ER

HELPEE,

;ﬂ Answers

IN GENESIS™



—OPERATION

e

Answers VBS

Limited license to copy:

A limited license is available to make copies of this book. You may make
copies of portions of the book if 1) you are the purchaser; 2) the copies
are used exclusively for non-commercial purposes within your church
or organization (an entire denomination is not considered a “church”
or “organization” under this license); and 3) you follow the instructions
provided in the book.

Helper Handbook
Copyright © 2016 Answers in Genesis. Limited license to copy.

For more information, write:
Answers in Genesis
PO Box 510, Hebron, KY 41048

Project Coordinator: Stacia McKeever

Written by Randy & Barb Witt

Edited by Evonne Krell

Interior layout by Diane King

Cover design by Jon Seest

lllustrations by Paul Agner

All Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.

Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Printed in China



ConTeEnTS

Let's Warm Up! ..o 4
OurGoal . ... 5
Frequently Asked Questions . . . ......... ... .. ... 5
TermstoKnow. . . ... .. 6

SEAff DEVOLIONS ...ttt ettt 7
Devotion 1BookofBooks. . . ........... ... ... . . L 7
Devotion 2 Incredible Impact. . . .. ... ... ... 9
Devotion 3 BedrockBase . . .............. .. .. . . ... 10
Devotion 4 Letterof Love . . . ... ... ... i 1
Devotion 5 ExcitingtoExplore . . . .. ... ... ... ... . . ... ... 13

Top 20 Tips When Working with Children .......................c... 15

Age-Level CharaCteristics. ... .vvvvveeeeeeiiiie e iiiieeenns 17

Child Safety Precautions .............ooeeviiiiiiiiiiieeniiiiiiieenn. 23

Leadinga Child to Christ . ........ooviiiiii e 24

VBS Daily OVErVIEWS . . ..ottt e e e e e 27
Day TOVerview . .. ....ov it 27
Day2Overview . .. ...t 28
Day3 OVerview . . ..ottt 29
Day4Overview . .. ... .o 30
Day SOVEIVIEW . o v oottt e e e 31

MeMOrY VEISES ...ttt 32

KIV MemMOry VEISES . ...ttt ettt et 32

Bonus Memory Verses .......ooouiniiiiiiiiiii e 33

Terrific Trivia Tidbits .. ...oovi e 34

Frosty FUN ..o 38

TWO-MINUEE TIPS, ..ottt 40

Contents « 3



ler’'s Warm Upr!

Beyond thrilling! Exciting to explore! Breathtakingly beautiful! Full of treasure! Words
that describe the Arctic for sure, a fascinating region like no other in the world. But
go back and read those words again—they can also be used to describe the coolest
book on the planet—the Bible. It’s mind-blowing to think that the God who made
the universe wrote us a book—a book that is beyond thrilling, exciting to explore,
beautiful, and full of treasure. Now if that isn’t worthy of our attention, what is? We
here at Answers VBS can hardly contain our excitement as we launch the newest
VBS—Operation Arctic. Get ready for the thrill of exploring this one-of-a-kind trea-
sure as we build on the following BIBLE acronym each day:

B Book of Books—The first day, we'll discover there’s just no book like it, unique in
SO many ways!

I Incredible Impact—The second day, we’ll explore the impact the Bible’s teachings
have had upon our world!

B Bedrock Base—The third day, we'll see there’s no shifting sand here—we’ve got
the Rock of God’s Word to base our lives on!

L Letter of Love—The fourth day, we'll encounter the best love letter ever, written to
us by God Himself!

E Exciting to Explore—The fifth day, we'll be challenged to learn it, love it, and live it!

Our explorers will begin warming up to the Word from the very first minute they
arrive at Operation Arctic. The mission begins at Snowfall Station with the Opening
Assembly, a high-energy opening with entertaining welcomes, rockin' songs, a mis-
sion moment, and prayer.

Then we're off to four fun rotation sites:

« Treasure Point, the Bible lesson location. Here, explorers discover what a gem
God's Word is as they learn important Bible truths in fun and creative ways.

« Klondike Corner, the snack spot. Explorers won’t want to pass up the cool treats
that are waiting to melt in their mouths.

« Glacier Gap, the recreation location. At this spot, explorers discover that prepara-
tion is “snow” easy and games are filled with chills and thrills.

« Discovery Pass, the science, craft, music, mission, and memory verse spot. This
location features a wide array of activities to choose from: science experiments,
crafts, songs to sing, memory verse games to play, and a mission time (for those
who want to spend more time than is given during the Assembly).

After finishing the day's rotations, everyone heads back to Snowfall Station for the
Closing Assembly that includes more singing, a Creature Feature, contest results, and
the greatly anticipated daily drama, which is a highlight of the kids' day. The drama
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begins in the city with a high-powered executive who is fed up with the rat race.
He decides to move to the wilderness for a quieter, simpler existence. Little does he
realize all that's in store—missing treasure, goofy bad guys, unexpected visitors, and
plenty of action!

Sound fun? Then let’s plunge on in to this cold world and God’s wonderful Word!
It promises to be a flurry of fun and excitement at Operation Arctic! Let’s go!

Our Goat

It's been ten years since Answers in Genesis entered the world of VBS, and we are
so thankful for how God has chosen to use these programs! But why did we decide
to embark on such an undertaking in the first place, and why are we still at it, by
God'’s grace, ten years later?

Our primary goal has remained the same all these years—to bring God glory by
boldly and unashamedly proclaiming Him to a strategic group—young people! From
both a biblical and statistical point of view, young people are a big deal! They’re not
only awesome—we love ‘em!—but they're also dearly cherished by our Lord and tend
to be soft-hearted toward spiritual things. Researchers generally agree most people
become Christians when they’re children, so it’s apparent this age group is a huge mis-
sion field!

Children are loved by their Creator. Jesus said not to hinder the children but to
let them come to Him (Luke 18:16). We want children to come to Christ and not be
hindered in any way from doing so. To that end, our philosophy has always been to
combine a biblically rich VBS loaded with substance with off-the-chart, irresistible
fun. In a day and age when content sometimes suffers, it’s critically important to us
not to sacrifice rich content at the expense of fun. But it’s also crucial that the most
exciting Book in the world doesn’t come across as irrelevant or dry. We want to
reflect our creative, inspiring, joy-giving God who made laughter and fun!

So why do we do it? We want kids around the world to hear about and person-
ally meet our awesome God and to understand how they can receive eternal life
through repentance and faith in Christ Jesus. We believe VBS is a great way to
introduce them to God, as it is one of the biggest outreaches of the year for most
churches.

We pray you will find that every prayer prayed, every minute invested, every dollar
spent, and every word spoken will bring God glory as you reach kids for Christ. Just
remember—VBS is worth it! May God richly bless your VBS.

FrequentLy Asxeo QUeSTIOnS

The content of Operation Arctic may be new to you. For a list of helpful articles on
the topics covered in this VBS program, please visit AnswersVBS.com/oafag.
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Terms o Know

Throughout the VBS curriculum, various terms will be used. Here's a list of some
of the most common terms to know.

« Explorers: Children at VBS. Explorers will be put in teams named after animals
they may see on an Arctic exploration (e.g., polar bears, beluga whales, snowy
owls, harp seals, caribou).

+ Guides: Team leaders who lead the teams from place to place during VBS. No
teaching is required of this position.

«+ Exploration Leaders: Teachers at the Treasure Point Lesson Time.
+ Treasure Point: Rotation site where Bible and apologetics teaching occurs.

+ Snowfall Station: Spot where everyone joins together for the opening and closing
assemblies.

- Discovery Pass: Rotation site where crafts are made, science experiments are per-
formed, music is sung, memory verses are learned, and missions around the world
are explored.

+ Klondike Corner: Indoor or outdoor site where snacks are served.
+ Glacier Gap: Indoor or outdoor site (outdoor is preferred) for game time.
« Bible Gem: Daily memory verse.

« Animal Pals: Friendly animal mascots used to emphasize the key point of each
day’s lesson.

«+ Creature Feature: Daily time during the closing assembly when we marvel together
at God's design of various Arctic animals.

+ Toddlers: Ages 2—4 years.

«+ Pre-Primaries: Ages 4—6 years, or age 4 through children who have completed
Kindergarten.

« Primaries: Ages 6-9 years, or children who have completed grades 1-3.
« Juniors: Ages 9-12 years, or children who have completed grades 4-6.

For multi-age K-6th teams, we recommend using the material for the Primaries.
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Srarr Devorions

Devorion 1
Boox oF Booxs

“l will speak of Your testimonies also before kings and
will not be ashamed.” Psalm 119:46

During the early spring of 1524, a
young priest slipped away from
London and, without the king’s leave,
made his way to the European conti-
nent. He was never to see his home-
land again, and for the next eleven
years his life was an elaborate hide-
and-seek as he was pursued, at one
time, by four government agents. His
crime and his life's ambition were one
and the same: to translate the Bible
from the original Hebrew and Greek
and present it, printed and bound,

so that even the boy who drove the
plough could understand God's Word.

By the constitutions of Oxford of 1408,
it was illegal—on pain of death—to
read the scriptures in English without
a bishop’s license. To reinforce this, in
April 1519, one woman and six men
were burned to death at Coventry

for teaching their children the Lord’s
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and
the Apostles'Creed in English.

William Tyndale was born in Glouces-
tershire, England, studied at Oxford,
and later Cambridge, and spent two
years teaching the children of Sir
John and Lady Walsh in their small
manor house at Little Sodbury. Here
he began to translate the New Testa-
ment, and by the time he arrived on
the continent it was complete. The
first ever printed New Testaments

in English were smuggled back into

England early in 1526. Though the
bishops burned the Bibles and often
their owners, the Word of God became
an unstoppable force across the
land—England had the Bible in the
vernacular at last.

(Excerpted with permission from
Travel with William Tyndale [Day One
Publications] by Brian H. Edwards. See
answersingenesis.org/articles/am/v2/
n4/tyndale-and-english-bible.)

What drove William Tyndale to risk
life and limb so that his fellow English-
men could read the Bible in their own
language? He knew the Bible was the
“Book of books.” No other book—or
person—held the keys to eternal life. No
other book laid out the prescription for
godly living. No other book contained
the true history of the universe and
explained why the world is the way it is.
No other book was God'’s written revela-
tion to mankind.

Sadly, however, the English-speakers
of Tyndale’s time lacked even a rudimen-
tary knowledge of what the Scriptures
actually said. Investigations by a reform-
ing bishop in Tyndale’s hometown of
Gloucestershire revealed the following
about the ignorance of the ministers in
the area.
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Of the unsatisfactory clergy in 1551,
nine did not know how many com-
mandments there were, 33 did not
know where they appeared in the
Bible (the gospel of St Matthew was

a favourite guess) and 168 could

not repeat them. Concerning the
[Apostles] Creed, 10 could not repeat
itand 216 were unable to prove it; a
large number of these said that they
were perfectly satisfied that it was
right because the king and Mother
Church said so. Most extraordinary of
all, perhaps, were the results of the
Lord's Prayer part of the examination:
39 did not know where it appeared in
the Bible, 34 did not know who was its
author, and 10 actually proved unable
to recite it. (David Daniell, William Tyn-
dale: A Biography [Yale University Press,
1994}, p. 78)

Lest we come down too harshly on
these clergymen of 400 years ago, let’s
ask ourselves how well we know the
Book of books. Are we ardent students
of the Word of God, mining jewels from
its depths, or do we have a more casual
relationship with the life-giving book,
merely admiring the sparkle from afar?
Consider this: how much are you willing
to risk to bring the Word of God to the
children in your care?
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Today, as we study the uniqueness of
this God-breathed collection of books,
let’s meditate on the words of the psalm-
ist who realized that the Bible was set
apart from all other books—it is the
Word of God.

Forever, O LORD,
Your word is settled in heaven.
Your faithfulness endures to all
generations;
You established the earth, and it
abides.
They continue this day according to
Your ordinances,
For all are Your servants.

Unless Your law had been my
delight,

I would then have perished in
my affliction.

I will never forget Your precepts,
For by them You have given me
life.

I'am Yours, save me;

For I have sought Your precepts.
The wicked wait for me to destroy

me,

But I will consider Your

testimonies.

| have seen the consummation of
all perfection,

But Your commandment is
exceedingly broad.
Psalm 119:89-96
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