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FOREWORD

God is the God of history.

“I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end
from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have
not been done, saying, ‘My counsel will be established, and I
will accomplish all My good pleasure” (Isaiah 46:9-10 LSB).
From eternity past, God saw and declared what would come to
pass—including the advent of the technologies that have swept
at breathtaking pace through our world, turning it upside down.
But his Word does not address artificial intelligence, virtual real-
ity, gene editing, or reproductive technologies . . . or does it?

God’s Word is the revelation of the eternal, all-knowing,
infallible God, giving us the key information we need to build
the right worldview (biblical worldview) for interpreting the
world around us. God’s Word stands forever (Isaiah 40:8), God
is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8), and
therefore his Word is for all peoples, in all times. We can trust
that he has not left us rudderless in navigating the moral, phil-
osophical, and ethical questions of the modern era.

Just as past generations have had God’s Word to guide them
through emerging technologies, tragedies, cultural tumult, and
confusing situations, we have God’s Word for today. The frame-
work and key worldview information God has given us in his Word
are exactly what he knew we'd need for the world we'’re in today.

And that key information starts in Genesis. Over the past 50
years of speaking on creation apologetics, I've said over and
over that the answer to any issue—any issue—is Genesis 1-11.
With the advent of generative AI and hyperrealistic VR, that
remains true. To think biblically about technologies and put
their usage in its proper place, we must start with the blueprint
for humanity God gave us, starting in Genesis.
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We must understand that humans are unique, made in the
image of God, that we're creatures under the authority of the
Creator—not gods ourselves—and that everything has been
affected by sin and the curse on creation. Yes, it’s in Genesis
that we find the answers for our modern era’s complexities.

This new book is an essential resource amid a bewildering
amount of change. Grounded in eternal principles and truths
from God’s Word, it’s a breath of clarity and practical wisdom.
No one knows yet how emerging technologies will change the
world, for better or for worse. But the principles Patricia lays
out are extremely helpful and needed for Christians now as
these technologies arise and into the future as new, not-even-
thought-of-yet technologies begin to dominate.

As Christians, it’s crucial that we equip ourselves now to
think biblically. The world is working hard to indoctrinate
us toward a particular view of technology, but our worldview
must start with God and his perfect Word, not with our own
ideas or the thinking of those around us.

As always, these words from Proverbs must be impressed on
our hearts:

Trust in Yahweh with all your heart

And do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,

And He will make your paths straight.

Do not be wise in your own eyes;

Fear Yahweh and turn away from evil.

It will be healing to your body

And refreshment to your bones.

PROVERBS 3:5-8 (LSB)

In Christ,

Kon o

Ken Ham

Founder of Answers in Genesis,
the Ark Encounter, and the Creation Museum
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]
INTRODUCING THE FUTURE

Which of these statements are science fiction, and which
are reality?

« A man who identifies as a cyborg implanted an antenna
in his head that lets him sense infrared and hear colors.

« You can buy a computer that contains lab-grown, living,
human brain cells.

« Engineers have turned dragonflies into remote-
controllable “living drones.”

« Al-powered robots are assembling batches of human
embryos from eggs and sperm, while another AI program
decides which embryos should live or die.

« A millionaire traveled to a secluded island to genetically
modify himself in hopes of “living forever.”

» By wearing specialized glasses and wristbands, people can
twitch their thumbs to use apps that only they can see.

e Multiple people claim to have married customizable
Al “spouses.”

» Researchers can guide rats along obstacle courses by using
headsets to mentally send signals into the rats’ brains.

If you answered that all these are reality, you'd be right.!
This is just a snapshot of the myriad of new technologies
that used to be fantasy. Not long ago, genetically modified
humans existed only in fiction. Machines that automate the
mass fertilization and destruction of human embryos were the
stuff of dystopian movies. And AI that does everything from
flying fighter jets to formulating sermons to flirting with teens
seemed like something from a far-fetched paperback.

Introducing the Future « 1



Not anymore.

What do these developments mean for everyday Christians—
and for humankind? On the plus side, new technologies unlock
extraordinary ways to share the gospel, cure disease, and
steward creation. For many people, centuries of technological
advances have made life safer, cleaner, and easier than ever.
When novel technologies burst into reality, we naturally want
to harness these tools’ potential to accomplish great things.

That, and—if we’re like many people—we might also wince
at the thought of falling far behind the times. If everyone else
adopts the latest app, device, or program without us, we risk
becoming outdated, irrelevant, and excluded. We risk miss-
ing out. Between the drive to seize technology’s benefits and
the dread of being left behind, we have potent motivation to
embrace the latest tools.

At the same time, we face uncertainty. Technologies like
AT usher us into uncharted territory. As we press forward in
hopes of a brilliant horizon, an inner inkling reminds us that
people can use technology to do incredible good as well as
incredible harm.

Even our best-intentioned uses of technology can bring
unexpected consequences. We don’t have to look far to see
how current technologies are altering the landscape of human
existence. They influence our habits, relationships, families,
societies, schools, workplaces, and churches. The more power-
ful the tool, the greater its potential impact for better or worse.

How will these technologies affect our lives, our world,
and the people we care about most? Popular expectations
about what tools like generative AI will mean for human
futures range from utopia to catastrophe. The sheer newness
of these technologies makes their consequences tricky to
predict. And on top of these uncertainties, we face countless
moral questions.
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« Should busy pastors use Al to write sermons?

« Should families buy “companion robots” for
lonely seniors?

 Should couples genetically edit their embryos to
prevent diseases?

« Should grieving people talk to AI replicas of deceased
loved ones?

» Should consumers purchase next-generation smart
devices that interface with the brain?

 Should Christians plant churches in virtual reality?

 Should parents leverage Al as an “electronic babysitter”?

Where do we even begin to think about these issues? For
Christians, God’s Word is the basis for our thinking and deci-
sion-making in every area. But clearly, we don’t find words like
artificial intelligence or virtual reality in Scripture. How does the
Bible speak to new technologies? What role do Christians play
in this unique era of history? And how can we apply a biblical
view to steward technology wisely in the Al age?

These are the types of questions I've spent the last few
years investigating. As a Christian (and a human), I wanted to
know what new technologies mean for other Christians and
humans. I wondered what risks and benefits these technolo-
gies pose, what guidance Scripture offers for using technology,
and how Christians can translate that guidance into action.

To find out, I went back to school to study bioethics from a
Christian perspective. This field looks at how to make moral
decisions about topics that directly affect human life, health,
and flourishing.

Along the way, I became convinced that as humans alive
today, you and I are characters in a pivotal chapter of history.
We live in an era where revolutionary technologies are shap-
ing up to radically impact human beings, relationships, and
societies. As we make choices about these technologies in the
present, we contribute to framing the plotline of the future,
for better or worse. Let’s take a minute to clarify the stakes.
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The Stakes for Human Beings

From governments to billionaires, powerful voices tell us we
stand on the brink of a technological revolution that will dras-
tically alter humanity. According to a report published by the
Canadian government,

Biological and digital systems are converging, and
could change the way we work, live, and even evolve
as a species. More than a technological change, this
biodigital convergence may transform the way we
understand ourselves and cause us to redefine what
we consider human or natural.?

Wait, redefining humanity? That sounds extreme, but
it’s genuinely on some people’s agendas. For instance, we’ll
see in chapter 3 how the movement called transhuman-
ism seeks to transform human beings through technology.
The transhumanist dream is to go beyond the current human
state, reach higher stages of evolution, and possibly even
become “immortal.”

Fueling this dream, technologies that enable radical modi-
fication of human genes, bodies, thinking, reproduction, and
communication already exist—and are rapidly advancing.
Over 20 years ago, the President’s Council on Bioethics urged
greater public discussion of technologies meant to “enhance”
humans.? The council knew the choices that we make when
these technologies are young set us on a trajectory that could
shape us in irreversible ways.

The Stakes for Human Relationships

It’s not just human bodies, brains, and genes in question.

It’s also human relationships. For years, researchers have
noticed how our uses of technologies like social media, smart-
phones, and video games affect our personal interactions.*
Now, imagine moving these interactions into virtual reality,
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adding headsets that reveal people’s mental states, and intro-
ducing AI that seemingly forms “relationships” with humans.

All these practices have begun. Their long-term effects on
human relationships are anyone’s guess. But a few trends are
already evident:

» Research suggests that switching from face-to-face to
digital communication during COVID negatively impacted
wellbeing, especially for young people.®

 In a 2024 study of 2,000 American young people, one
in four thought “Al has the potential to replace real-life
romantic relationships.”

By early 2024, romantic chatbot apps on Google Play Store
had already scored about a hundred million downloads.’

The Stakes for Human Societies

While we can only guess at new technologies’ long-term
impacts on society, at least two points seem clear. First, the
effects will be widespread. We can sense this in how technolo-
gies like Al are already transforming major sectors, including
healthcare, science, education, creative industries, agriculture,
and militaries. Second, multiple key players involved in regu-
lating and developing new technologies hope to apply these
technologies to build a new social order.

Take, for instance, a 2020 document titled “A Social Contract
for the AI Age,” signed by a vice president of Google, among
others.® The document overtly intends to “provide the founda-
tions for a new society.” It also requests “a system to monitor
and evaluate governments, companies, and individuals” to
ensure compliance with this new society’s norms.

These norms, incidentally, would align with the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals and with criteria
from the World Economic Forum (WEF). The WEF is especially
worth looking at more closely, due to its partnerships with
multiple major tech corporations.
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As a massive global organization, the WEF describes itself
as engaging “the foremost political, business, cultural and
other leaders of society to shape global, regional and indus-
try agendas.”'® Just a few notable partners of the WEF include
Meta, Google, Intel, Synchron,' IBM, Microsoft, Anthropic,
and OpenAlI.”? The latter four companies also contribute to the
WEF’s Center for the New Economy and Society.*®

What exactly would this new economy and society look like?
While the center’s website doesn’t offer many details, other
WEF materials reveal three telling emphases:

More DEI

It’s no secret that diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) metrics
are widely applied to push conformity with agendas that
contradict God’s Word. A quick perusal of WEF publications
like the “Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 4.0 Toolkit”** will show
how invested the WEF is in entrenching DEI. Illustrating how
DEI is redefining good in ways that villainize “fundamentalists,
one article on the WEF website states,

”»

The global LGBTQ+ community is up against well-or-
ganized and well-funded campaigns by the enemies
of equality—an unholy axis of religious fundamen-
talist groups and populist conservative politicians.
The stakes are high and business has a unique role to
play. This is about more than Pride flags and rain-
bow logos. It’s about what it means to run a good
business.*

Less Private Ownership

Back in 2018, a WEF video raised eyebrows by predicting that
in 2030, “you will own nothing. And you will be happy.”** Tran-
sitioning from owning things to sharing or accessing items and
services is part of the “circular economy” model that the WEF
heavily promotes.!” (More on that in chapter 4.)

b6 « High Stokes for Humanity



More Digital Connectedness (and Surveillance]

Managing the circular economy and enforcing the DEI version
of goodness requires monitoring people in ways that digi-

tal technologies’ data tracking capacities make possible.

For example, the WEF’s DEI 4.0 Toolkit encourages corpora-
tions to use Al to ensure that all employees conform to DEI
policies.”® And an opinion piece on the WEF website noted,
“AI can also help strengthen circular economy business
models . . . by combining real time and historical data from
products and users.”*’ In other words, digital surveillance
makes the own-nothing-and-be-happy economy go 'round.

In later chapters, we’ll find out more about the roles that
technologies like AI play in the push for new socioeconomic
models—and in the surveillance structure required to enforce
them. We'll also see how the push for a new social order ties
into destructive worldviews like New Ageism and Marxism.

Now What?

For now, it’s clear that, as the President’s Council on Bioeth-
ics realized, decisions unfolding today are setting a trajectory
for humanity’s future. Today’s children—our kids, grandkids,
nieces, nephews, and other young friends—will grow up in
this future. Charting this course shouldn’t be left up to tech
companies, a few billionaires, or the World Economic Forum.
Everyday humans should have, and do have, a significant say.
Voters, parents, pastors, and consumers can make a differ-
ence, one decision at a time.

How will we know what decisions to make?
The answer rings clear in 2 Peter 1:3-8:

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us
to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us
his precious and very great promises. . . . For this very reason,
make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and
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virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and
self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godli-
ness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly
affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

God has given us everything we need to navigate this chap-
ter of history with him and for him. As this passage reminds
us, it all begins with knowing God. Proverbs 9:10 assures us,
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” Knowing God requires
both taking in his Word and living out his Word. Along the
way, God helps us develop character traits to become the
kind of people who use technology in the right ways, for the
right reasons.

We can do so with a clear view of reality because God’s
Word gives us a true foundation for thinking about everything.
Growing in Scripture enables us to “be complete, equipped
for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:17), including works that
involve technology.

Although Scripture doesn’t address modern technologies
directly, God’s Word does give us timeless truths for making
wise decisions about any new technology. Many of these truths
originate in Genesis, which reveals vital realities about the
kind of beings we are and the kind of world we live in.

If we approach technology in line with these Genesis truths,
we can make faithful progress, applying technology to flourish
as our Creator intended. But if we approach technology from
the basis of a faulty belief system, we easily harm ourselves
and others.

When it comes to deciding how to use technologies that
pose sky-high stakes for humans, starting with a true view of
reality is critical. To navigate our technological age in the ways
that will best serve humanity, we need a thoroughly biblical
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view. We also need to know how to apply that view to draw
biblical boundaries for using novel technologies well.

So how can Christians apply a biblical view to using
cutting-edge technologies?

That’s what this book is about.

The Game Plan

By showing how Genesis truths apply to making wise decisions
about any new technology, this book helps Christians under-
stand, evaluate, and biblically approach technologies that
impact humanity. Here’s how it works:

Part one unveils the worldview battles of our technological
era, examining the false gospel of transhumanism and its links
to other destructive ideas.

Part two unpacks a biblical view of technology, reveals
how Genesis guides wise technological decision-mak-
ing, and shares a framework for thinking biblically about
any technology.

Part three shows how to apply this framework to under-
stand, evaluate, and respond biblically to some of today’s most
revolutionary technologies.

Certainly, no book can answer all the questions today’s
technologies raise for Christians—especially because more
technologies will always come out, raising further questions.
That’s why this book will especially focus on teaching how to
think biblically about new technologies and the ethical ques-
tions they spark.

Along the way, some of the information in these pages
might seem a little jarring. Maybe even downright scary.
So let’s start with a reminder of God’s attributes.

Introducing the Future « 9



The God Who Reigns

Roll back the clock several millennia, head to the palace in
ancient Babylon, and you might just meet the prophet Daniel.
Best known for his rapport with lions, Daniel is the same man
who declared,

Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong
wisdom and might. He changes times and seasons; he removes
kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to those who have understanding; he reveals deep
and hidden things; he knows what is in the darkness, and the
light dwells with him. (Daniel 2:20-22)

As Daniel realized, God is in control over human history,
human wisdom, and human endeavors. For example, remem-
ber the tower of Babel? Genesis 11:1-9 records that when
humans rebelliously tried to build a tower to the heavens,
God confused their plans by giving them different languages.
One minute, humans were applying their finest brick-baking
technology to build the most colossal monument they could
imagine. The next, they couldn’t even message each other.

The saga of Babel reminds us that not even humans’ high-
est technological aspirations can thwart God’s plans. In fact,
God can use humanity’s worst inventions to accomplish his
plans, as he did with the cross. God is sovereign over tech-
nology, and over the future. Whatever comes, we can say the
words of this old hymn:

Be still, my soul; thy God doth undertake

To guide the future as He has the past.

Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.?
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With that in mind, let’s find out how to think biblically
about any technology. To begin, let’s unpack the consequences
of two different starting points for approaching the technolo-
gies that are propelling science fiction into reality.
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