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Hated by the Christians, 

John Scopes was jailed for 
teaching evolution.

John Scopes was well-liked by the 
community, including Christians, 

and he never served jail time.John Scopes taught evolution in the classroom, 
and he gladly took part in 

the ACLU’s case.

Scopes, a math teacher and 
football coach at the school, filled 

in for the ill biology teacher and 
never taught evolution in the 

classroom. Initially, Scopes agreed 

to join the ACLU’s case, but later 
he was reluctant to be involved.

Christian attorney William 
Jennings Bryan was ignorant 

of the scientific evidence for 
and against evolution, and 

he adamantly opposed the 
teaching of evolution in schools.

Bryan had regular correspondence 

with distinguished evolutionists  
of his day, including Henry 

Fairfield Osborn. Bryan was not 
opposed to evolution being taught 

in classrooms, as long as it  
wasn’t taught as fact.

Since the validity of evolution was 

not on trial, the judge naturally 
questioned the relevance of expert 

witnesses. Bryan favored using 
expert witnesses as long as they 

could be cross-examined. Darrow, 

refusing to allow his witnesses to 
be cross-examined, never called 

them to the witness stand.

The Butler Act forbade  
the teaching of evolution in 

Tennessee public schools. The Butler Act forbade only the 
teaching of the evolution of man.

Clarence Darrow was a kind 
gentleman who respected all 

involved in the case.

Darrow was cited for contempt  
of court after repeatedly 

insulting Judge Raulston. Also, 
his criticism of Bible miracles 

was so scathing that the liberal 
World Council of Churches 

actually opposed his behavior.

Disgruntled Christians initiated 
the trial against John Scopes.

The American Civil Liberties Union 

initiated the trial to challenge the 

Butler Act in Tennessee.

The expert witnesses for the 
defense, whose testimony 

Bryan feared and considered 
irrelevant, were prohibited 

from testifying.

O f all the videos shown in the classrooms of America and recreated in high school plays each year, Inherit 

the Wind is among the most popular and influential. Since its premier, this docu-drama has presented a 

distorted view of history that has caused viewers to question the accuracy of God’s Word. The following are just 

a few examples of how Hollywood misrepresented the historical events of the Scopes trial.  HOLLYWOOD VS. HISTORY

For more details about the true history of the Scopes trial and the film Inherit the Wind, 

go to www.answersingenesis.org/go/scopestrial

THE SCOPES TRIAL

The playwrights of Inherit the 
Wind never pretended to portray 

the Scopes trial accurately. They 

consciously changed names, reversed 

details, injected fictional elements, and 

generally portrayed Darwinists as heroes. 
Inherit the Wind reduced churchgoers to caricatures 

that no one—including Christians—would recognize 

as Christian. Yet to this day, Inherit the Wind is the the only 

version of those momentous events that young people see. 

It is time people, both young and old, separate Hollywood from history 

by knowing what truly occurred in the famous “monkey trial.” They must not 

allow a fictitious portrayal to shape their understanding of the events or shake 

their faith in the accuracy of God’s Word. 

Taken from the booklet Inherit the Wind: A Hollywood History of the Scopes Trial by Dr. David Menton
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In this quarter’s 8-page Kids Answers  
mini-magazine, children learn fun  
facts about sea turtles, living fossils, 
and animal kinds. 
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