus revealed as God in the Old Testament?
Isaiah 9:6

•

For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Among other names, Jesus is called Mighty _____________God
and Everlasting _____________ Father.

Is Jesus revealed as God in the New Testament?
Romans 9:5

of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all,
the eternally blessed God. Amen.

John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

(John 1:14–18 reveals that the Word became a man, who is Jesus.)
•

How does John 1:1 correlate to Genesis 1:1?
God was in the beginning before creation. Jesus was in the beginning. John reveals
Jesus as God.

Jesus also reveals Himself as God in His actions and statements. He forgave sins, which is
something only God has authority to do. He spoke authoritatively about salvation and judgment, He performed miracles, and He confirmed that if you have seen Jesus, you have seen
the Father (John 14:6–9).
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Was Jesus a Liar?
Matthew 20:18

•

Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests
and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death. [Jesus’s own words]

There was no personal gain for Jesus in dying on the cross. Some people might die for a
great cause, but would they die for what they knew to be a lie?
Jesus did not gain money, fame, or power from doing what He did. If a participant
answers affirmatively that Jesus might have died knowing that He was lying, we must
also conclude that Jesus must have also been stupid, a lunatic. Is this consistent with
biblical evidence of Jesus?

Was Jesus a Lunatic?
Luke 1:1–4

Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have
been fulfilled among us, just as those who from the beginning were eye witnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent
Theophilus, that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.

Luke starts his gospel in this way and continues with his account of the life and ministry of
Jesus, including the witness of many to His miracles. If many eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ
(many of whom were writers of the New Testament books) all testify to His great credibility,
even though He was a lunatic, then we must conclude that all of these people were fooled by
a lunatic. But these eyewitnesses also testify to seeing His miracles and His resurrected body,
and many of them died a martyr’s death for that testimony. What does this say about the idea
of Jesus being a lunatic?
•

If Jesus was not lying, and if He was not crazy, what is the alternative?
A sane person, telling the truth, is authentic and to be believed. There is no other logical
alternative that fits all the facts.
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The Importance of the Cross
•

Is there a way to heaven other than by believing in and trusting in Jesus?
Explain that quite a few people think that our good deeds alone will get us to heaven.
But it is impossible for us to live a perfect life and follow God’s commandments, as
Jesus says that we should in the Sermon on the Mount. We always fall short of being
completely good.
The answer to the above question is no. It is impossible for a human to live a perfect life.
The only person who has ever done that is Jesus Himself, born of a virgin and without
sin. If you sin, you go to hell, because God cannot accept any sin in His presence.

The way to make things right with God is through repentance of our sins and believing that
the One who is without sin took the punishment that we deserve. Jesus is that sacrifice. He
died on the cross to pay the penalty for mankind’s sin.
Romans 5:18

Therefore, as through one man’s offense, judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.

In the Old Testament, the sacrifices without blemish pointed to the sinless Messiah Jesus.
Leviticus 22:19

you shall offer of your own free will a male without blemish from the cattle, from the sheep, or
from the goats.

1 Peter 2:22–24

“Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth”; who, when He was reviled, did
not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Jesus came to earth to die for our sins and make us right with God, so He could accept us
into heaven.
•

What does this verse say about the gift of eternal life?
Romans 6:23 says that eternal life is in Jesus Christ. Only He is sinless (or good in the true
sense of the word). Reaffirm that salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ alone—not through
good deeds or good deeds plus faith.
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Did Jesus Really Deal With Sin Completely?
John 12:27

“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour?’ But for this
purpose I came to this hour.”

Think about that! Jesus knew He was going to suffer the pain of being beaten, nailed to a cross,
and hung in the sun until He could breathe no more. But He also knew that He would suffer
for mankind’s sin.
Luke 22:44

•

And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down to the ground.

How agonized was Jesus in taking the fullness of God’s wrath on sin upon Himself?
Sweating blood must have meant that Jesus was in great agony.

Which of these matters do you think caused Jesus real agony?
1. The coming physical pain of crucifixion
2. Taking on the wrath of God for the sin of the world
He died to be our Savior!
1 Peter 2:24

who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live
for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

Therefore, Jesus dealt fully with our sins as He was a perfect sacrifice.

The Resurrection
1 Corinthians 15:3–6

For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After
that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain
to the present, but some have fallen asleep.

Acts 1:9–11

Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you
into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

Without belief in the physical resurrection of Jesus, the Christian faith could not have come into
being. The disciples would have remained crushed and defeated men. Even had they continued
to remember Jesus as their beloved teacher, His crucifixion would have forever silenced any
hopes of His being the Messiah. The cross would have remained the sad and shameful end of
His career. The origin of Christianity therefore hinges on the belief of the early disciples that
God had raised Jesus from the dead. (William Lane Craig, KTR, pp.116–117.)
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If the resurrection is not a historic fact, then the power of death remains unbroken, and with
it the effect of sin; and the significance of Christ’s death remains meaningless, and accordingly
believers are yet in their sins, precisely where they were before they heard of Jesus’ name. (W.
J. Sparrow-Simpson, cited in Hastings DCG: 514.)

In your own words, describe the importance of the Resurrection.

Jesus Predicted His Death and Resurrection
Matthew 12:38–40

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign
from You.”
But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign,
and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth.”

•

Jesus predicted that He would rise after ___. three days

The Old Testament Predicted Jesus’s Resurrection
Isaiah 26:19

Your dead shall live;
Together with my dead body they shall arise.
Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust;
For your dew is like the dew of herbs,
And the earth shall cast out the dead.

For more information, see the “Further Reading” section.

There is only One Way to Salvation!
John 14:6

•

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
though Me.”

We must turn to God, away from our self-centered lifestyle, and allow Him to control and
change our lives. Jesus says no one comes to Father except through Him. Does this verse
indicate that there is any other way to be saved?
No.

•

Some people think that they can get into heaven by being good. From what you have
learned so far, does the Bible teach this? Why or why not?
The Bible clearly teaches that we are all sinners and fall short of God’s glory (Romans
3:23). The Bible teaches that only Jesus was sinless and not deserving of God’s wrath.
The Bible teaches that the only way to salvation is through faith in Jesus and what He
did for us on the cross and in His resurrection.
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We need to confess and express our faith in Jesus Christ.
Romans 10:9

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

Luke 5:31–32

Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone. It comes through a confession of sin, and belief
in Jesus Christ and His death, burial, and resurrection on our behalf. We need to be willing to
live for Him and turn away from our sinful ways (repent).

Further Reading
www.answersingenesis.org/go/Jesus-Christ
New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell
More Than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell

Video Close
You have learned about Jesus Christ, the Savior and true God. Romans 10:9 says “If you confess
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe with your heart that God has raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved.” The biggest question in life that I can possibly ask you is this: What
are you doing about Jesus? Is He your Savior and Lord? If He is, your life has already changed.
You are living for Him and seek to glorify Him for His wonderful saving work. A living faith in
Jesus Christ is the only way you can be saved.
Salvation is not about anything you can do. None of us can save ourselves, and this is the most
thrilling part of this message. If left to our own ability to save, we would be in a hopeless state.
But God has not left us there. Jesus has done it all. He has taken our sin on His own shoulders
and borne the full wrath that we deserve. Jesus has done it all. Salvation is a free gift from Jesus
to all who will receive Him by faith. If you want to receive the free gift of eternal life through
Christ, tell your leader now.
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Further Reading about Jesus
Deity of Jesus
The information in this section is based on the work of C. S. Lewis and Josh McDowell.

How do we know that Jesus was actually God?
There are only three reasonable explanations for Jesus. He is either a liar, a lunatic, or our
LORD! Jesus can only be one of these three things.
If Jesus was a liar:
He was a hypocrite, as He told others not to lie.
He would have to be a demon to make others believe that they would go to heaven by believing
in Him, when He would know that was not true.
It would not be very smart to die for a lie, especially if you had made up the whole story about
heaven. All of the apostles would have also died for a lie, as most of them were martyrs. Yet
not one of the apostles recanted on his death bed.

If Jesus was a lunatic (maybe He thought He was God but was mistaken):
From all accounts, He showed no imbalances or abnormalities in personality or the life that
He led.
He also showed practical wisdom, was able to read human hearts, showed deep love and compassion, and had an ability to attract people.
He performed many miracles that were seen by others, not only by His followers but also by
His enemies. His disciples would also have to be lunatics, for they died as martyrs for their
faith.

If He is Lord:
This is the only other alternative. Logic brings us to this conclusion. Jesus must be either a
liar, a lunatic, or Lord.
Since He is not a liar or a lunatic, then He must be Lord!
The resurrection proves that Jesus is who He claimed to be: the Messiah, the Son of God, the
Lord (Romans 1:3–4).

Answering the Skeptics of the Resurrection
There are many skeptics of the Resurrection. Below are some thoughts (in response to some
of those skeptics) you may need to consider in more depth.
XX Jesus would have to be crazy to tell everyone He would rise after three days and then not!
Everything now hinges on this and all credibility would be lost if He didn’t.
It’s remarkable how He predicted His resurrection, and therefore authenticated His claim to
be the Messiah.

LEADER  answers for l fe • 57

What Is So Important about Jesus?
XX We know more about the details of Jesus’s death than any other person in history. Why?
XX Josephus (Jewish historian) wrote of Jesus’s death and resurrection:
Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him man; for he was a
doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew
over to him many Jews, and also many of the Greeks. This man was the Christ. And when
Pilate had condemned him to the cross, upon his impeachment by the principal man among
us, those who had loved him from the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive
on the third day, the divine prophets having spoken these and thousands of other wonderful
things about him. And even now, the race of Christians, so named from him, has not died
out. (Josephus, AJ, 18.3.3.)

XX After Jesus’s death, His followers were dejected; a short time later, they were elated. Why?
How could we explain the change in their lives except by the fact of the bodily resurrection of Jesus?
XX What if Jesus wasn’t dead when they took Him off the cross, and He then escaped from
the tomb? Four executioners examined Him. Pilate required certification of His death.
He was speared in the side on the cross. His friend Joseph took Him from the cross and
prepared Him for burial according to the tradition of the Jews (wrapped the body in 100
pounds of linen and spices).
XX Did Jesus roll the stone away from the tomb entrance in his weakened and wounded condition? If so, how did Jesus get past the guard?
XX The church exists, but the first Christians were all Jews. How could Christianity, as a
religion separate from Judaism, develop without a faith in the Resurrection?
XX Most importantly, no one can plausibly deny the historicity of the Resurrection.
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Video Introduction

From being blamed for starting wars to perpetrating lies, the church has been criticized many
times over the years. While certain individuals within the church have given cause for such
criticism, neither the experiences of the past nor the ideas of tradition are acceptable for finding out what and who the church really is.
Only God’s Word can tell us the purpose and practice of the church as He has instituted it and
commanded it to be. In this session we will take the authoritative claims of Scripture and find
out what the church is and how it is to behave. No other resource will give us an accurate picture of the biggest organization in the world today. Many people have received Christ as Savior
but choose not to associate themselves with the local church as a community of believers. Does
one need to go to church to be a Christian? Is it possible to be a saved believer and reject those
who have also chosen to be in God’s family? Only Scripture has the answer.
The Bible talks much about the gathering of God’s people as a community of believers. There
are many functions of the church and many purposes. We should start by looking at verses that
describe the importance of the church.

Discussion
The Church
Organization
1 Corinthians 14:33, 40 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
Let all things be done decently and in order.

One of the roles of the church is to provide an organized way of building each other up in the
faith. Why do you think it is important that Christians learn in an orderly fashion?
If there is not some sort of orderly conduct in the church, confusion will reign and
nobody will learn from others the truth of God’s Word.
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Fellowship/Edification
Hebrews 10:24–25

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

Paul also says in 1 Corinthians 14:26 that when we come together as believers,
1 Corinthians 14:26

Let all things be done for edification . . .

As believers in Jesus Christ, we are called to meet regularly for the purpose of fellowship and
edification, that is, building up each other in the Lord—encouraging, supporting, and challenging each other toward spiritual growth and maturity (see also Romans 14:19; 1 Corinthians 10:23, 14:1–26). The purpose of meeting is not just to worship God but also to stimulate
one another to godliness for His glory. We cannot really grow properly in isolation from other
Christians. We need each other to be all that God wants us to be as followers of Christ. We grow
in community with other believers.
•

Would it be possible to gauge your Christian growth, if you were not associating with
other believers regularly?
It would be much more difficult to grow and acknowledge and recognize your own
growth.

Ephesians 4:15–16

•

but speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

The above verses tell us that we are joined together in Christ and we should be a healthy
body, meeting together regularly to encourage each other in our Christian lives in strong
fellowship as Christians. From these verses, what benefits can you see in meeting with
other believers?
Encouragement, good works, love, common bond of Christ, unity (not alone).

Teaching
Acts 2:42
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•

In addition to celebrating the Lord’s Supper (breaking of bread) and praying together,
the church devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles about Jesus. The Bible
claims that it is God’s Word, so what prominence would you expect to see biblical
teaching given in a church gathering?
We would expect it to be foremost.

Providing Opportunity to Serve
Ephesians 4:11–15

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God to a perfect man to the measure of the stature of fullness of Christ; that we should no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in
love, may grow up in all things into him who is the head–Christ.

Hebrews 6:10

For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward
His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

We are called to serve God’s people (the saints) and to use our God-given talents to serve. The
church provides us an opportunity to honor God in this way.
•

Why do you think it would be important to use your talents in the service of God, if you
are a Christian?
It helps us to grow and reflects our salvation. It helps us to encourage other believers
and be encouraged by them.

Spiritual Leadership and Protection
Titus 1:9

holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine,
both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

Acts 20:28

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

•

What do these verses say about the importance of good, biblical leadership in the local
church?
They help us stay true to God’s Word. They protect us from false teachings arising
outside and inside the church. This is an important duty because the cost of the church
is Christ’s sacrifice.
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The Ordinances Given by Jesus
Acts 2:42

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers.

The Lord Jesus gave the church two ordinances to help us remember what Jesus has done on
our behalf. These include the taking of communion (1 Corinthians 11:17–34) and baptism
(Matthew 28:18–20).
•

Why do you think such reminders are important?
If Christ’s work on the cross has saved us, it is the single most important event in the
world, and we should never be complacent about it. Christ wants us to remember Him
often.

Correction
Titus 3:10–11

Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a person is
warped and sinning, being self condemned.

While the church is not to have a primary function of wielding a big stick, the church is responsible to protect the authenticity of the message of Jesus and the purity of the church. It must
protect those who stray from God’s path in order to keep unity in the church.
•

Why do you think it is important that the church actually protect the message of Christ
and the purity of the church?
The Bible says there is only one way to salvation through Jesus. If this teaching is
compromised, people will not find out the truth about salvation. The church needs to
stay unified in the gospel. In our sinful world, this does not happen as well as it should,
and this is why we see a variety of denominations. Discuss that the essential message of
Jesus is what unifies the church even across denominational boundaries. This essential
message has been warped by tradition and culture, and this is why God’s Word must
be the authority for the church and the central teaching for unity in Jesus. Also, if
the church tolerates unbiblical behavior in Christians’ lives then other Christians are
hindered in their own growth and the outside world condemns the church for hypocrisy
and rejects the gospel as a result.

Is it Possible to Follow Christ on Your Own?
The simple answer is yes. There is no scriptural passage which says that you must go to church
to be saved or to be a “good Christian.” Salvation, as we have seen, is a gift given to those who
repent and have faith in Christ alone. Only the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus is sufficient for salvation, and He completed His saving work. Therefore it is possible to be a Christian
and not go to church. However, such a Christian is disobedient for we have seen that Scripture
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commands all believers to regularly fellowship with other believers under the teaching of God’s
Word with prayer and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. This regular fellowship has a very
important function and purpose to help us grow and be faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ.
Consider these verses.
1 John 4:7

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God.

We are commanded to love each other as fellow believers.
Colossians 3:13

bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

We are commanded to bear with and forgive each other.
James 5:16

Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

We are commanded to help each other overcome sin and to pray for each other.
It is therefore impossible to be obedient to Christ in the above matters if we are rejecting others
He has saved and never or seldom associate with them. We need them and they need us as
brothers and sisters in God’s family, the church.
1 Peter 5:8 also states another reason to be close to other believers.
1 Peter 5:8–9

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.

2 Corinthians 11:3

But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

•

If the same Devil who tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden is also tempting us away from
God today and seeking to destroy us, how will community and fellowship in the church
help us in this battle?
We can keep each other accountable to God’s Word, walking in correct relationship with
Him.

After reading the following verses, describe how the church is used by God to fulfill His plan
for this world.
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Romans 10:13–15

For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” How then shall they call on Him
in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they
are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,
who bring glad tidings of good things!”

Acts 1:8

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

The church is called by God to spread the good news of Jesus Christ to all the earth so
that God will save people.
Many people have asked this question: If God saves us from sin in this world, why doesn’t He
take us straight to heaven rather than leaving us in this sinful world?
In what ways do the following verses answer this question?
Matthew
28:18–20

And Jesus came and spoke to them saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

We have the job of proclaiming the gospel and making more disciples while Jesus will
be ever present with us.
Romans 8:28

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.

We are also called to live on this earth according to His purpose for our lives to reach
others for Him.
Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Christ equips us to fulfill His purpose on earth.

Universal and Local
The church is comprised of millions of people all over the world who believe in Jesus and follow
the teachings of His Word, the Bible. This is the “universal church.” If we all belong to the
universal church, is there still a place for the local community church?
1 Corinthians 1:2
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•

To whom does Paul address this letter? How does this explain his view of the local and
universal church?
There is a definite perception that while writing this letter to the local church
community at Corinth, Paul expected that the universal church would also be hearing
this teaching in each and every local congregation. In fact, Paul expected his letters
to be copied and passed around to other churches (Colossians 4:16) and some New
Testament letters were written to Christians in many churches in a wide geographical
area (e.g., Galatians 1:2; Titus 1:5; James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1)

The local church has been established from the very beginning.

The Future of the Church
While Christ has not taken us immediately to be with Him in heaven and while He is using us
and equipping us to fulfill His purpose on earth, the church also has one major event to look
forward to.
Titus 2:11–13

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present
age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ.

Romans 14:10b–12

For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: “As I live, says the
Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us
shall give account of himself to God.

2 Timothy 4:8

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.


These
verses teach that Jesus will come again in great power and authority, and we will give an
account of our lives. Those who have faith in Him eagerly await this day as He will judge them
as having His righteousness in their lives.
The following section of Scripture tells us three very important points about the future return
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 3:8–9

•

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance.

Why is Christ waiting to come?
He is patient and desiring that all would receive Him as Savior.
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2 Peter 3:10

•

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works
that are in it will be burned up.

When and how will Christ come?
Unexpectedly, like a thief in the night.

2 Peter 3:11–13

•

Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in
holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells.

How should we live until He comes again?
Godly lives in anticipation of His coming. We should be preparing ourselves for His
return and waiting in anticipation to join Him in eternity.

While going to church is not necessary for salvation, it certainly is part of God’s plan. It is in
the fellowship with God’s people that we are to grow in our faith in and obedience to Christ.
For the protection of the good news of salvation, the maturing of His followers, the encouragement of each other, and the consistent teaching from His Word, the church is an important
and integral part of His plan. The church also is a beacon for the world, pointing mankind to
Christ prior to His return. While God is patient, desiring that all would be saved, the church
is on an urgent mission to reach the unsaved that they may be saved from His great judgment
and enjoy an eternity of living in His glory. While it is possible to be saved and not regularly
attend a local church, it is impossible to obey His call on our lives and disassociate ourselves
from the local assembly of believers to whom He has given His instruction.

Further Reading
How to identify a good church to go to:
XX God’s Word is the standard for all beliefs and behaviors of the congregation and it is identified in practice.
XX Prayer is encouraged and modeled.
XX Fellowship of believers is promoted and expected.
XX Preaching the gospel is encouraged and practiced.
XX Public services are centered on honoring God and His Word and work.
XX Opportunities are provided to serve using your God-given talents.
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XX All age groups are provided for, and the church is located near you.
XX Strong leadership by godly, biblically-grounded men is given.
XX Financial integrity is promoted.
XX Membership behavior matches the beliefs of the church.
XX Teaching in no way compromises the six foundational truths you have learned in this
course.
o The Bible is the full and sole authority as God’s Word.
o God is one God in Three persons (the Trinity).
o God created the heavens and earth out of nothing in six days, and it was originally a
perfect creation.
o In Adam, humanity sinned against God. The result was God’s judgment of man and
the rest of creation resulting in death and the judgment to come. We are in need of a
Savior, as we are unable to save ourselves as sinners.
o Jesus Christ is the perfect God-man, born of a virgin, who died on a cross as the substitutionary atonement for our sin. We receive salvation and reconciliation with God
through repentance and faith in Jesus.
o As His part of His church, we reflect His glory by encouraging each other and telling
His news to the world while awaiting His return and final judgment.

Video Close
The church is a visible taste of heaven’s community established on earth through Christ and
waiting to be perfected in Him when He returns.
Being involved in a local church means being involved with sinful people because we are all
struggling with sin in our lives and will not reach spiritual and moral perfection this side of
heaven. But, it also means being involved with a family of believers who are saved in Jesus and
have an eternal unity in Him alone.
The relationship between the Christian and the church is a bit like being married. It is possible for a married couple to live separately, but their marriage will not grow, and they are not
respecting their marriage vows. The church is full of imperfect people who have acquired salvation and forgiveness through Jesus. It will remain this way until He comes. In the meantime,
the church will also spread His message, enabling millions to access an eternity of wonder and
glory in the presence of God.
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