


Limited license to copy:

A limited license is available to make copies of this book. You may make copies
of portions of the book if (1) you are the purchaser; (2) the copies are used
exclusively for noncommercial purposes within your church or organization
(an entire denomination is not considered a “church” or “organization” under
this license); and (3) you follow the instructions provided in the book.

Helper Handbook

Copyright © 2026 Answers in Genesis. Limited license to copy.
For more information, write:

Answers in Genesis

PO Box 510, Hebron, KY 41048

Project Coordinator: Stacia McKeever

Writers: Randy & Barb Witt, Amy Quinn

Editors: Linda Moore and Gretchen Doolittle

Cover & Book Design: Diane King, Jon Seest, and Abby Smith
Cover Hlustration: Sean Salter

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Stan-
dard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2025. The ESV text may not be quoted in any
publication made available to the public by a Creative Commons license. The
ESV may not be translated in whole or in part into any other language. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Printed in China.



Contents

YourMission. . . . .. ........... .. ...... 4
Frequently Asked Questions . . . ... ... ... ... ... 5
TermstoKnow . . ... ... .. 6

Staff Devotions
Devotion 1: OneTrueGod . . . . . ... ........... 7
Devotion 2: Three-in-OneGod . . . . ... ... ... ... 8
Devotion 3:OneRescuer. . . ... ... ... .. ... ... 9
Devotion 4: One Loving Father . . . . ... ...... ... 10
Devotion 5: One Life Mission. . . .. ... ...... . ... 12

Top 20 Tips When Working with Children . . . . . . .. 14

Age-Level Characteristics . . . . ............. 16

Tips for Managing a Group of Kids. . . . . ... .. .. 21

Child Safety Precautions . ................ 24

Leading a Child to Christ . . . .............. 25

Daily Overviews
Day TOverview. . . ... ... 27
Day2Overview. . . .. ... 28
Day30verview. . . .. ... 29
Day4 Overview. . . ... ... 30
Day50verview. . . .. ... 31

Memory Verses
ESVMemoryVerses. . ... ... ..o 32
KIVMemoryVerses . . .. ... ... ... . ... ... 33

Terrific Trivia Tidbits . . . . . ... ............ 34

LaughDetector. . . ............cccceo... 38

Two-MinuteTips . . ... ........ccovuvo.. 40



Your Mission

Your mission, should you choose to
accept it, is to train special agents
around the world to detect counter-
feit religions and to know, love, and
live for the one and only God.

At Spy U, the latest from Answers
VBS, kids will be in training to
become agents for the one true
God. In this jam-packed week, the
cadets will be trained in the fol-
lowing areas:

» Uncovering counterfeit gods and
recognizing the only true God—the
God of the Bible

» Finding that God is unique—one
God in three persons

* Collecting clues to reveal how to
become a child of God

» Cracking codes to discover attri-
butes of God

» Discovering that God is not distant
but personal, wanting to be their
first love
Excitement and adventure await

from the first minute of the day;,

when everyone gathers for the All

Agents Assembly, which includes

entertaining intros, catchy songs, a

Mission Moment, and prayer.

Then the cadets rotate through five
fun sites:

Mission Briefing at Spy U HQ,
where God’s Word is taught in
hands-on ways.

Fast Action Games, where train-
ing challenges of the utmost fun
are mastered.

Top Secret Snacks, where top level
treats vanish in a hurry.

Truth Sleuth Science & Crafts,
where cadets engage in hands-on
science activities and crafts.

Operation: Missions, Music &
Memory Verses, where kids can
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spend additional time learning

songs and memory verses, and

hearing about missions.

After training and mission assign-
ments are completed, cadets regroup
for the closing assembly, which
includes more singing, contest
results, and the highly anticipated
daily drama. The drama is set in
International City, a place that has
drifted away from following the one
true God. The Truth Mission Force is
sent in to expose the truth about God.
Agents Jordan Trace, Alex Cipher,
and Riley Gizmo find foes in unlikely
places as their assignment takes
them through unexpected twists
and turns.

All this adds up to one great, high-
impact week! Ready, agents? Do you
copy? The world awaits!

Our Goal

We are so thankful for how God has
chosen to use the Answers VBS pro-
grams over the past years! But why
did we decide to embark on such an
undertaking in the first place? And
why are we still at it by God’s grace?
Our primary goal has always been
to bring God glory by boldly and
unashamedly proclaiming him to
a strategic group—young people!
From both a biblical and statistical
point of view, young people are a big
deal. They’re not only awesome—we
love ’em!—but they’re also dearly
cherished by our Lord and tend to be
softhearted toward spiritual things.
Researchers generally agree most
people become Christians when
they’re children, so it’s apparent this
age group is a huge mission field!
Children are loved by their Creator,
and Jesus said to let them come to



him (Luke 18:16). We want children to
come to Christ and not be hindered in
any way from doing so. To that end,
we combine a biblically rich VBS with
off-the-charts, irresistible fun. In a
day and age when content sometimes
suffers, we don’t want to sacrifice
rich teaching. But it’s also crucial that
the most exciting book in the world
not come across as boring or irrel-
evant. We want to reflect our creative,
inspiring, joy-giving God who made
laughter and fun.

So why do we do it? We want kids
around the world to hear about and

personally meet our awesome God
and understand how they can receive
eternal life through repentance and
faith in Christ Jesus. We believe VBS is
a great way to introduce them to God,
as it is one of the biggest outreaches of
the year for most churches.

We pray you will find that every
prayer prayed, every minute invested,
every dollar spent, and every word
spoken will bring God glory as you
reach kids for Christ. Just remember—
VBS is worth it. May God richly bless
your VBS. We’re praying for youl!

Frequently Asked Questions

The content of Spy U may be new to you. For a list of helpful articles on the
topics covered in this VBS program, please visit AnswersVBS.com/spyufaq.
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Terms to Know

Throughout the VBS curriculum,
various terms will be used. Here is
a list of some of the most common
terms to know:.

Cadets: Groups of children (individual
classes) named after countries
(Truth Team Canada, Truth Team
Japan, etc.). They will “graduate”
from Spy U at the end of the week
and earn the title of “Junior Agents.”

Truth Team Leaders: Group leaders
who guide the cadets from place
to place during VBS. No teaching is
required of this position.

Mission Briefing: The Bible and apolo-
getics lesson time happening at Spy
University HQ.

Agents: Teachers at Spy University HQ.

Truth Sleuth Science & Crafts: Rota-
tion site where crafts are made and
science activities are explored.

Top Secret Snacks: Indoor or outdoor
location where snacks are served.
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Fast Action Games: Indoor or outdoor
site (outdoor is preferred) for recre-
ation time.

Operation: Missions, Music &
Memory Verses: Rotation site where
kids can spend additional time
learning songs and memory verses
and hearing about missions.

Commit This to Memory: Time
tolearn and practice the daily
Bible verse.

Animal Pals: Our friendly animal
mascots that remind us of the main
themes of each day.

Toddlers: 2-4-year-olds.

Pre-Primaries: 4-6-year-olds or chil-
dren ages 4 through those who have
completed kindergarten.

Primaries: 6-9-year-olds or children
who have completed grades 1-3.

Juniors: 9-12-year-olds or children
who have completed grades 4-6.
For multi-age K-6 groups, we rec-

ommend using the material for the

Primaries.



Staff Devotions

Devotion 1. One True God

For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. Psalm 86:10

Imagine the confusion. Four hun-
dred fifty prophets of Baal are limp-
ing about their altar, crying out and
asking for their god to answer them
by fire. The answer they receive?
Utter silence. No response. They’re
doing everything they can to show
their sincerity, to the point of harm-
ing themselves, and their god seem-
ingly doesn’t care. The confusion
and desperation must have been pal-
pable as the hours dragged on.

Then the scene shifts to Elijah.
The odds are against him—450 to 1.
Baal has 450 prophets desperately
interceding beside a dry altar. The
Lord has just Elijah and a sopping-
wet altar. Yet, with the odds stacked
against him, Elijah’s simple prayer
of faith gives us a glimpse into how
God-focused he was: He asks that
the Lord answer by fire so that the
people may know who is God. He is
zealous for God’s glory and for the
people to see that there is no contest
between God and Baal. It’s not as if
there were two good options in the
final “god matchup” and he didn’t
really know who would win. It’s not
like commentators couldn’t agree on
who was the better god. No, when
Yahweh shows up, there is no con-
test. All competition is blown away:.
In fact, there is no competition. He
alone is God.

In many ways, our culture is
similar to what Elijah encountered.
Instead of Baal, we have idols of
all types—from the literal idols of
Hinduism and Buddhism to the

heart idols that people worship, like
success, money, or romance. As one
Christian figure wrote, our hearts
tend to be idol factories (Calvin).

We today still need the truth Elijah
demonstrated in ancient times—the
Lord alone is worthy of our wor-
ship and allegiance, and loving him
with all of our heart, soul, mind, and
strength is the only way to find peace
and meaning in this chaotic, idol-
filled world. Metaphorically, we will
limp along as the prophets of Baal
did until we bow the knee to the one
true God.

As we share the account of Elijah
and the prophets of Baal with the
children under our care today, let’s
remind ourselves that the God of
Elijah who answered by fire is the
same God yesterday, today, and
forever. We too serve the God who
is there and who isn’t silent (Schaef-
fer). In a world that is peppered
with confusion about who has the
final authority in our lives and
where truth can be found, this is
an immense comfort: The one true
God is alive and well, and he is still
at work in our world. We can pray
like Eljjah that the people in our
spheres of influence would know
that he alone is God. Consider the
words of the hymn “God Only Wise”
by Walter Chalmers Smith in 1867 as
you prepare your heart to serve the
Lord today.

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid
from our eyes,
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